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One of the things I have learned as a Christian educator 
about out faith journeys is that God will challenge us and 
surprise us in God’s time. Our churches and classrooms, 
our synod offices, professors’ offices (and yes, even 
president’s offices!), are full of folks who started down 
different paths, or found a second career after retirement, 
or found God calling them in a different direction than the 
one they thought they were headed in.

In this issue of United, we bring you stories of alumni who 
ended up in Madagascar (with the ELCA’s excellent Young 
Adults in Global Mission program), who found God calling 
them to run for U.S. Congress, who found a call in the 
dual vocation of medical administration and young-adult 
ministry; and students who are in a second career (after 
35 years and a national role at Nabisco) and a third career 
(after stints as a church organist and teacher). Here at 
ULS, we train people of all ages for leadership roles in just 
about any conceivable role in multiple denominations and 
throughout the world.

And of course we continue to train faith leaders for a 
changing church and a changing world. We recently hosted 
Internship Matching Day at the Gettysburg Campus, 
where students learn where they will serve as interns. 
The Urban Theological Institute at ULS recently hosted its 
Preaching With Power event, inviting distinguished African-
American clergy and theologians to preach and lecture 
(mostly preach!) at the ULS Philadelphia Campus and at 
churches around Philadelphia. We also hosted ten bishops 
from ELCA Regions 7 and 8 at the Gettysburg Campus in 
February, who enjoyed hospitality from students, faculty, 
and staff, investigating new ways to provide theological 
education today, and also enjoying Beer and Hymns — 
which is just as much fun as it sounds like!

We are grateful for the support of our dedicated alumni 
in all we do, and we look forward to our continued 
commitment to Unifying, Learning, and Serving with you as 
our partners for many years to come.

Sincerely,

Dr. Richard Green
Interim President

Dear Alumni,
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Dear Friends,

Congratulations to the Class of 2019!

After years of hard work — and many prayers — these 
graduates join the multitude of alumni from United 
Lutheran Seminary and our predecessor schools in living 
out their vocations in congregations … and hospitals … and 
schools … and social ministry organizations. 

We are abundantly proud of the ministries in which our faithful alumni serve for the sake of the 
Gospel.

For some of us, it seems like just yesterday that we were putting on our academic robes to 
graduate and enter the next phase of ministry. For those celebrating milestone reunion years at 
the Spring Convocations, it has been a little bit longer. But, regardless of when we graduated, all 
of us are bound together by the stories and the experiences of our seminary education. We form 
relationships by celebrating each other’s successes and offering our prayers and support when 
the path ahead is difficult. These friendships are nurtured by memories formed in the hallways 
of dorms and the libraries. Our commitments begin and are strengthened in the chapel and over 
meals. And when we meet others who have walked those paths at different times, we make new 
relationships and welcome them as fellow alumni.

Whether you have graduated five years ago or fifty, I invite you to reach out to the new servant 
leaders who are joining our ranks. As they are called to serve where you are called, invite them to 
Bible study and to lunch. Build relationships and know that — whether we were in Philadelphia or 
Gettysburg — together we are UNITED!

In Gratitude,

Rev. Angela Zimmann, Ph.D., CFRE
Vice President of Institutional Advancement
President, United Lutheran Seminary Endowment Foundation

P.S. Be on the lookout for an invitation to several, regional alumni gatherings to talk about the 
future of the Alumni Relations Office and Director position.
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In the Fall of 2018, United Lutheran Seminary debuted 
a new course that offered students the opportunity 
to study the theology of evangelism, while also 
exploring the missional context of the Gettysburg 
community. The Rev. Jennifer Hope-Tringali, Director 
of Evangelical Mission for New Mission for the ELCA’s 
Lower Susquehanna Synod, taught the new course 
with the Rev. Dr. Gil Waldkoenig, Paulssen-Hale-Maurer 
Professor of Church in Society and Director of the 
Town and Country Church Institute and a former 
Director of Evangelical Mission for the West Virginia-
Western Maryland Synod. Rev. Hope-Tringali is an 
MDiv alumna of ULS predecessor institution Lutheran 
Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, class of 2016, and 
a current Doctor of Ministry student at ULS. Rev. Dr. 
Waldkoenig is also an LTSG alumnus, graduating with 
an MDiv degree in 1989.

The course has a scriptural and theological study 
component, missional context mapping, and a final 
project. Class discussions centered on how biblical 
characters evangelize in scripture, and how the 
scriptural concepts translate into congregational life 
and ministerial leadership today. Students divided 
into three groups for the missional context study, to 
explore three different areas in downtown Gettysburg, 
interviewing residents they encounter. This context 
mapping, along with the theological study and final 
project, combined to create a comprehensive course 
that enabled students to grow theologically, gain tools 
for ministry, and support the local community. 

One of the innovative components of the class was 
local context mapping. The three teams of students 
canvased three different sections of downtown 

Neighbor to Neighbor
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Gettysburg many times to see what was significant 
in these neighborhoods, where people gathered, and 
what ministry might look like in these contexts. In the 
classroom, students studied data from MissionInsite 
(https://missioninsite.com/), a firm dedicated to helping 
religious entities understand local demographics. The 
data provided students with detailed information on the 
demographics of downtown Gettysburg. “MissionInsite 
data is useful in the context mapping part, but it also 
gives some context and prepared the students for 
interviewing,” Rev. Hope-Tringali said in a telephone 
interview. “It can be intimidating to just walk around 
talking to people you don’t know, but the data gave some 
clues as to what to expect.”

The students were able to use MissionInsite date 
through Rev. Hope-Tringali’s work at the synod, which 
has a subscription to the data for their region, as 
the churches involved are affiliated with the synod. 
MissionInsite also provided insightful information 
about how people living in downtown Gettysburg view 
Christian churches and what they are most looking for 
in an encounter with a church-affiliated person. Many 
people were looking for a warm, friendly encounter with 
a church organization. All of this information was vital in 
formulating the final integrative projects.

“Students studied the community, and the three groups 
[one for each of three churches collaborating with 
students in the class] presented findings and ideas 
for mission in Gettysburg,” Dr. Waldkoenig said in a 
telephone interview. “The final session was where not 
only the three groups could hear presentations, but the 
churches were invited to come and listen. There were 
about 12 people from the churches. The groups were to 
come up with approaches to mission. We were trying to 
get to some new ideas.”

Waldkoenig said the churches were all very involved 
in the community. “ There is a lot going on, a lot 
of evangelism, some outreach, social ministry,” 
Waldkoenig said. “They are very active in the community. 

The projects were geared to identifying mission 
relationships.” 

On the final day of the class, the students presented 
what they learned about the community and ideas for 
innovative evangelism projects. Members and pastors 
from local congregations, including ELCA parishes 
Christ Church and St. James, and the Gettysburg Four 
Square Gospel Church, came to hear the presentations. 
The students’ project ideas ranged from young adult 
coffee shop gatherings and ecumenical dinner church to 
summer art camps and intergenerational tutoring nights. 
All of the project proposals stemmed from the desire to 
meet ULS’ neighbors and the needs of the downtown 
Gettysburg community, empowered by the love and 
grace shown to us by God through Jesus Christ.  

Rev. Hope-Tringali said an unexpected outcome of the 
class was that the new ideas generated by the students 
for mission in Gettysburg caught the imagination 
of the folks from the three churches, who began to 
implement some of the ideas immediately. “That was 
a surprise, and really wonderful,” she said. “To see the 
feedback from the faith communities, and then to see 
them immediately implement some of the ideas was 
awesome.”

Emeritus Professor William Avery, a Gettysburg alumnus 
and from 1983 to 2009 Professor Emeritus of Field 
Education and The Arthur L. Larson Professor Emeritus 
of Stewardship and Parish Ministry at LTSG, attended 
the final presentations and emailed Dean Jayakiran 
Sebastian and Waldkoenig about his impressions. “I was 
very impressed with the design of this class that had 
the students go beyond their normal comfort zone to 
engage the people whom they met in town,” Avery wrote. 
“What a wonderful way this was to teach the students 
an approach to learning about any community to which 
they will be called.” Avery was especially impressed that 
the course involved students locally. “Also, this course 
is an excellent method to encourage students to focus 
on the community in which the seminary is imbedded,” 
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Avery wrote. “… Because in my opinion this investment by 
students in the community is extremely important, this 
course (and others like it) are critical for our educational 
formation. I hope this course will be offered frequently, at 
both seminary locations and in various formats.”

Waldkoenig said that for him personally, participating in the 
class was spiritually satisfying. “It was very meaningful to be 
involved,” he said in the telephone interview. “[The student] 
participants in the course are all vocationally driven toward 
mission, so they brought enthusiasm and excitement. I 
enjoyed being with them, being a part of that, to help them 
move from their aspirations to the next steps, to be leaders 
wherever God would call them.”

One student, John Lowry, an MDiv student from the Four 
Square denomination, directly funneled the lessons he 
learned in the class into real ministry endeavors. Throughout 
the course, John felt God calling him to new ministry 
ventures, but he was not sure what direction to take. While 
canvassing downtown Gettysburg with classmates, John 
struck up a conversation with a woman at Dolly’s Coin 
Laundry. From that meeting, along with further conversation 
and prayer, John felt called to host a gathering at the 

laundromat to build better relationships with folks who 
gather there. 

Rev. Hope-Tringali said something that was especially 
spiritually satisfying for her was watching students from 
diverse backgrounds learn about how their backgrounds 
affect their conceptions of mission and evangelism, and 
begin to apply that understanding to the world. “One of 
the things that’s rewarding for me about teaching is that 
it’s not just about passing along information, but about 
helping [students] to contextualize that information for their 
situations [in particular churches],” she said. “… It’s exciting 
for me to see students talk about Missional Evangelism and 
begin to work out how they can shape that information to 
use in their own situations.”

The new Missional Evangelism course was a wonderful 
opportunity for seminary students to gain hands-on ministry 
experience that can directly be used in future or present 
contexts. Rooted in the radical love and grace of God, these 
students are called and equipped to share the Gospel with 
their neighbors. •
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Wondering what to do about declining church 
attendance is a common activity among church 

leaders today. Actually finding solutions? Not so much.

Rev. Tiffany Chaney (LTSP, 2012) is reinventing “church” 
in two ways through her rolse as pastor. She is planting a 
successful ministry, Gathered by Grace (GBG), for young 
adults — in the 18- to 40-year-old range — in Montgomery, 
AL, and she is a bi-vocational pastor, working as System 
Director of Business Development for Baptist Health.

“As far as my working life, the roles of business 
development and mission development in ministry are 
complementary,” Rev. Chaney said. “There are important 
skills and attitudes that are the same. 

There are times when things overlap, but in general there 
are pieces that work well together.”

Gathered by Grace meets every Tuesday at Newk’s 
Restaurant and holds an online Bible study session 
every Sunday night. The group has chosen ongoing 
service projects that create “little libraries” in underserved 
communities. They also support literacy by raising 
funds and donating to reading programs in Montgomery 
schools. So far, GBG has reached ten schools. 

Rev. Chaney stresses that GBG’s model is not “better” 
than a traditional church model, but is “a different way for 
young adults to engage faith. Gathered by Grace meets 
on Tuesday nights in a restaurant. Traditional churches 
often have mid-week services and studies; but, being in a 

Grace on the Menu
Rev. Tiffany Chaney explores new model for young adults in Alabama
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restaurant gives a different feel, especially for people who 
may find a church building to be a barrier. Also, the online 
format works well for people who have challenges getting to 
a physical space.”

Besides the convenience of online fellowship and a non-
Sunday “in person” meeting, GBG also provides something 
that many traditional churches struggle with, “being able to 
have a space where their voices are heard, and where they 
can discern their faith without judgment. Those things are 
more important than where and when we meet.”

The new model has attracted many grateful families. 
“As a homeschooling mom of two school-aged children, and 
a recent new parent for the third time, it is a great blessing 
to be able to participate in an online Bible study community 
through Gathered by Grace,” said GBG member Morissa 
Tuck. “In this season of my life, it is not as convenient to 
attend the in-person sessions, but this alternative allows me 
to connect with the faith community without sacrificing the 
current needs within my home. Pastor Tiffany leads each 
session with thought-provoking and informative topics that 
I am able to share with my husband and meditate on each 
week, applying as necessary to my daily life and journey as 
a believer. I am grateful for the opportunity to engage with 
others and remain an active participant within the ministry 
of Gathered by Grace.”

“What we are looking to do is to engage more deeply in the 
community,” Rev. Chaney said, with outreach to college 
campuses and other efforts, “we are building awareness of 
God’s grace, that we are here for them, and that is continuing 
to spread. It may come in creating new spaces, and we are 
open to that.”

GBG has a traditional church partner, Messiah Lutheran 
in Montgomery that provides an administrative home and 
other supports, but mostly GBG is on its own and rapidly 
learning a new kind of ministry. “I think I have learned that 
there are plenty of people out there” who are searching for 

new ways to worship and serve. “I am particularly sensitive 
to the fact that there are a lot of people who treat young 
adults as a monolithic group, and that is not the case. They 
are dynamic folks who want to grow in their faith in Christ, 
and they want a space to develop that.”

Aside from the challenges of forging a ministry outside 
of the four church walls, the bi-vocational aspect of Rev. 
Chaney’s work also has an impact on her ministry. “There 
are challenges around time, around setting clear boundaries 
about when I can be available,” Rev. Chaney said. “There has 
to be a clear covenant between congregation and pastor, 
and I have to create expectations for myself about both 
vocations and self care. But my experience as a bi-vocational 
mission developer will be different than that of a pastor from 
a traditional congregation doing something similar. There has 
to be a shift in culture which is harder to do.” •
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What sort of ministry are you 
involved in Madagascar? 

A: My job here in Madagascar is to teach English. 
I currently teach at two different sites in the city of 
Fianarantsoa. My primary site is at SALT [The Lutheran 

Graduate School of Theology], the national seminary of 
Madagascar. I teach five different courses, four different 
grade levels and a staff class, and we also have a weekly 
English Club. My second site is Amboaloboka, a young 
women’s vocational school.

Arin Liszka graduated from ULS last year with a Master of Arts in Religion. She was a resident on the 
Gettysburg Campus. She is currently serving for a year in Fianarantsoa, Madagascar, with Young Adults 
in Global Mission (YAGM), an ELCA overseas mission ministry. She responded to written questions via 
email. The interview has been lightly edited to conform to United Magazine’s style.

Mission to Madagascar
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Can you give a typical daily schedule?

A: A typical day is difficult to lay out because every day of 
my week is different so I will try and give a quick rundown of 
a week:
Monday: Chapel 7:45-8:15, teach 2-4, 4-6.
Tuesday: English practice lunch in café 12-1, teach 3-5.
Wednesday: Leave for Amboaloboka at 9 and arrive at 10.   
 Teach 10-12, lunch and meeting with my site supervisor,  
 arrive back at SALT 2, choir 4-5.
Thursday: Chapel 7:45-8:15, teach 2-4, 4-6
Friday: Chapel 7:45-8:15, choir 4-5, English Club 5-6:30
Saturday: Off
Sunday: Church 9-12:30 (the time varies a lot based on   
 the service. Sometimes we go until 10:30 if there is no   
 communion, but a full service will go for a while).

Outside of that my schedule is pretty flexible. A lot of things 
come up and change, that’s just part of life here, but I try 
my best to prioritize my time for the students at SALT. They 
will stop by my apartment when they have time to practice 
English, so I make myself available during the week for that. 
I also have to make time to walk into town and shop. That 
takes about an hour total. 

YAGM is quite challenging in many ways. Why did 
you choose a YAGM year after seminary?

A: YAGM is definitely a challenging year, something I 
honestly wasn’t aware of before applying. I learned a bit about 
the challenges during DIP (Discernment Interview Placement), 
but honestly, nothing truly prepares you for the challenges 
that you face once you enter the year.

I applied for YAGM back for the 2015-16 cycle, but wasn’t 
accepted. Since then, it’s honestly something that I couldn’t 
stop thinking about. I knew that I wanted to do something 
with the year after I graduated from seminary before figuring 
out what the next step was, and something within me told me 
to give it another shot. I also wanted to be able to use a lot 
of what I learned during my time in seminary. Seminary is a 
great place to learn a bunch of things about ministry, but there 
isn’t always the space to put it all into practice, especially 
when you are an MA student. This seemed like a great fit for 
what I felt called to do.

How has your ULS experience prepared you 
for YAGM? What classes/ideas/lessons are 
particularly helpful or meaningful to you there?

A: It is honestly hard to pick anything specific that prepared 
me for YAGM. I’d say more than anything, my interactions 
with specific staff and faculty shaped me and prepared me 
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more than any class. The relationships I formed with faculty, 
specifically on the Gettysburg campus which is where I lived 
for my two years, have been a surprising support system 
during my time here. My third day in Madagascar, we arrived 
in Antsirabe where we would spend 3 weeks for language 
training and orientation. We were greeted at the gate by an 
American missionary, not associated with the ELCA, and 
she started asking questions about each of us. At one point 
after my friend said she attended a Lutheran College, she 
said, “Oh! You must be the one that I have a letter for.” Turns 
out, the letter was actually for me. Hand delivered! [ULS 
Professor of Modern Church History and Global MIssion] 
Dr. [Maria] Erling had run into Patricia, the missionary, and 
they began talking and as soon as Dr. Erling found out that 
Patricia lived in Madagascar she sat down and wrote a letter. 
I’ve received a few letters from her during my time here and 
each time they are an incredible reminder of my time in 
Gettysburg and the relationships that were formed. 
If I had to choose some classes, I would choose:
 Contemplative Christian Spirituality - Dr. John Largen 
 History of Lutheranism - Dr. Erling 
 Salvation as Liberation - Dr. Kristin Largen 
 Mysticism and Spirituality - Dr. Vincent Evener 
These four classes are ones that have stuck with me 
since taking them and have been ones that I have drawn 
from during my time here. History of Lutheranism gave 
me an introduction to the Lutheran Church outside of 
the US and began the conversations of what it looks like 

to be a Lutheran in other contexts. These conversations 
helped prepare me for life in a new context, specifically a 
religious life in a country that is very religious. Salvation 
as Liberation was one of my favorite classes during my 
time in seminary. Being introduced to liberative theologies 
was something that completely changed the way I looked 
at religion and changed the way I view God. The lessons 
and conversations from that class are ones that I always 
carry with me and have impacted the ways that I approach 
ministry. Contemplative Christian Spirituality is the class that 
has impacted me the most. During that class, we were able 
to explore different ways of connecting with God through 
prayer, meditation, and a handful of other things. I’ve found 
myself drawing from these practices often as a means of 
sustaining my faith during some of the more difficult times. 
Mysticism and Spirituality introduced me to some of my 
favorite mystics and their works have brought me much 
needed comfort during this year!

In a “post-colonial” world, how do you feel about 
your work in Madagascar? How have you been 
received as a person from another culture?

A: My primary work here in Madagascar is and has always 
been to teach English. My country coordinator, Pastor 
Kirsten Laderach, made that very clear during the interview 
process. I think laying that out there has impacted the ways 
I feel about my work here. I understand that I’m not here 
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to save anyone or to make some huge life change for the 
people of Madagascar. YAGM and the ELCA give us the 
language of accompaniment and I think that really shapes 
the way I see my work. Rather than approaching it as white 
savior complex, I see it as walking alongside our global 
companions. I have learned way more from the Malagasy 
people than anything I have been able to offer.

At my sites, I have been warmly welcomed and received into 
the communities. Immediately, I knew that I was wanted 
here and that I was going to be cared for. This was quickly 
reinforced after I broke my leg within my first month at my 
site. My site has had a volunteer every year the program has 
been in Madagascar, so they are used to having a YAGM 
here and are incredible about making this home for us. 

How has your experience affected your faith?

A: My faith has been on a rollercoaster since getting 
here. Like I said above and you pointed out, YAGM is 
a challenging year. It’s something that continues to 
challenge, change, and shape my faith on a daily basis. 
The biggest change to my faith though is concerning my 
discernment. I had entered seminary as an MDiv student, 
then I switched my degree for a handful of reasons the 
spring of my first year. My plan was to pursue academia 
after leaving ULS. I’ve had a lot of time to continue to 
discern while I’ve been here. Having time for reflection 
that I don’t think I gave myself before and space from both 
of those worlds that I felt called to have given me a lot to 
wrestle with and think about. While I was so sure at one 
point that I would never go back to seminary and definitely 
not ever for an MDiv, that doesn’t seem so crazy anymore. 

Another change in my faith comes from actually reading 
the Bible. It’s not something I have ever done much of, 
not even during seminary. I avoided biblical classes as 
best as I could because I just had no interest. I was all 
about the History and Theology classes. But I’ve found 
myself turning to scripture a lot during this year for words 
of comfort and reassurance. I think it’s definitely been 
strengthened in that aspect. 

What do you most enjoy there? 

A: In a broad sense, I think I like the person Madagascar 
is shaping me to be. I’ve always been a person who does 
not like change; I need to know what’s going on all the 
time, I need to have a plan, and above all that, I need to be 
early. None of those things are part of life here. The whole 
YAGM process, in general, chilled me out a bit, but life here 
has definitely changed those things about me. Time isn’t 
everything here and things change so quickly that you have 
to adapt and just go with the flow. It’s a lot more relaxed!  
For fun, I love to spend time just exploring. Madagascar is 
one of the most beautiful places and I am trying to take it 
all in while I’m here as best I can. On my day off, I really like 
getting away from campus and just exploring. I’ve always 
loved to take pictures, so I love the chance to take pictures 
here, although they never do justice to the real thing.

What do you find most unfamiliar?

A: The most unfamiliar thing would have to be adjusting to 
the fact that you can’t just go to a supermarket and get the 
fruits or vegetable you want. I’ve had to learn the seasons 
for certain fruits and vegetables and get used to how quickly 
that can change. •
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Rev. Dr. Katie Day, The Charles A. Scheiren Professor of 
Church and Society at United Lutheran Seminary, submitted 
a letter announcing her retirement to Interim President Dr.
Richard Green. Her retirement is effective July 1, 2019.

“Although I still get so much satisfaction from teaching, it is 
time to leave,” Dr. Day wrote in her announcement letter. “I 
have other research and writing goals to pursue. There are
younger scholars I would like to encourage to take up this 
critical vocation of forming emerging leaders in the area of 
church and society.”

Dr. Day began her career at ULS predecessor institution 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia July 1, 1985 
in the Church and Society program.

“We are very sorry to see Dr. Day go,” said ULS Interim 
President Dr. Richard Green. “She has been a model of 
academic rigor, outstanding pedagogy, and dedicated 
research as a faculty member here at ULS and formerly 
LTSP. Her work in her chosen academic field has enriched
theological education throughout the world. Her warm 
manner and wry sense of humor will be missed on campus 
by every member of our community.”

A native of the Eastern Shore of Maryland, Dr. Day is 
ordained in the ministry of word and sacrament through the 
Presbyterian Church, USA. She lives in Cambridge, MD, with 
her husband, Jim Sicks. They have four adult children. •

Back in the Day...
Rev. Dr. Katie Day is set to retire after long, distinguished career



15

A few times each year, members of St. James 
Lutheran Church in downtown Gettysburg come 

together to prepare dinner for ULS students. The dinner is 
held in the seminary refectory and all students and their 
families are invited to attend. This past March, the dinner 
was held during a week of intensive classes. Because so 
many students from both the Gettysburg, Philadelphia, 
and Distance Learning campuses were on campus for the 
Intensives, it was a wonderful opportunity for fellowship 
amongst different members of the community. The week-
long Intensive class schedule is not easy for students, 
so heading to the refectory for a home-cooked meal 
after several days of classes was a great gift from the St. 
James Community. 

St. James has been committed to supporting the 
seminarians for several years. With every dinner, the 
relationship between the seminary community and the 
congregation grows. Seminarian Karl Muhlbach, who 
has attended several of the St. James dinners, describes 
them by saying, “They don’t just give us food, but they also 

have conversation. It’s such a blessing to have such a 
supportive church right next to campus.” St. James Social 
Ministry Committee Co-Chair and lead dinner organizer, 
Priscilla Shuba, feels that the dinners are an important way 
to show love and support to the seminarians. “We’re very 
glad to have them here and think it’s important to support 
them. This is our little way of doing it. Tonight we had a 
wonderful group of people come, we’re enjoying it and I 
think they did too. I know it’s a nice blessing for them and 
provides a bit of a respite too.”

United Lutheran Seminary is deeply enriched through 
partnerships with local congregations such as St. James in 
Gettysburg. Seminarians are so grateful for the wonderful 
expressions of hospitality and generosity offered by the St. 
James community. The food is most certainly delicious, 
but it is the genuine expressions of love and support from 
St. James that have the greatest impact on the seminary 
community. Seminarians and St. James’ members look 
forward to enjoying sharing many delicious meals and 
conversations in the future! •

Dining In,  
Reaching Out

Annual St. James Dinner joins students and parish together
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Clergy titles are pretty straightforward. There is Rev., Rev. Dr., 
Bp., and some denominations have Rt. Rev. and even Most 
Rev. But Rev. George Scott, the pastor of Trinity Lutheran 
Church in East Berlin, PA, and a 2013 MDiv graduate of ULS 
predecessor Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg, 
was almost Rep. Rev. 

“I ran for U.S. Congress,” Scott said in a telephone interview 
from the pastor’s office at Trinity. “It was important to me, and 
I sensed a call to do it.”

Scott said there were two main factors that propelled his 
decision to run. “It was a combination of seeing the increase 
in divisiveness caused by the 2016 election cycle, not just at 
the national level, but local communities as well,” Scott said. 

“The other thing was how many people are struggling week to 
week and even day to day. The economy is roaring ahead on 
paper, but a lot of people are being left behind.”

Scott ran as a Democrat, winning a four-way primary to 
face a two-term incumbent, Scott Perry, who received the 
endorsement of President Donald Trump. Scott brought 
a lot to the table against Perry. Being a pastor and a 20-
year veteran officer retired from the U.S. Army are fine 
centrist credentials in this age of culture war. “I didn’t get 
a lot of direct questions about being a pastor,” Scott said. 
“On the whole, it probably helped me. The district has a 
higher percentage of people of faith, of Christian faith, than 
the country as a whole …. Some folks really struggled on 
individual issues, social issues, about my role in politics as a 

Alumnus George Scott runs 
for US Rep.
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pastor, like same-sex marriage. Some on the right struggled 
with that. But I explained about the [ELCA’s position], and just 
went on from there.”

Add in the “blue wave” effect in this year’s election, when anti-
Trump sentiment washed 41 more Democrats into the U.S. 
House of Representatives than in the previous Congress, just 
shy of the 49 who took their seats after President Richard M. 
Nixon’s resignation, and Scott had a pretty good chance of 
beating the incumbent. In the end he won 48.6 percent of the 
vote to Perry’s 51.4 percent.

The race was a bit unusual. Pennsylvania Legislature’s 
redistricting plan changed the district boundaries and the 
district itself in mid-elect, moving a very Republican-friendly 
“old” 4th District into a fairer “new” 10th District. Scott saw an 
opportunity. “I filed my petitions with all the needed signatures 
in May of 2017,” Scott said. “I campaigned part time into 2018, 
and then on Feb. 1, I started unpaid leave to run full time.” 
Scott said his parish has been “great” about his run. “Overall 
the reaction was quite welcoming,” Scott said. “They were 
kind enough to let me do it as an unpaid leave of absence, 
and I came back before the end of November. They are really 
faithful, they genuinely try to serve God.”

In the primary campaign, Scott said he focused on “retail” 
politics, knocking on doors and hosting “house parties,” where 
a supporter would invite friends and neighbors to a meet 
and greet with the candidate. “We ran one TV ad during the 
primary,” Scott said. “In the general, when we had to reach 
a variety of people with different political views, we had to 
raise money and do more media.” There were some personal 
attacks, which Scott said he didn’t take too personally, 
including one involving a photo of him in 1989 while he was 
serving in the Army, of him holding a gun to the head of a 
fellow-soldier holding an “Operation Just Cause” sign. The 
photo was in the aid of a long-forgotten joke, but supporters 
of Perry tried to make an issue of it. “Our response was that 
this was a desperation move by the opposition, and that it 
wasn’t relevant at all to the campaign,” Scott said.

Scott said he learned a tremendous amount on the campaign 
trail, just listening to his would-be constituents. “I learned that 
a lot of people feel that no one is listening to them,” Scott said. 
“The skills I developed in ministry for listening were incredibly 
helpful. People are not used to candidates listening to what 
they say. People are really struggling.” •

“The other thing was how many people are struggling week to 
week and even day to day. The economy is roaring ahead on 

paper, but a lot of people are being left behind.”
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ULS is excited to announce the rollout of our new logo and 
brand identity!

In a world of electronic media, communication in tweets and 
blog posts, where everyone is bombarded with symbols and 
pictures and words seemingly every second of every day, it’s 
important for institutions to have symbols easily associated 
with them. Our new ULS logo and accompanying branding 
will provide a strong, unified visual identity built upon our 
core values.

The process to design our new brand began last summer, 
when the ULS Communications Department kicked off the 
design process with over 200 logo mockup options. The 
Brand Development Task Force, with student, faculty, staff, 
and alumni representation, whittled that number down to 
a final six. Focus groups and surveys came up with a clear 
choice, with the new “U” logo receiving the overwhelming 
majority of votes.

According to Task Force member Biblical Studies Professor 
Rev. Dr. Mark Hoffman, every aspect of the design carries 

significance. The design, a “U” symbolizing United Lutheran 
Seminary, is pulled together by the cross on the left side, 
signifying the joining of two institutions and our unity, as 
Christians, in Christ. The cross is our foundation, but also 
pulls us together and sends us into the future as one. Blue 
symbolizes heaven and eternity, and gold signifies things 
that are precious and valuable. The white that runs through 
it symbolizes purity, as well as the Light of the world whom 
we worship.

The Communications Department staff and all who 
participated in the nearly year-long process were 
determined to make the new logo and brand the best they 
could be. Our new brand will speak for us to the public 
and will become a symbol to the world of all that we are 
as an institution.

You will begin to see the new brand and logo in online and 
print publications, on signs and in other communications, 
on and off our campuses. Look for clothing and other 
merchandise with the new brand soon! Check www.uls.edu 
for the latest updates. •

New School, New Brand
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Available now at www.uls.edu/store



20

A few years ago, Eric Faret was a corporate baron, a high-
powered executive at Nabisco who invented a powerful tool 
for creating efficiencies in sales and merchandising. Now he 
sits in classrooms at ULS’ Philadelphia campus puzzling over 
the doctrines of atonement and the economy of the Trinity.

“I had a 35-year career [at Nabisco] and the arc of my career 
ended up at a peak,” Faret, a second year MDiv student and 
a candidate for ELCA ordination to the ministry of Word 
and Sacrament, and a resident of Long Island, NY. “That’s 
something a lot of people are not able to do. I felt like I was 
really at the top of my game, one of the few people in the 
company with my expertise. I was the king.”

The contrast between then and now is strong. “The business 
world is very quick,” Faret said. “You go from one deadline to 
another. It’s hard to take things in and spend time processing 

them. [At ULS], there are still deadlines, but not as intense. I’m 
certainly reading more. I have never read as much in my life.”

There’s also a basic difference in mindset. “The other big 
adjustment for me was, people in [corporate] management 
want to see solutions. If you don’t go into a meeting and 
present a solution right away, they just don’t want to hear it. 
In seminary, there’s a 15 or 20 page paper, and on what? You 
need to find a thought or a feeling and build on that.”
Another area of difference is in ethics. Faret was a middle 
manager when Nabisco was purchased in a hostile takeover 
by Kolbert Kravis & Roberts (KKR), whose famous executive 
Ivan Boesky pioneered the “leveraged buyout” process in 
investing, where a group of investor buy a corporation by 
taking out millions of dollars in loans, then sells off parts of 
the company, lays off employees, and often raids employee 
benefit funds to make money quickly for the investors. The 

From Corporate “King” to 
Parish Priest, Via Grief

Eric Faret negotiates the shift from Nabisco reports to ULS papers
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KKR takeover of then RJR Nabisco was later the subject of a 
book and movie, “Barbarians at the Gates.”

Before the KKR deal, Faret said Nabisco was a good 
company, with solid values. “You had a job for life, and there 
really was a family feel to the company,” he said. “I even had 
a picture of my boss on my refrigerator.”

“I was a sales manager [when the deal was done]. I had 
12 people working for me,” Faret said. “Basically, we let go 
90 percent of our staff. I … had to tell people, good valued 
employees that they didn’t have a job any more.”

Faret found the process itself troubling, let alone firing a lot 
of people to make already rich investors richer. “There was 
a script we had to use,” he said. “We were told to meet them 
in a hotel lobby, a public place in case they freaked out. After 
that, it was all about head count.”

Faret was able to go out on a high note at Nabisco, though, 
because the process he invented to bring information 
together from merchandising and sales departments 
allowed for greater efficiencies in supplying stores with 
Nabisco products, which also led to layoffs. Yet he also 
suffered in the business environment. “I was demoted once,” 
he said. “Busted down. I told myself it’s just part of the job. 
Now I have to buckle down and work my way back. I was 
able to do it, but there have been many people who couldn’t.”

The corporate experience, though, has left him well-prepared 
for ministry work. “I bring a lot of administrative skills 
I’m going to need [as a pastor],” Faret said. “Budgeting, 
management, getting things done. But I also know what 
people are going through. People in churches have jobs, and 
I can help them with their feelings around losing a job. I’ve 
been there, on both ends. I’ve always kind of had a heart for 
people, and I definitely bring that to ministry. I’ve had marital 
difficulties, the death of a child, I’ve buried a parent. I’ve been 
through those milestones. I can see grief, sense it.”

Perhaps the situation most formative for Faret in his faith 
life is the death of his son after a long struggle with a fatal 
degenerative neurological condition, Batten disease. “[Faret’s 
son Ryan] was diagnosed when he was six years old. It 
causes blindness, seizures, dementia, hallucinations. Ryan 
was 27 when he died.”

Faret said the hardest part of his son’s condition for the 
family was the changed attitudes of friends and even family. 
“It’s a very lonely disease,” Faret said. “People really turned 
away from us. It made them uncomfortable. They didn’t 
know what to say or do.”

But, eventually Faret came to a realization about his life. “I 
was working like crazy. I’d work weekends, just all the time. 
Then I realized I was missing things,” Faret said. “It got me 
back on the path to being a better parent and husband. The 
thing about Batten disease is [Ryan] got to a certain point, 
when he started losing things. You grieve every loss. He had 
one season of Little League. Is this the last time I’ll hear him 
sing? The last time he’ll talk? Know who I am?”

But Ryan’s life wasn’t all hardship. There were a few 
triumphs along the way.

“Ryan loved Billy Joel, the Beatles, and Garth Brooks. Ryan 
had a natural singing voice and music was the balm that kept 
him happy despite his illness,” Faret said. “Ryan’s [request 
to the Make A Wish” foundation] was to sing with Billy Joel. 
They worked out the details at a local benefit Billy performed 
at on Long Island. It was a ‘night of questions and answers’ 
where Billy answered questions about his career and the 
music business. Billy played songs on the piano to demo the 
creation of a song. During the show, I raised my hand (it was 
planned out this way) to ask a question. I mentioned Ryan 
was a big fan, was sick with Batten disease, but lived a happy 
life with Billy’s music. I asked if Ryan could sing with him. I 
was asked to escort Ryan on-stage and Billy introduced him 
to the audience. They sang ‘She’s Got a Way’ together.”

A surprising aspect of life at seminary for Eric has been the 
diversity among the student population, which he found very 
rewarding. “Being one of the oldest guys on campus [at 58], 
I had the idea that I would listen a lot more than I talk. I need 
to learn,” he said. “I’m glad I did. I’ve learned a lot from my 
classmates. I didn’t know anything about LBGTQIA [issues]. 
Being in class when other people raised those topics has 
really helped me understand. I feel blessed that I had that 
opportunity. I’ve really enjoyed the diversity. It’s not like the 
business community, where it’s all old white people.” •
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The Power of the Word
Each year, the Urban Theological Institute (UTI) at ULS hosts its Preaching 
With Power event, inviting distinguished African-American clergy and 
theologians to preach and lecture (mostly preach!) at the ULS Philadelphia 
Campus and at churches around Philadelphia. As usual, this year produced 
a host of powerful messages delivered with the deep passion and erudition 
that is a tradition in our African-American places of worship.

The featured guests were Rev. Dr. Marsha Brown Woodard, Director 
of Supervised Ministries and Senior Lecturer in Christian Ministry at 
Palmer Theological Seminary in Philadelphia, who gave a lecture at the 
Philadelphia Campus; Bishop J. Louis Felton, Senior Pastor and Servant 
Leaders at Mt. Airy Church of God in Christ, who preached at his church; 
UTI Director Rev. Dr. Quintin L. Robertson preached at Mt. Airy COGIC, 
and at Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Germantown; Rev. Dr. Marcus E. 
Cosby, Senior Pastor at Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church in Houston, TX, 
also preached at Mt. Zion; Rev. Dr. Jawanza K. Colvin, Pastor at Olivet 
Institutional Baptist Church in Cleveland, OH, preached at Dare to Imagine 
Church; Rev. Cean R. James, a UTI Alumnus and Founder and Pastor of 
Grace Fellowship United Church of Christ in the Elmwood neighborhood 
of Southwest Philadelphia, preached at the Schaeffer-Ashmead Chapel on 
the Philadelphia Campus; Rev. CeCee Mills, Associate Director for African 
Descent Ministries for the ELCA, preached at Reformation Lutheran Church; 

UTI is dedicated to providing 

theological education to 

church leaders that is relevant 

and upbuilding for the African 

American community. Through 

programming and courses, 

UTI provides opportunities 

for clergy and laypersons 

to prepare themselves for 

service as educated leaders of 

the church.

Preaching With Power highlights preaching excellence to Seminarians
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and Bishop John R. Bryant, Retired Bishop of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, preached at Mt. Tabor AME 
Church.

Preaching With Power is well-attended by ULS students as 
the preachers are some of the best in the country. Listening 
to sermons in the various venues also gives students a 
chance to experience worship in a different denomination, 
which is always a worthwhile and educational experience.
Bertha Cobia, a second-year MDiv student seeking 
ordination in the AME and a licensed evangelist in her 
denomination, heard Rev. James preach at the Philadelphia 
Campus. She said it was an enriching experience, 
“because he not only taught about preaching, but he took 
the scripture and he fit in to black religion.” Rev. James 
preached on Mark 10:46-52, the story of Jesus healing 
Bartimaeus, a blind man. “[Rev. James asked,] why do we 
holler? Why do we get up with excitement in the middle of 
a sermon?” Cobia said. “That’s the experience in the black 
religion. Bartimaeus was excited to be in the presence 
of Jesus, and the black church does the same thing. The 
excitement, the anticipation of Jesus coming into the 
service, the Holy Spirit coming into the service. It’s the 
same thing.”

Joel Davis, a second year M.Div. student seeking ordination 
in the Episcopal Church, heard Bishop Bryant preach at 
Mt. Tabor. “I always have mixed feelings after hearing 
a Preaching with Power sermon,” Davis said. “On the 
one hand, the preachers are just amazingly powerful, 
intelligent and commanding in their material and in their 
presentations. On the other hand, I’m a seminary student, 
and I’m sitting there, hearing this just amazing sermon, 
thinking, ‘they expect me to do that? To preach that well?’ 
Bishop Bryant actually directed his sermon at those of 
us in the audience who are called to be ministers of the 
church, and he exhorted us — there’s really no other word — 
to have the courage of our convictions and our faith in our 
preaching and in our ministries. I think it’s a message we all 
needed to hear.”

Bishop Bryant’s message is a timely reminder to all of 
us involved in Christian education that it’s so easy to get 
caught up in the day-to-day tasks of teaching and learning, 
and forget our ultimate purpose, to Unify, Learn and Serve 
by training Christian leaders for a changing church and a 
changing world.

To learn more about the Urban Theological Institute visit 
www.uls.edu/UTI •



Lifelong Learning
THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION WITH YOUTH
Each summer, TEY takes place on the ULS Gettysburg campus, with several youth enjoying a time of 
fellowship and exploration of their faith. 

TEY is an initiative in which the Seminary joins with congregations, youth ministries, and synods located 
primarily in Regions 7 & 8 of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, to amplify the faith and witness 
of high school youth as gifted leaders and theologians. 

TEY is called to cherish, respect, dwell with and learn with high school youth as practicing theologians and 
dynamic disciples of Christ. We seek to amplify in young people a passionate, reflective and constructive 
love of theology in service to the gospel, and to invite young people to express that love in leadership, 
including leadership in God’s church. 

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION WITH ADULTS
Also happening each summer, TEA is open to anyone interested in expanding their own theological 
learning. Registrations are available for one day, part of the week or the whole week. The theme for 2019 
will center around Biblical hermeneutics (interpretation of Bible and texts) using historical and cultural 
knowledge, reading through a Lutheran lens.

SUMMER INSTITUTE FOR CHURCH LEADERS
The 2019 Summer Institute is scheduled to take place at the ULS Gettysburg Campus. Check ULS.edu for 
more information leading up to this event!

FALL ALUMNI WEEK 2019
Look for upcoming announcements regarding Luther Colloquy and more alumni events this fall.

Visit ULS.edu/lifelong-learning for more info on these and other upcoming 
events, including a variety of one-day seminars on various topics. 
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CERTIFICATE IN THEOLOGICAL STUDIES
United Lutheran Seminary’s Certificate in Theological Studies is designed for 
any person desiring in depth and intensive study of theology, bible, history and 
the practice of ministry, and for those seeking academic components for ELCA 
Theological Education for Emerging Ministry (TEEM) process under the direction of 
their candidacy committee.

CERTIFICATE IN CONGREGATIONAL FAITH FORMATION
Do you, or someone in your congregation, have a heart for faith formation and 
could use more education? Want to take your faith formation ministry to the next 
level? CCFF is a course designed to equip adults for building and leading faith 
formation programming for congregations.

Every day, more congregations are looking for leaders to develop & grow faith 
formation. However, there is a shortage of properly trained leaders available to 
these same congregations. The CCFF is designed to give leaders sound theological, 
theoretical, and practical training in faith formation ministry. Anyone can benefit 
from this unique educational opportunity. 

UTI CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN CHRISTIAN MINISTRY
Held on the ULS Philadelphia campus, the Urban Theological Institute Certificate 
Program in Christian Ministry is designed to offer classes to clergy and church 
leaders that will equip them in the parish and enhance their skills in Bible study, 
church doctrine, church history, homiletics, and worship.

The program consists of eight classes over two academic years. For more 
information, visit ULS.edu.

UTI CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN CHURCH LEADERSHIP
Held on the ULS Philadelphia campus, the Urban Theological Institute Certificate 
Program in Church Leadership is designed to offer classes to clergy and church 
leaders that will equip them to administer church programs and enhance their skills 
in pastoral leadership.

The program consists of eight classes over two academic years. For more 
information, visit ULS.edu.

Certificate Studies
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Chris Duckworth (LTSP 2002): I have taken leave from 
New Joy Lutheran Church in Westfield, IN, to deploy as 
a battalion chaplain to the Persian Gulf region with the 
Indiana Army National Guard.

Harold Hand (LTSG 1978):  I have retired from the active 
ministry after serving for 40 years in congregations in 
Pennsylvania and Maryland.

Arthur Hebbeler (LTSP 2001): Currently serving as 
the chaplain for the Maryland Office of the State Fire 
Marshal. Left parish ministry in 2012. Currently on the 
pastoral roster of the Lutheran Church-International.

Carolyn Hetrick (LTSG 2011): I have accepted a new call 
as Associate Pastor at Grace Lutheran Church in State 
College, PA, serving with Rev. Scott Schul, Senior Pastor, 
also LTSG 2011. My installation service is 2/10/19. The 
Rev. Dr Stephen Folkemer will be preaching. 

Cassandra Lamb (LTSG 2012): Daughter Mirjam Jo was 
born in March 2018. 

Michael Nailor (LTSP 2017): On September 28, 2018 
I was ordained a Deacon in the Episcopal Diocese 
of Central Pennsylvania by his Bishop, the Rt. Rev. 
Audrey Scanlan. I have been assigned to work at 
St. Stephen’s Cathedral in Harrisburg, PA and at the 
Philadelphia Episcopal Cathedral. I will be using digital 
communications and marketing skills to further the 
social justice ministries of both churches.    

Anne Roser (LTSG 1985): Began work as an Intentional 
Interim in February 2016. Just completed 3 years at First 
Lutheran Church in Portland, Maine. I’m now serving St. 
Ansgar Lutheran Church, also in Portland.   

Janis Sloka III (LTSP 1993): Executive Director at Camp 
of the Cross Ministries 

Susan Strouse (LTSG 1987): Presented a workshop on 
“Dismantling the Religious Foundations of Patriarchy” at 
the Parliament of the World’s Religions in Toronto, ON in 
November, 2018. 

Robert Ward (LTSG 1977): Retired on December 1, 2017 
after twenty years of parish ministry and twenty years of 
institutional chaplaincy. In November, 2018 was honored 
with the title, Chaplain Emeritus, by Virginia Lutheran 
Homes, Inc.

Leslie Weber (LTSP 2012): The Rev. Leslie (Scanlon) & 
Jacob Weber married on Saturday, January 12th at First 
Lutheran Church, Norfolk, VA.  Seven ELCA Pastors (3 
LTSS Grads: Cathy Mims, Jonathan Boynton, and Deanna 
(Scheffel) Boynton & 4 LTSP Grads: Brett (Wilson) Davis, 
Marissa (Harris) Krey, Christine Jane (Stratton) Valenti, 
and Jason Glombicki) served in one capacity or another 
during the worship service and even more were in 
attendance.

Marjorie Weiss (LTSP 1980): Has had a memoir 
published through Citrine Publishing, “Praying on Empty, 
A Female Pastor’s Story.” The book is a finalist in the 
International Book Awards in Non-Fiction and is available 
through Amazon.com.

Nicole Welke (LTSG 2014): I am currently serving under 
a synod authorized call as a chaplain with Unity Hospice.  

Alumni Update

Please let us know what the Holy Spirit is up to in your life and ministry. Click the “Send 
Updated Information” button in the Alumni page of www.uls.edu or call 717-338-3012 and ask 
for Advancement.



The Rev. Pastor Paul D. Joslyn, Class of 1958

The Rev. Dr. William A. Martin,  Class of 1962

Mrs. Susan J. Morningstar, Class of 1979

The Rev. Thomas A. Smith, Class of 1957

The Rev. Kenneth G. Swick, Class of 1977

The Rev. George L. Garver, Class of 1943

The Rev. J. Christopher Ramsey, Class of 1986

The Rev. Paul T. Manrodt, Class of 1948

The Rev. Robert A. Free, Class of 1975

The Rev. Dr. Edward M. Myers, Jr., Class of 1959

The Rev. Dr. James W. Bowers, Class of 1981

The Rev. Dr. James K. Echols, Class of 1977

The Rev. Lars B. Staaby, Class of 1958

The Rev. Richard W. Siemann, Class of 1957

The Rev. Dr. William Staton, Jr., Class of 1987

The Rev. Eric C. Oxley, Class of 2004

In Memory
Rest eternal grant them, O Lord,  

and let light perpetual shine upon them.
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