
Six Ways You (Or Your Lawyer)  May Have Screwed Up 
Your Will or Trust ...

That If You Don’t Fix Now, Could Screw Up Your Family!

Here are the Six Ways Your Plan May Be Screwed Up. I’ve seen these things happen time and time 
again and I don’t want to see them happen to you.

SCREW UP #1 -  Going It Alone With a “Cheap” Kit or Online Service.

Did you know many lawyers sarcastically joke to one another about how “good” those online legal 
programs (LegalZoom®, Pre-Paid Legal®, etc.) or Kits (Suze and the others) are for THEIR busi-
nesses? 

Why would that be? 

Because these cheap options are NOT cheap in the long run. They may be cheap to you, but they 
are going to cost your loved ones a pretty penny after you’re gone.

You might think they seem like an inexpensive option to provide you with peace of mind, but the 
peace of mind they offer is false peace of mind. 

Using those programs can end up leaving thousands (or much more) of YOUR assets in the cof-
fers of Uncle Sam, but FAR MORE IMPORTANTLY your family is very likely going to suffer with 
cleaning up a huge mess... even if you follow all of their instructions to a tee. 

I see this ALL THE TIME—frustrated clients bringing in self-created plans and one after another 
I point out the holes that will leave their family facing excess cost, time and grief when the time 
comes. And that’s assuming everything was done right.

I’m amazed at the errors we find by people who think they did everything just right, but still got stuck 
in unfortunate traps for the unwary that you just wouldn’t know about without specialized training.

Even worse... 

Now, it’s not my intention to scare you, but again - I’ve seen it more than I’d like. 

Frustrated families coming to see me during a period of great stress, and my staff and I having 
to attempt to “undo” poorly-conceived and executed legal documents created by well-inten-
tioned family members (or even other lawyers) or even worse, documents which were considered 
and never executed (this happens all the time!)

All of this ends up costing everybody far more than they’d like. (And I’m not just talking about money, 
either. The time wasted and the emotional toll is immense as well.)

Here Is Your Free Report That Reveals...



If you’ve created your own legal documents online or by using a Kit, I have no doubt you are wonder-
ing what you need to do to make sure your family isn’t left with a mess like what I’ve described.

You need to get those documents reviewed by a lawyer. But, whatever you do, don’t just take them 
to any lawyer because that’s Screw Up #2 ... 

If you don’t choose the right lawyer, your plan won’t work when your family needs it.

SCREW UP #2—Your Lawyer May Have Let Your Will or Trust Get Out of Date.

It’s a dirty little secret in the world of estate planning ...  most legal documents will fail (even when 
the clients paid thousands of dollars to have them created) because the documents are out of date 
after only a couple of years.

You probably think you can create a Will, Trust or other estate planning documents once, put them 
away on a shelf or in the drawer and never look at them again.

That’s what most people do anyway. (Well, actually, most people do nothing at all, so you are at least 
one step ahead by doing something).

But then your life changes, the law changes and your assets change and your legal documents sit 
there giving you a false sense of security as they become totally outdated.

YOU CAN’T JUST CREATE LEGAL DOCUMENTS ONCE, SET THEM AND FORGET THEM  -  IF 
YOU DO, THEY WON’T WORK.

You need to make absolutely sure you are working with a lawyer who is going to keep your legal 
documents up to date and not charge you expensive hourly fees every time you want to change 
something in your documents.

SCREW UP #3: Your Lawyer Nickels & Dimes You Every Time You Call With Questions Or Want 
to Make Changes, So You Haven’t Made Any Changes ...  Even Though Your Life Has Changed.

Many lawyers will lure you in with “cheap” basic services...and proceed to rack up the fees as 
they execute planning services which really should have been covered by the flat fee.

Most estate planning lawyers today claim to provide flat fee services (if they don’t, run quickly 
because they are WAAYYY out of date!), but not all flat fee services are the same.

When you’re investigating flat fee services from a lawyer, here are some simple questions to ask:

• Are all of your fees flat fees? 

• What about ongoing work after the initial completion of my estate plan documents? 

• What happens when I call with legal questions 2 years after my planning documents were 
completed? 

• What if the questions are about something other than my estate plan?

• What’s your hourly rate? (Right answer = I don’t have one.)

• Can I email with you questions and will I get billed by the hour for you to respond?



You need to be satisfied by the answers you receive to these questions, as they often sneak up on 
you after-the-fact, and can be a major drain on your family’s cash flow.

Plus, if you have to pay every time you want to make a change, you aren’t going to call your 
lawyer to make the change. I practiced law the traditional way for years and saw it again and again 
and again  -  our clients knew things in their life had changed, but they didn’t update their documents.

Why? Because they didn’t want to call us and get a bill in the mail weeks later at our $350/hour rate.

What’s changed in your life since you created your Will and Trust? Is your plan out of date? 
Probably.

SCREW UP #4—Your Plan Has Not Kept Up With Changes in the Law Because You Didn’t Even 
Know There Have Been Changes.

Traditional lawyers are so busy focusing on bringing in the next new client that they can’t take the 
time to communicate with their existing clients.

There are constantly changes in the law and your life  -  your plan needs to be updated regularly and 
affordably and you should be hearing from your lawyer at least every month about new and 
important information you need to make the right decisions for your family’s financial well-
being on an ongoing basis.

And then what happens if your lawyer retires or dies?

I’ll tell you; it generally means you need to start over from scratch with a new lawyer (and pay a new 
planning fee!)  -  you want your lawyer to be part of something bigger so that if your lawyer does retire 
or die, you don’t have to start everything over from scratch.

I can pretty much guarantee you are not going to update your plan if when you call your lawyer, you 
don’t get a prompt call back OR if you have to pay hourly to tell your lawyer about the changes in your 
life.

To ensure your plan stays up to date when your life and the law change, you must do this:

Ensure your lawyer has a plan in place to keep your plan up to date, that plan is documented, 
comes with a service guarantee and a backup plan if your lawyer retires or dies.

If you don’t, you’ll be faced with having to initiate reviews yourself, pay hourly fees for the privilege of 
those reviews and updates, and not know what’s changed in the law. Plus, when your lawyer retires 
or dies, you’ll have to start everything over. 

• Look for a lawyer who communicates with her clients at least on a monthly basis about important 
changes in the law.

• Look for a lawyer who has a documented program in place for keeping your documents up to 
date in the event of changes in the law.

• Look for a lawyer who is either part of a firm or a national organization that gives you the flexibility 
of being able to transfer lawyers if you move or if your lawyer retires or dies.



The optimum scenario is to find a lawyer who has a membership program for ongoing service - 
which saves you money and gives you peace-of-mind over the course of your family’s life. It’s like a 
service warranty for your estate plan.

With a membership or concierge type program, you pay a small monthly fee, receive ongoing 
benefits and periodic reviews of your plan and assets to make sure everything stays up to date and 
will work when your family needs it.

The review of your documents is important, but even more important is the review of your assets 
because if your assets are owned in the wrong way (as most people’s are), your plan is going to fail.

SCREW UP #5—Owning Your Assets In the Wrong Way and Not Planning For Your Most 
Important Assets.

The single most important part of your whole estate plan is how your assets are handled  -  
both your tangible and intangible assets  -  and yet, these are the two things most often overlooked 
by lawyers and the #1 reason most plans fail.

You can have the best set of documents ever written, but if your assets are not owned in the right 
way at the time of your death or incapacity, those documents are worthless.

Most lawyers do not make sure your assets are owned properly. This even happened to my aunt who 
spent thousands of dollars on a plan only to have it not work at her death because her house and 
bank accounts were all owned in her name, which sent us right into probate at her death  -  the whole 
reason she had spent the money to work with a lawyer!

But, most lawyers do not have the time, knowledge or team to ensure your assets are owned 
in the right way. And you don’t either.

This is actually a big debate in the legal community  -  do lawyers have an obligation to ensure their 
clients’ assets are owned in the right way when creating a Will or a Trust?

I say, absolutely! Because otherwise your legal documents won’t work.

Not only that, but I happen to believe that every family’s most valuable wealth goes far deeper 
than a bank account and in fact that if given the choice, almost every person would choose to leave 
behind other core assets if, for example, they were forced to choose between leaving money or 
values.

Your kids can always make more money if they have your values and your experience, but if they 
receive your money without your values and your experience, the money will be gone quickly.

Yet very few lawyers ever even mention these intangible assets let alone have a process for 
capturing them and passing them on from one generation to the next.

Does your plan take into account how you are going to pass on your values? Your stories? Your 
experience? Or is it all just “dollars and cents”? Too often, families may be left with a structure that 
doesn’t properly honor the richness of their experience. Don’t let that happen - life is more than 
cash.

SCREW UP #6—Working With A Lawyer That Fails To Give You A Total Satisfaction Guarantee 
or Runs a “Find-and-Replace” Documents Driven Practice.

Bring me any estate plan in the United States (created by online software or the best estate 



planning law firm in the country  -  it doesn’t matter) and there’s a 95% chance I’ll find at least 
one and maybe more errors in the legal documents. Some will be big and some will be small. 
Unfortunately, it’s the nature of the planning process.

The big question isn’t whether there’s an error, it’s how that error will impact your family. 

The toughest thing in the world is to get a lawyer to put a promise of theirs in writing. Do you have a 
planning lawyer who guarantees his or her work... in WRITING?

The greatest gift you can leave behind is not a set of documents, it’s a relationship with a 
trusted advisor you know, like and trust who guarantees his or her work! A trusted advisor who 
will help you create an estate plan that meets all your goals  -  today, tomorrow and in the future.

Unfortunately, with the way that most lawyers present themselves to the world, it seems like we’re all 
the same. We all seem to offer the same services, for pretty similar fees.

If I weren’t working every day in this industry, I’m pretty sure I would think that all lawyers in our 
industry were the same. NOTHING could be further from the truth.

You see, each lawyer does have certain qualifications. Some might be experts at tax law, or in 
working with corporations or with debt collection, or a whole variety of different things... but are they 
really providing what you as the leader of your family, wants and needs?

What do you want from a lawyer? 

When I sit down and talk with regular folks, family people, here’s what I discover: 

You want to be able to work with a caring professional who knows you and your family... NOT 
one of those “cattle call” shops, where you’re squeezed in with a bunch of other people, seen by 
harried, poorly-trained paralegals and never get a call back when you need something. Or worse... a 
“corporate” shop which can’t shake the legalese, and can leave you feeling cold by not relating to you 
as the leader of a family with sincere desires for leaving behind a gift for your loved ones.

You want a plan you can understand. You want the whole thing broken down in terms that you 
understand, and in a way that you don’t need a translator to communicate. You want there to be 
processes in place to ensure that the most money is kept out of the grasping hands of Uncle Sam, 
and in your wallet (legally). 

You want a guarantee, regular, proactive communication and to be able to ask your lawyer 
quick questions without expensive hourly fees. You want assurance that everything your lawyer 
is doing for you is valid and correct, so a guarantee is essential to the process. And, you want to hear 
from your lawyer regularly and be able to communicate back, without getting a surprise bill in the mail 
a few weeks later.

And, of course, you want it all on a timely basis. Look, I know this is a big deal for you... you don’t 
want to be left hanging in the process and for it to be long and drawn out because your lawyer can’t 
seem to get the work done, when you know it’s not because they’re working hard on your behalf, but 
that they’re so poorly organized that they’re not getting ANYBODY’S work done on time!

Here’s the bottom line: You want professionalism... personal service, accuracy ...  you want clarity 
...  you want to be aware of beneficial tax options ...  you want peace of mind ...  you want an efficient 
use of your time ... . And at the end of the day, you want to KNOW you are preserving the greatest 
proportion of your assets possible, so that you and your family can sleep in peace.

If the lawyer you are talking to can’t do these things, you need to call one that can.



CONCLUSION

Now You Can Fix These Errors in Your Will or Trust
 That Will Leave Your Family With a Big Mess ...

I hope this Free Report has opened your eyes to important lessons about making things as easy as 
possible for your family when something happens to you. Some of these things may be things you 
already knew in your gut... you just never had them verbalized before.

Fixing these errors now will ensure you put in place an estate plan for your family that will really work 
when your family needs it and won’t end up just a pile of worthless paper after you are gone or if you 
become incapacitated.

Take Action Now.

I’d rather not engage in “salesy” tactics to urge you to call right now to have your Will or Trust 
reviewed (or prepared if you haven’t even started on this process), but the truth is our schedule is 
quite full.

That’s why I’d like to provide you with a small incentive to call our offices and sit down with my team 
as soon as humanly possible to get your plan up to date and working the way it should.

I’ve included below a special Gift Certificate towards a Peace of Mind Consultation to review 
your existing documents and help you understand what would really happen now under your 
current plan and make sure things go the way you want.

These sessions are normally $750. But, because you took the time to request my report and read 
it, you can get this FREE.

As your neighborhood Lifetime Transitions Lawyer, I am very serious about making sure that your 
family creates a plan that works--both now, and in the long term.

That’s why I’m going to such extraordinary lengths to demonstrate my good faith.

The bad news is that I’m only able to schedule five of these sessions per month. We may still 
have spots available this month, but if not, we can get you in first thing next month, so call my office, 
or email us, and set up your personal meeting.

When you do, make sure that you include that you read the “6 Screw Ups Report” and need to get 
your existing plan reviewed right away and we’ll let you know how soon we can get you in. 

Until then, here’s to more of your assets “staying home”!

Warmly,

Heather Chubb
Lifetime Transitions Lawyer

The Chubb Law Firm
1833 Iron Point Road, Suite 120, Folsom, CA 95630
Phone: 916.241.9661   Fax: 916.294.7275



Peace of Mind 
Consultation

If you already have a Will or Trust, we’ll make sure it is up to snuff and the lawyer 
who prepared it didn’t make any of the common screw-ups talked about in the 
report.  If you don’t have a Will or Trust, we’ll make sure you have what you need 
to make life as easy as possible for the people you love.

During Your Consultation You And Your Spouse Will…

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Call Today & Schedule 
Your Consultation  

916.241.9661 

Heather Chubb
Lifetime Transitions Lawyer

The Chubb Law Firm
1833 Iron Point Road, Suite 120, Folsom, CA 95630

  Fax: 916.294.7275

www.chubblawfirm.com

Choose the Right Guardians for Your Children and Fix the Six 
Common Mistakes Most     Parents Make When Naming Guardians 
(if you have dependent children at home).
 
Review Your Existing Planning Documents and Ensure You know 
Exactly What Your Family Will Deal With If You Are in An Accident … 
and Ensure You’ve Got a Plan In Place to Make Things As Easy As 
Possible for the People You Love.
 
Confirm You Are Making Smart Finan cial Choices About Things Like 
Saving for College, Keeping Your Money Safe, Buying Life Insurance 
or Long-Term Care.
 
Discuss How To Legally Avoid ALL Estate Taxes & Keep Your Family 
Out of Court … Even If You Have Family Members Who Like to Fight.
 
Learn the Secret to Protecting Your Money From Lawsuits and 
Divorce.
 
Discover How to Protect Your Dignity and Stay in Control and Out of 
a Broken Down Court System If You Become Incapacitated.
 
Understand How to Leave Your Loved Ones a Gift Far Greater Than 
All the Money in the World..


