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Ice Breaker 
You are placed into the witness protection program and can choose to live in any country except the U.S., where do 
you go?   

Announcements 
Christmas party Dec. 7th at 5 pm 
Christmas Eve Service at 4:30 (family service) 

Title: Good vs. Perfect   
Speaker: Pastor Chris Parker 

In our western worldview, we want to be perfect all the time. We idolize the “ideal” body, publish our filtered lives, 
and broadcast our virtual, and virtually perfect, realities. In his message on Sunday, Pr. Chris argued for an alternative 
view of life, one wherein “we are not after perfection” but are instead “after goodness.” Goodness, after all, is where 
the biblical story begins. Seven times in the creation story, God declares his new world to be “good” (Heb:  ֑טֹוב / 
Pronunced: tov). As a part of God’s good creation, we were made “to be a good gift to the world, not a perfect gift.” 
“Perfection,” Pr. Chris said, “is static, unimprovable, and unchanging.” In contrast, goodness is dynamic, a process, 
and full of grace.” Goodness makes room for, and gives grace amidst, flaws. It understands that everything is in the 
process of becoming. Creation was declared good, but it was not declared perfect or complete. Part of creation’s 
goodness is that it has the capacity to become and continue becoming. We see this when a seed falls to the ground. It 
experiences a type of death and becomes something new as it shoots forth in new life. That is creation in the process 
of becoming and it’s full of goodness. We see this also with humanity. New little humans are born and it’s messy, hard 
and hardly perfect–but it’s good. Indeed, it’s very good. “Good” reflects the reality of the world God has made. 
“Perfect” does not. In a good world, there is room for forgiveness. In a perfect world, there is not.  

Delving into the topic of forgiveness, Pr. Chris shared the poem Forgiveness by Emily Dickinson to highlight that 
forgiveness is a process. Pr. Chris shared another quote Eva Kor, an Auschwitz survivor, that portrays this point. In this 
quote, Eva Kor describes how on the day she forgave her Nazis abusers, she also privately forgave her parents for not 
being able to protect her and forgave herself for hating her parents. Eva Kor embodied three kinds of forgiveness–of 
systems (Nazi Germany), of others (her parents), of self. Goodness makes space for forgiveness to be a process. It took 
Eva Kor 40 years before she was able to forgive.  

Earlier in the service, Jessica Day (a UB student who has been attending the Friday night Heal service) shared her 
testimony of experiencing healing from depression and other struggles. Her healing came in the context of corporate 
prayer. Pr. Chris concluded the message by inviting everyone into a time of corporate prayer on the three areas of 
forgiveness: Forgiveness of systems, forgiveness of others, and forgiveness of self. Forgiveness is not perfect and not 
always immediate, but it is a process and it is always good.  

Discussion Points 

• Pr. Chris focused on the tension between the terms “perfect” and “good.”  Both of these words are pregnant 
with meaning, but they might mean different things in different contexts. What does “perfect” and “good” 
mean to you?  

• What have you found helpful in your own process of forgiving others, systems, or self?  
• Is it helpful to think of forgiveness as a process? Do you feel as though it gives you the space to work towards 

forgiveness? Why or not?  
• Have you ever meaningful experience forgiving or being forgiven? What was that like? What power did 

forgiveness have in your context?  
• Sometimes forgiveness is costly. Have you ever experienced costly forgiveness, whether being forgiven or 

offering forgiveness?  
• Pr. Chris shared a quote from Greg Boyd who argues that the concept of “perfection” as a timeless, every 

unchanging principle is not the right way to think about God’s perfection. Instead, Boyd says, “if we think of 
perfection in personal terms, the picture of God we get is one in which he is deeply affected by his 
relationships with those he creates. Of course, God’s character and nature is eternally-the-same, but his 
experience of his creation would be perpetually changing as he relates to a perpetually changing people in a 
perpetually changing world.” What do you think about this? In what way do you think God is perfect? Does God 
change? If not, why can’t he change? If so, in what way does he change?  

Mission –To know Christ and make Him known. 

Vision –A Christ centered community of all ages mentoring students to change the world.

http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/poets/emily_dickinson/poems/5319

