
Resolution to formalize the structure of how the Tribe’s ordinances are categorized. 

TORRES MARTINEZ DESERT CAHUILLA INDIANS 

RESOLUTION #TM 11-15-005 

WHEREAS, the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians (“Tribe”) is a federally-recognized  
  Indian Tribe with a Reservation established by Executive Order on May 15, 1876; 
  and 

WHEREAS, the Tribe is governed by a Constitution which outlines, in Article VII, the powers  
  and responsibilities of General Council that are necessary to promote the interests  
  of the Tribe, subject only to such limitations imposed by the Tribe’s Constitution  
  and applicable federal laws, to include the exercise of civil and criminal   
  jurisdiction over all lands, property, persons, and activities within the territory of  
  the Tribe; and 

WHEREAS, Article VII of the Tribe’s Constitution additionally specifies the powers and  
  responsibilities of General Council to include adoption of ordinances to maintain  
  language, culture, customs and traditions; to protect their people, lands and  
  resources; to administer justice; and to promote equality, freedom, self   
  sufficiency, and quality of life; and otherwise to safeguard and promote the peace, 
  safety, morals, and general welfare of the Tribe; and 

WHEREAS, the Tribe has recognized the need for a systematic structure for categorizing all  
  tribal ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, the Tribe, in exercising its inherent sovereignty over its territory, continue as  
  outlined in Article XXII of its Constitution, to establish and institutionalize their  
  own tribal court, asserting territorial, personal, and subject matter jurisdiction  
  over Indians and non-Indians to the fullest extent possible; and 

WHEREAS, the Tribe wishes to adopt a tribal ordinance to formalize the structure of how  
  tribal ordinances are categorized, anticipating and preparing for the greater  
  development and structure of its tribal court. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians that 
its General Council does hereby approve this resolution to adopt an ordinance to formalize the 
structure of how the Tribe’s ordinances are categorized, which shall be entitled, “Tribal 
Ordinance Structure and Categorization.” 



CERTIFICATION 

I, the undersigned presiding officer of the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians Tribe, do 
hereby certify that this resolution for the Tribal Ordinance Structure and Categorization 
ordinance was presented on (Month), (Year) at a duly noticed meeting of the General Council of 
the Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians at which a quorum was present and was adopted by 
a vote of  _____ in favor, ______ opposed, and ______ abstaining. 

 Effective Date:  ____________________________________ 
                 (If different date than its adoption by General Council) 

_________________________________________________ 
Mary L. Resvaloso, Chairperson 

ATTEST: 

_________________________________________________ 
Tribal Secretary / or his/her designated representative


