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The path to efficiency independence

While fireworks and Inde-
pendence Day parades
are synonymous with the
Fourth of July, no such

fanfare comes to mind when discussing
energy efficiency. Perhaps it should. If
you think about it, energy
efficiency not only benefits
individuals and families but
the country as a whole. En-
ergy efficiency, combined
with energy conservation
and advances in technology
in the utility industry, ulti-
mately helps put our coun-
try on a path toward greater
energy independence. And
that’s worth celebrating.
At its essence, greater

efficiency means less
energy is used for the
production of goods and
services. For individual consumers, a
reduction in energy use usually
translates to a tangible financial benefit
— more money in your wallet at the
end of the month. If your co-op
neighbors collectively are also using
less energy, it means the overall cost of
providing that electricity could be
lower and may result in reduced costs
for co-op members. For many, this is
reason enough to strive for greater
energy efficiency. On a national level,
energy efficiency, sometimes called the
“fifth fuel,” has a more profound
impact. It can potentially boost the
economy by allowing consumers and
businesses to invest in other areas. As
importantly, greater energy efficiency
may slow the rate at which domestic
energy is depleted and, therefore,
reduce or diminish the need for foreign
energy.
There’s no need to wait for the first

exploding burst of fireworks in the
night sky to start your energy-
efficiency efforts. Every American can
take charge of his or her own energy

use, regardless of the date on the
calendar. Small steps can lead to a big
difference for you and your neighbors
— across the road or across the country
alike. 
Energy efficiency can generally be

achieved two ways. The first
is with mechanical change
such as replacing an older
HVAC unit or less efficient
appliance with a new
ENERGY STAR model or
upgrading to new, insulated
windows. Less-expensive
actions include improving
the seal of your home’s
“envelope” by caulking
exterior windows and doors
and sealing openings where
pipes and ductwork meet the
outside. Swapping out the
last incandescent bulbs

(inside and outside) with LEDs also
makes a noticeable difference. 
The second way to realize energy

efficiency is through smarter
management of your energy use.
Leveraging smart thermostat
technology is a good place to start.
Most smart thermostats can be accessed
via apps, allowing remote control by
mobile phone or tablet. Program your
thermostat to reflect your family’s
schedule. Many thermostat programs
allow you to view and edit your
thermostat schedule and monitor the
amount of energy used. Sometimes,
however, energy efficiency is simply a
matter of changing old habits such as
washing clothes in cold water instead of
hot or running the dishwasher only
when it’s full.
Regardless of the path you take on

the road to energy efficiency and
independence, Cumberland Electric
Membership Corporation can help you
on the journey. For information about
energy-efficiency programs, visit
www.cemc.org or call 1-800-987-2362. 
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Director candidates
must meet Aug. 22
deadline

Holiday Closing
Cumberland Electric Membership 

Corporation offices

will be closed Tuesday, July 4,

in observance of Independence Day.

Call 1-800-987-2362 in the event 

of a power outage or electrical 

emergency. 

Have a safe and fun-filled holiday!

Let the sun work for
you! Consider solar
lights for your out-
door spaces. 
Solar cells convert
sunlight into elec-
tricity that can be
stored in batteries
and tapped at
night to make light.
Check manufactur-
ers’ instructions to

make sure your solar lights are situated to re-
ceive sufficient sunlight to recharge during
the day.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Members of Cumberland Electric
Membership Corporation who are in-
terested in serving on the board of di-
rectors can obtain petitions from the

general manager’s office. Each petition must be
signed by at least 15 members. 
The petition must be completed and turned in by

the deadline of Tuesday, Aug. 22, which is 60 days
prior to the 2017 annual meeting. This year’s
meeting will be held Saturday, Oct. 21, at Rossview
High School in Clarksville. 
An election will be held for the following director

positions: North Stewart, North Montgomery, South
Sumner and Director At Large. 
Anyone with a valid membership in good standing

as of Aug. 22 can vote in director elections. Those
applying for membership after Aug. 22 will not be
eligible to vote in this year’s election but are
welcome to attend the meeting and register for
prizes. 
(CEMC Bylaws Aticle 3 — Section 3.05)

Tennessee-Kentucky
Threshermen’s Association
48th Annual Threshing Show

Friday and Saturday, July 21 and 22
Bell School Grounds in Adams

Steam engines • Antique tractors
Wheat-threshing • Sawmilling 

Antique gas and diesel engines • Tractor pulls
Arts and crafts • Live music • Food • Parade
Admission: $10; children 12 and under FREE
Gates open at 8 a.m. with FREE parking.
Visit www.tnkythreshermenshow.com or
facebook.com/TnKyThreshermenShow

for more information. 
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Member Appreciation Day draws big crowds

About 1,000 Cumberland Electric
Membership Corporation members
enjoyed free hotdogs, chips, cookies
and soft drinks at the co-op’s annual

Member Appreciation Day events Thursday,
May 11, at each of CEMC’s seven district busi-
ness offices. In addition to a free picnic lunch,
members were treated to various giveaways and
were able to register to win an electric grill that
was given away at each location.

“We look forward to Member Appreciation
Day each year,” says CEMC Member Services
Manager Seth Roberts. “It’s a great opportunity
to connect with the communities we serve and
have some fun interacting with our members.”
Member Appreciation Day has become a

favorite springtime event for CEMC employees
and members alike. Be sure to watch future
issues of The Tennessee Magazine for
information regarding next year’s event. 

Congratulations to CEMC’s
2017 Member Appreciation Day

Grill Giveaway winners:
Ashland City - Angela Bell

Clarksville - Barbara Collins
Dover - Steve Fielder
Gallatin - Elsie Cislo

Springfield - David Hummel
Portland - Agnes Scott

White House - Charlotte Sartin 
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Members enjoy food and fellowship at the event in
Portland. 

It’ s a wonderful day for a picnic in Dover!

The Springfield office welcomes lots of happy members,
including these two lovely ladies!

Wes Aymett, vice president of CEMC’s board of directors,
visits with members in Ashland City. 

The event in White House draws a
big crowd. 

CEMC employees are all smiles as
they prepare to serve members in
Clarksville.  

Members receive a warm welcome as
they arrive at the Gallatin office. 



2018 CEMC calendar art contest winners
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Young artists from schools throughout
Cumberland Electric Membership Cor-
poration’s service area submitted hun-
dreds of entries for the 2018 CEMC

Calendar Art Contest. The winners have been se-
lected, and although the calendar won’t be available
until Nov. 1, we just couldn’t resist sharing a sneak
peek of a few of this year’s winners! Winning art-
work will be featured in two different wall calen-

dars — one for the East Region and one for the
West Region — as well as pocket calendars in five
different designs. The free calendars will be avail-
able at each of CEMC’s district business offices be-
ginning Nov. 1. 
Thank you to all the students who submitted

artwork and the teachers and parents who
encouraged participation. We can’t wait to showcase
the art of these talented students.

East Region Overall Winner Isabella Dillon 
Third grade, Clyde Riggs Elementary School

Featured month: October 

East Region Cover Winner Mackenzie Jones
12th grade, White House High School

West Region Cover Winner Harley Simpkins
12th grade, Cheatham County Central High School

West Region Overall Winner Ashley Campagne 
Eighth grade, Richview Middle School

Featured month: March

     



This spring, students who attended the 2016
Washington Youth Tour sponsored by Cum-
berland Electric Membership Corporation and
Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association

collected toys and family care kits for families who are
receiving treatment at Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital.
The students, who are required to take part in commu-
nity service projects to fulfill requirements of the Co-
operative Youth Ambassador Program, chose to donate
items to Champ’s Toy Chest to help bring some com-
fort to the patients and families at the hospital.  
“We wanted to do a project that everyone can relate

to,” says Thomas Littleton, Stewart County High
School graduate. “Everyone has at least one person
they know of who has been affected by cancer or
some other terrible disease. For me, it was friend Beth
Borens, who passed away this past year. The thought
that kids are going through stuff like this is terribly
sad. So, to be able to help them by providing little
things like toys and snacks and games just to brighten
their day made all of us want to do our best to help
them.” 
CEMC Community Relations Coordinator

Stephanie Lobdell and four of the 2016 Youth Tour
delegates delivered donations to the hospital May 22.

“We manage the medical aspect of the patient’s
care, but donations from the community make it
possible for us to provide a fun aspect to a child’s
hospital stay,” says Erin Rothwell, senior
administrative assistant of child life and volunteer
services at Vanderbilt. “We have found that providing
play opportunities for the patients helps normalize
the hospital experience, which, in turn, helps the
child heal faster. We wouldn’t be able to do this so
well without the support of our community.”
“It meant so much to give back to the children at

the hospital,” says Portland High School graduate
Carder Veneble. “Even if we can get one child to
smile, it’s worth it. This experience definitely puts
things in perspective.”  
Tennessee’s electric cooperatives are committed to

preparing the youth in our communities to be the
leaders of tomorrow. The Youth Ambassador
Program is an opportunity to encourage Youth Tour
delegates to stay engaged with their local
cooperatives following the trip. Participants who
complete the requirements of the program are entered
into a drawing for a $10,000 scholarship to the
college or trade school of their choice.  
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Top left, from left, CEMC Community Relations Coordinator Stephanie Lobdell; Thomas Littleton and Erica Juriasignani,
Stewart County High School; and CEMC Member Services Assistant Susie Yonkers prepare family care kits for Vanderbilt

Children’s Hospital. At right, Jaz Crook, Portland High School; Littleton; Carder Veneble, Portland High School; and
Juriasignani deliver Champ’s Toy Chest and family care kit donations to the hospital. 

Youth Tour delegates give back 
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