
	

 
 

Love Activated: Pentecost  
June 7, 2020 
 
Speakers: Prs. Steve Kulu and Jon Hasselbeck 
Scriptures: Acts 2:5–6, 37–39 
 
Series Overview  
The book of Acts is not the end of Jesus’ story, but the story of the beginning of the church. It focuses on the work of God 
through the Holy Spirit in the lives of people who devoted themselves to Jesus. In this series, we will discover God’s plan 
for the church, learn how each and every one of us are called to reach out, and how we are directed to come to together 
in unity pursuing God’s work.  
 
Announcements 
Join us again this Sunday, June 14th for another Parking Lot Service! Reserve your spot online.  
 
Ice Breaker  
Go to the kitchen and grab your most appreciated cooking utensil. What is it and why is it appreciated?  
 
Message Overview  
As the Spirit of God was descending on the early church in Acts 2, people began to speak in tongues. In the diversity of 
people who was gathered, each person heard what was said “in their own language” (Acts 2:6). Prs. Jon and Steve taught 
on three implications from the story. First, in giving the Holy Spirit, the Lord did not diminish diversity at Pentecost, he 
magnified it. Second, the Holy Spirit gave understand to the people. Third, the promises of God were for all people of 
every tribe, nation, culture and race. In this difficult cultural moment, Prs. Jon and Steve encouraged us to speak less and 
listen more, to be a church that brings freedom to the captives, and to repent (rethink) from sinful mindsets. As the church, 
we are called to stand with our brothers and sisters color, listening to their stories and the ways they have been 
oppressed by a long history of racism, and by laboring with them, in unity, toward justice.  
 
Message-Specific Discussion Questions  

• Read Acts 2:1–12. What do you hear from this text? What stands out to you? Are there other places in the Bible 
that come to mind? What is God teaching the early church here?  

• What is your experience of racial prejudice – whether directed toward you or expressed by you or someone you 
know?   

• What unites us as the church right now? What should unity look like? What direction should the Church be united 
toward?  

• What steps are you taking to work against racism? What do you need to repent of or prayer for?  
 

Practical Application 
• Please take time this week to pray for guidance and wisdom as to how Northgate can move in unity and 

agreement in re-opening the church. 
• As we slowly emerge from the restrictions of quarantine, please consider continuing your Love Is Calling 

campaign and reach out to others who may need help during this time of transition. 
• As our nation grieves and struggles through its long history of racism and systemic oppression, consider reading 

a book (or watching “Just Mercy,” free on Amazon) to become more aware of what our brothers and sisters of 
color have experienced and continue to experience today.  

 
 
Vision – A Christ Centered Community of all ages, mentoring students to change the world 
Mission – To know Christ and make Him known. 


