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Ice Breaker: If you had your own talk show, who would your first three guests be?
Announcements
• National Day of Prayer – May 7th, 2020, 2-3 pm
o Facebook Live | 716 Prayer Network
o YouTube Live | Church of Western New York
o Radio | wdcx 99.5FM 970 AM
o Internet | wdcxradio.com
• Prayer Requests. Text “PRAYER” to (716) 477 3007
• Penn Clark will be speaking at our Friday night heal service
The resurrection of Jesus is a powerful message of love, grace, victory, and hope. It is a reminder to all of us
that through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, we are given a living hope (1 Peter 1:3). There are four powerful
truths about the resurrection:
Truth 1: The resurrection assures us that God’s plans in the scriptures have been fulfilled.
•

The crucifixion followed by the rise of Jesus from the dead demonstrates that the plans set forth and
promised in the scriptures by God have been achieved. Jesus’ last proclamation on the cross was, “It is
finished” (Greek: tetelestai; John 19:30)- a statement that is not of defeat, but a loud cry of victory
(Matt 27:50) and signifies a mighty accomplishment where our sins have been paid for by Jesus.

Truth 2: Christ’s resurrection from the dead to immortal life enabled those who trust in Him to have eternal
hope.
•

It is not a hope that comes from us, or a hope from others, or from the world, but a LIVING hope that
comes from Christ alone. Through His life, His crucifixion, and His resurrection, we have seen the future
that He has given us an immortal life (John 11:25) and it is good. It is only when we have a vision and see
that our future is good that we have the strength to live this life with strength, even when things are
dark. He is the Alpha and the Omega (Rev 22:13) and no matter what happens in our life, He has the last
say. Therefore we can all live in peace, trust, patience, and perseverance, and rest assured in His power.

Truth 3: The resurrection of Christ changes everything, because now He has no bounds or limits.
•

In His earthly life, Jesus was restricted and was limited in the number of places He could show up. Now,
as the resurrected One, He can show up anywhere and with His power and bring His peace and presence.
Just like how He showed up for His disciples (John 20:19 and Luke 24:15), He will show up for us.
Therefore, we should not conclude things too soon just because things are difficult or hard. He can show
up in His power at any time and any place. We just have to hold onto Him and trust Him in the midst of
everything.

Truth 4: Our resurrected Lord wants us to be vessels of the good news alongside Him.
•

Jesus wants us to partner with Him and deliver the good news in word and deed to others. He gave us the
Holy Spirit to help, as we were not meant to witness alone. All that is required of us is our availability and
that we yield to the Holy Spirit. The power is within Him. All we need to do is step out and try: share
something that God did in our lives, model His goodness and deeds, and let Him do the rest. We only have
to be willing partners in what He wants us to do for the world that He loves so much.

Discussion Points
•
•
•

Share some experiences of the resurrection power in your life.
Have there been any times in your life when you have concluded things too soon because they were
difficult?
Give an example of a time when you tried to witness to others out of your own power, and how does that
compare to a time when you yielded to the Holy Spirit?
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