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All about youth

August is here, and that means
back to school for many of
our members’ children and
grandchildren. Whether they

are heading to kindergarten or college,
it’s a time of new experiences and op-
portunities. With this in
mind, it seems like an appro-
priate time to talk about the
youth programs offered by
Cumberland Electric Mem-
bership Corporation. 
You may notice a good

portion of the magazine this
month is devoted to the
Washington Youth Tour. For
more than 50 years, the
Washington Youth Tour has
taken students from electric
co-op service areas to our
nation’s capital to learn more
about our country and the
cooperative business model.
The annual event is coordinated by local
electric cooperatives like CEMC, the
Tennessee Electric Cooperative
Association and National Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (NRECA).
This year’s Youth Tour involved 1,700
students from 43 states.  Twelve of those
students were sponsored by CEMC.
(See pages 22-25 for more details about
Youth Tour.)
While the Youth Tour may be one of

the programs for which electric
cooperatives are best known, your
cooperative’s involvement with our
youth does not stop there. 
Did you know that CEMC offers

college scholarships? Each year we
award 12 scholarships of $1,000 each to
graduating seniors in our service area.
Additional scholarships for those
already enrolled in college are available
as door prizes at our annual meeting,

which will be held Saturday, Oct. 21,
this year. 
To gain a better understanding of how

their state government operates, high
school juniors are sponsored by CEMC to
participate in the annual Youth

Leadership Summit in
Nashville. Attendees see their
government at work, learn
more about their local
cooperatives and meet their
state legislators. 
For younger members,

CEMC sponsors sixth- and
seventh-grade students to
attend 4-H Electric Camp in
Knoxville each June.
Campers are taught about
electric safety and
conservation as well as the
science of electricity in
general. They participate in
hands-on activities that bring

to life what they learn.
Students of all ages are given an

opportunity to win cash prizes and have
their artwork displayed by participating
in the calendar art contest. Calendars
featuring winning artwork are free and
available to all CEMC members
beginning in November of each year. 
We are active in our local schools,

providing electric safety demonstrations,
presenting at career days, sponsoring
spelling and math competitions and
participating in various activities such as
Read Across America. 
CEMC is proud to be involved in the

communities and schools we serve. We
believe that outreach with our youth is
one way we are improving the quality of
life in our communities. Visit our
website at www.cemc.org to learn more
about our youth programs and
opportunities available.  

Mark your calendars for the 2017 CEMC Annual Meeting, 
Saturday, Oct. 21, at Rossview High School in Clarksville. 
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CEMC board selects Davis
as assistant general manager

Co-op linemen participate in 2017 rodeo

In preparation for the upcoming retirement of General Manager Jim
Coode, Cumberland Electric Membership Corporation’s board of
directors recently selected Chris A. Davis to fill the position of as-
sistant general manager. Davis will work closely with Coode, who

has served as CEMC’s general manager since 2008, until his retirement
later next year. Davis will assume the title of general manager at that
time. 
Davis is a 33-year CEMC veteran who has spent the past four years as

administrative division manager. He was first hired Jan. 3, 1984, as a
part-time dispatcher in CEMC’s system control center. 
Other titles held by Davis include field engineer, power use and

marketing advisor, metering technician, planning engineer, project
engineer, transmission and distribution supervisor, and engineering
division manager. Chris A. Davis 

Cumberland Electric Membership Cor-
poration linemen Trevor Brown, Gal-
latin, and Matt Hunter, Justin Short
and John Vander Wielen, Portland,

and third-period apprentice lineman Justin
Bradley, Portland, represented their cooperative
in the 20th Annual Tennessee Valley Lineman
Rodeo June 9 and 10 in Huntsville, Alabama.
Linemen from cooperatives and municipal sys-
tems across the Tennessee Valley competed in
this two-day event.
Competitors performed a series of tests

balancing skill with safety and were scored by
a team of well-qualified judges. CEMC
employees Chip Miller, safety coordinator;
Kevin Cain, transmission engineer; Mark
Heathman, Springfield engineering technician;
and Nicky Roberts, Springfield district
operations supervisor, were judges this year,
and Miller and Cain also serve on the rodeo’s
board of directors. 
CEMC brought home two trophies this year:

Justin Bradley claimed first place in the
Apprentice Hurtman Rescue competition, and
Trevor Brown won Individual Hurtman Rescue.  
Complete results from the 2017 rodeo can be

viewed at tnrodeo.com.  

Justin Short, left, Matt
Hunter, right, and John
Vander Wielen, on the

ground, compete in the
2017 Tennessee Valley

Lineman Rodeo. 
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2017 Washington Youth Tour

Future leaders from Cumberland Electric Member-
ship Corporation’s service area recently spent a
week in our nation’s capital as delegates of the
2017 Washington Youth Tour. Ashley Arnold, Jo

Byrns High School; Bethanie Bergman, Portland High
School; Kendra Chaney, Stewart County High School;
Samantha Church, White House
Heritage High School; Mary-
Beth Edwards, Stewart County
High School; Kassidy Fuhrer,
White House Heritage High
School; Noah Johnson, Mont-
gomery Central High School;
Kymberlee McFaul, Mont-
gomery Central High School;
Samantha Morton, Jo Byrns
High School; Victoria Perry,
Portland High School; Sadie
Rye, Montgomery Central High
School; and Carson Wood,
Greenbrier High School, joined
nearly 140 other students from
across Tennessee on the week-
long trip. Portland High School
history teacher Kurt Scheib was
also awarded a spot on the trip
in recognition of his support of
the Youth Tour writing contest. 
The annual event, sponsored

by CEMC and the Tennessee
Electric Cooperative
Association, provides young

leaders with an opportunity to explore the nation’s capital,
learn about government and cooperatives and develop their
leadership skills. Students were selected for the trip by
writing short stories titled “Electric Cooperatives – Going
Beyond the Wires” that explain how co-ops provide
communities with much more than electric power.

“The Youth Tour is an
incredible opportunity for these
students to experience history
up-close and personal,” said
Stephanie Lobdell, CEMC
community relations coordinator
who, along with Member
Services Manager Seth Roberts,
was a chaperone on this year’s
trip. “Delegates experience a
whirlwind of a week, visiting
museums, monuments and other
landmarks.”
“We take great pride in

recognizing the best and
brightest from across the state,”
said tour director Todd Blocker,
vice president of member
relations for the Tennessee
Electric Cooperative
Association. “By recognizing
their accomplishments through
programs like the Washington
Youth Tour, we show these
leaders of tomorrow that their
hometown electric co-op is more

At top, CEMC’s 2017 Washington Youth Tour
chaperones and students are, from left, Seth
Roberts, Stephanie Lobdell, Carson Wood, Kendra
Chaney, MaryBeth Edwards, Samantha Church,
Kymberlee McFaul, Sadie Rye, Daniel Lobdell,
Ashley Arnold, Noah Johnson, Kassidy Fuhrer,
Victoria Perry, Samantha Morton, Bethanie
Bergman and Kurt Scheib. Above, Youth Tour
delegates pause for a quick photo in front of the
Capitol before hitting the city for a busy day of
sightseeing. 



In their words
CEMC delegates share their 

Youth Tour experiences
“There are only two words that describe my experience perfectly:
breathtaking and rewarding. I cannot begin to explain the emotions
I felt as I stood in front of many significant monuments and
memorials. I do know that through this trip, consequently, I have
found a deeper patriotism for my country; furthermore, I now find
myself with friendships beyond my county walls that I shall
treasure forever.”

– MaryBeth Edwards, Stewart County High School

“The Washington Youth Tour was unlike anything I have ever
experienced. I loved seeing the Library of Congress, which left me
speechless with its amazing architecture. I also learned many
things about our nation’s history and gained many new friends
along the way.” 

– Ashley Arnold, Jo Byrns High School

“I am beyond honored for the opportunity to be a part of the
2017 Tennessee Washington Youth Tour. Thousands of steps ... miles
of memories. Thank you, CEMC!” 

– Bethanie Bergman, Portland High School

“We come from all different places and all different situations to
represent Tennessee as one. This bond that we all form, whether it
be because of our bus or because we happen to sit together at a
meal, will forever be among all those who have the privilege to go
on this amazing trip. I will cherish all these bonds and memories
that I otherwise would not have been able to make had it not been
for the Washington Youth Tour.”

– Kymberlee McFaul, Montgomery Central High School

“Having never been out of Tennessee before, this trip was very
special to me. It was such an amazing experience to visit and learn
about our nation’s capital and to get out of my comfort zone. I
made many great friends through this trip. I would definitely
encourage all upcoming juniors to participate in the short story
contest; it is literally the ‘trip of a lifetime.’” 

– Samantha Morton, Jo Byrns High School

“Having traveled to Washington, D.C., in the past, I was under the
false impression at the beginning of this trip that I would be bored.
I have never been more wrong. I made some of the fastest and
closest friends I’ve ever had while I was there. It’s easy to skip the
niceties when you’re spending 24 hours a day with these people
for a week. I went for the experience, but my memories will be of
the friends.” 

– Samantha Church, White House Heritage High School

“The Washington Youth Tour was the best trip I’ve ever been on. I
learned so much and had a great time doing it. It truly was the ‘trip
of a lifetime.’” 

– Noah Johnson, Montgomery Central High School
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“The Youth Tour was definitely the opportunity of a lifetime, and I’m
so glad I was given the means to go! It’s the best trip I’ve ever
been on, and I can’t wait to go back to D.C. to see the few things
we didn’t see while we were there. It was almost all of the capital
in one week, and I’m so thankful to have gone.” 

– Kendra Chaney, Stewart County High School

than a utility provider; these students are active members of
their community and fully invested in its prosperity.”
While in Washington, D.C., Tennessee’s Youth Tour

delegates saw the White House and memorials to past presidents
Thomas Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln and Franklin Delano
Roosevelt as well as monuments honoring the sacrifices of
veterans of World War II and the Vietnam and Korean Wars.
During visits to the museums of the Smithsonian Institution, the
touring Tennesseans saw and
experienced natural, historical
and artistic treasures. Other fun
stops included historic homes of
former presidents — George
Washington’s Mount Vernon and
Jefferson’s Monticello — as well
as Madame Tussauds Wax
Museum, the Kennedy Center for
the Performing Arts and a boat
cruise down the Potomac River.
Among other Youth Tour
highlights was a solemn and
sobering visit to Arlington
National Cemetery where the
group laid a wreath at the Tomb
of the Unknowns.
The group was welcomed to

the U.S. Capitol by Sens. Lamar
Alexander and Bob Corker and
Reps. Diane Black and Marsha
Blackburn who posed for photos
and answered questions from
their young constituents from CEMC. 
“It’s more than just a talking point,” said David Callis, CEO

of the Tennessee Electric Cooperative Association. “Electric co-

ON THE COVER —
Standing on the grounds
of the U.S. Capitol are
CEMC’s 2017
Washington Youth Tour
representatives. From
left are, back row, Seth
Roberts, Victoria Perry,
Bethanie Bergman,
Kymberlee McFaul,
Carson Wood, Noah
Johnson, MaryBeth
Edwards and Kurt
Scheib. Front row:
Stephanie Lobdell,
Sadie Rye, Kassidy
Fuhrer, Kendra Chaney,
Samantha Church,
Ashley Arnold,
Samantha Morton and
Daniel Lobdell.

Delegates visit Monticello, home of Thomas Jefferson, our
nation’s third president and author of the Declaration of
Independence. 

Continued on page 25
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Electric Cooperatives: Beyond the Wires
By MaryBeth Edwards, Stewart County High School

Journal Entry 1:
It’s the first day of

summer break after my
junior year in high
school and I’m
anxiously awaiting my
cousin Sylvia’s arrival ...
it’s a loooong drive from
the big city of Smogville
to Co-Optown! Oh,
Mom’s hollering,
“Maggie, the doorbell!”

I think she’s here!!! Got to run!!!
#summerfun2017 

Journal Entry 2:
Sorry it’s been a while since I last wrote. Sylvia and I

have been busy swimming, hanging out at the park and
catching up on life. A crazy thing happened today. While
swimming at “The Rope,” we got caught in a summer
storm!!! We made a mad dash to the wood pavilion, then I
remembered that open-sided structures without conductors
are unsafe places during storms. Lightning follows the
path of least resistance, which could be you with no
conductors present. Thank goodness our local co-op
educates us about the dangers of lightning during a storm.
When we made it home, Sylvia was surprised to see our
electricity was still working. Apparently, in Smogville, the
electricity goes out when the wind blows. In Co-Optown,
pole-testing is conducted regularly by our co-op workers
for maintenance and upkeep to minimize electrical
outages.  More good news! Sylvia is staying with us the
rest of the summer! Now for the bad news: Things aren’t
going so great in Smogville for my aunt and uncle (more
on that later).
#dontpressyourluckandgetstruck!

Journal Entry 3:
Sylvia went shopping with Mom, so I finally have some

time to write down a few of the crazy things going on in
Smogville! The main reason Sylvia is spending the
summer is because the air pollution is so bad in Smogville.
It makes her have terrible asthma attacks! I guess investing
in clean energy is not important in Smogville! Co-Optown
offers DIY Energy Efficiency Workshops to educate
homeowners about efficiency upgrades, which can lower
their energy costs and improve the environment. I used to

get embarrassed when Daddy attended a workshop
because he would run around and tell anyone who would
listen, “Going green saves me green!” But now I’m
grateful our co-op offers these programs and others such as
eScore, Energy Right Solutions Loan Program, The
Tennessee Magazine and Green Power Switch. It’s
amazing our co-op really wants to give us the most out of
our energy and protect our environment. Oh, they’re back
... TTYL!
#dadsareembarrassing

Journal Entry 4:
More bad news from Smogville: They turned off Aunt

Mary and Uncle Henry’s electricity! I didn’t know they
could do that anymore!!! Don’t get me wrong; we have
people who struggle here, too, but every month Momma
adds at least a dollar extra on our electric bill to help
people in need. As a matter of fact, Mr. Parnell couldn’t
pay his bill last summer, so Momma made sure to tell Mr.
Nicely at the annual co-op barbecue. They signed him, on
the spot, for the Project Help program, and he got the
assistance he needed. He didn’t go without because giving
back to the community is the co-op way!!
#co-opcaresaboutcommunity

Journal Entry 5:
What a great night with Sylvia! Daddy started a bonfire,

and we roasted marshmallows. Sylvia said they never lie
on their back and watch the stars in Smogville because you
can’t actually see them. But she did say Smogville had us
beat on high-speed internet. They have all the latest
technology and gadgets, but I let her know they didn’t
have us beat for long. Our cooperatives are currently
working on a broadband expansion program. Daddy said
the new broadband would be like it was back in the day
when electricity first became available. Sylvia was amazed
to hear that in the old days the big “for-profit” companies
didn’t offer electricity to rural towns because it didn’t
make enough money. That’s why the community rallied
together to create the “nonprofit” cooperatives. Our
cooperatives are nonprofit organizations that are owned by
the members, which means surplus revenue goes directly
back into the co-op for things like rising technology needs.
Well, my eyes are getting heavy, and my tummy is full of
s’mores!!!  I’ve got to turn in for the night. Busy day
tomorrow!!!
#nonprofitsrock
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2017 Washington Youth Tour 

Journal Entry 6:
Getting ready for bed and got a lot on my mind. I’m so

sad for my cousin and sad she lives in a place where the
community is not strong. I told her last night that I’m
leaving for D.C. in the morning to attend the Washington
Youth Tour. Our co-op is so focused on the community and
young people. This trip is one of the many things our co-op
does for the youth. Also, they award college scholarships,
host 4-H Electric Camps and sponsor spelling bees and art

contests, to name a few.  Wow, I love my little town!!!
After hearing all of her problems, I think everyone needs to
be aware of what’s going on in Smogville! I’ve got it!!
While in D.C., I’m going to compete to be on the Youth
Leadership Council or, better yet, become a Cooperative
Youth Ambassador. I told Sylvia not to worry; my Co-Op
goes beyond the wires to make a difference, and I will,
too!!! To be continued ...
#maggieinDCbeyondthewires

ops genuinely care about the prosperity of the
communities we serve. The Washington Youth Tour is a
small but important way for us to show these exceptional
students that rural Tennessee matters. We want them to be
passionate about their communities and prepared to lead
when those opportunities come along.”
President Lyndon Johnson inspired the Washington

Youth Tour in 1957 when he encouraged electric
cooperatives to send youngsters to the nation’s capital. In
the years since, more than 6,000 young Tennesseans have
been delegates on the Washington Youth Tour. 
Details on how to enter the 2018 Washington Youth

Tour will be distributed to high schools within CEMC’s
service area this fall. Information will also be available in
the January 2018 issue of The Tennessee Magazine; on
CEMC’s website, www.cemc.org; and on the co-op’s
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/cumberlandelectric. 
CEMC’s top 2017 short story, written by MaryBeth

Edwards, currently a senior at Stewart County High
School, begins on page 24 of this magazine. 

Continued from page 23

Sens. Bob Corker, left, and Lamar Alexander welcome
Tennessee students to the U.S. Capitol.

Above left, students gather to tour the breathtaking Washington National Cathedral. Above right, delegates visit the
Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial.
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Fall into 
energy-efficiency

The summer heat will soon pass, and the fading
greenery will soon announce that fall is here.
When the temperatures settle into comfortable
levels, we often venture out into the beautiful

Tennessee outdoors. While this time of year may be ideal
for enjoying the falling leaves, it is also a great time to
tend to those to-do lists we’ve been postponing during the
heat of the summer. 
During this season, many take advantage of the

tolerable temperatures by opening windows instead of
running air conditioning. This is also a great time to
review your energy use, which can be done by using
Cumberland Electric Membership Corporation’s
SmartHub mobile app or by logging in to your account at
www.cemc.org. Heating and cooling typically make up
around 50 percent of any home’s energy consumption, so
comparing energy used from the June-August cooling
seasons to the March-May and September-November
periods can often illustrate the impact that space-cooling
has on your operating cost.  

Tune it up
As heating and cooling make up the largest portion of

energy consumption, it is important to keep your home’s
heating, ventilation and air-conditioning (HVAC) system
in good maintenance. Of course, changing your air filters
each month is the first step, but it is also advised to have
HVAC maintenance performed twice a year. Spring and
fall are excellent times to do so.
In performing a tune-up, the technician will clean both

coils, lubricate any moving parts, inspect the condensate
drains for obstruction and look for any maintenance issues
to be addressed before the next operating season.
Remember that a $50 tune-up today might save you
$1,000 tomorrow!

Seal it up
It’s always a great time to keep the indoor air inside the

house. Any drafty areas you noticed last winter are
probably due to air infiltration. Check the weather-
stripping on doors and windows; any repairs here can be
completed very inexpensively.  Inspect for cracked or
missing caulking around windows and baseboards.  With a
little effort and small expense, you can prepare your home
to be ready for the rest of the year.

By Joseph Woodard, 
CEMC Energy Programs Inspector

If you have never caulked before or do not re-
ally know what to look for in your crawlspace
or attic, we can teach you! Cumberland Elec-
tric Membership Corporation offers a series of

do-it-yourself energy-efficiency workshops through-
out our service area to teach low/no-cost efficiency
measures that can be performed by any homeowner. 
The workshops cover how electricity is

consumed and billed and how to identify trends in
energy consumption to reduce wasted energy.
Hands-on training on effective caulking, weather
stripping and spray foam application will also be
offered. As an added bonus, each household in
attendance will receive a free do-it-yourself kit with
materials used during the class to help get you
started at your own home. Sessions are limited to
the first 25 households that register.
Workshops are held in March and September

each year. Registration for September’s sessions
(listed below) is now open at www.cemc.org. 

Saturday, Sept. 2
9-11 a.m.

Robert Coleman Community Center
303 Portland Blvd.

Portland

Saturday, Sept. 9
9-11 a.m. 

CEMC Annex
1201 5th Ave W
Springfield

Saturday, Sept. 16
9-11 a.m. 

Dover CEMC office
420 Spring St. 

Dover

Join CEMC for a FREE 
DIY Workshop


