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2022 David Richwhite Lyric Award in the  
Lion Foundation Songwriting Competition 

 
 
First Place:   
‘Drowning In The Stars’ 
Chris Rowe, Kaipara College, Auckland 
 
A beautiful, painterly rush of psychedelic images,  but with a  strong sense of focus:   
The person being addressed has the power to stop all the swirling motion in the lyric; 
has the power to bring peace to the singer. Each verse reinforces this idea.  This 
particular image, late in the lyric, is excellent, I think: 
“The universe stops, and black holes will see the light that I see when I’m with you”.   
 
Second Place:  
‘Colourblind’ 
Cindy Xiong, St Andrew’s College, Christchurch 
 
Good strong ideas, expressed with force and precision.  I like ““Do I exist in the slant of 
my eyes or is it how I spell my name?” and the poignant image of the mother “…who 
spends the only foreign words she knows 
To buy me better doors to open”.   
 
Third Place:  
‘In the Warm Smell Of Wood’ 
Keira Wallace, Taieri College, Otago 
 
Lovely, dreamlike images in this one make for an arresting, intriguing lyric.  The focus 
on objects, and on the senses  - touch, sight, smell - is consistent, and gives the lyric a 
strong sense of itself. 
 
 
HIGHLY COMMENDED: 
 
‘Tui’  
Kessia Neal Marlborough Girls' College 

A confident, bi-lingual song with some fine sections. I particularly like “Falling like 
teardrops, slipping through all the days” 
 
‘Where Can I Sleep’ 
Daisy Orbell Mt Aspiring College 

Some strong images, and good use of repetition:  “And the clock always stops at a 
quarter to” 
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‘Clayskin’ 
Meryl Gogolashvili Epsom Girls' Grammar School 

A dark atmosphere well communicated. Powerful, claustrophobic images. 
 
 
 
 
COMMENDED 
 
‘Mabel’ 
Olive Mortimer Rangitoto College 

A good story, told with care and economy. I like “Sail oceans, whip up magic potions, 
and be whoever I want”  
 
‘Cannibal in Disguise’ 
Nikita Rohloff James Hargest College 
Grace Doherty  

Dark and interesting. “Didn’t your mother ever tell you not to play with your food?” is 
cool. 
 
‘Something Out There’ 
Ben Bonetti Cambridge High School 
Ben Wiles  

I like the kookiness of this -  “ Is there life on Mars? Do they drive electric cars?” -  but it 
could be developed more, I think. 
 
‘Differently Now’ 

Grace Lawrence 
St Andrew's College 
(Christchurch) 

An intriguing story. “The light doesn’t make the room brighter” is a good image. Sounds 
a bit like the jumping-off points for several songs though. Could do with more of a sense 
of connectedness.  
 
‘Replaceable’ 
Billie Carey Wakatipu High School 

Again, this seems like the beginnings of several songs. The idea of someone being 
“replaceable” is not really followed through. However, there are some very good rhymes 
and near-rhymes: “vendetta/better, grudge/love”, and strong images:  “I’ve seen the way 
you carry us, like a birthmark on your skin” 
 
‘House On Fire’ 
Hunter Moea'i Manurewa High School 

A promising idea. The use of repetition is cool: “I tried very hard not to find you in the 
bathroom”.   
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GENERAL THOUGHTS 
 
There’s some very good stuff in here. 
I can see people expressing their own ideas and feelings, using their own way of 
speaking and thinking, rather than merely cobbling together bits and pieces that sound 
like lyrics (which is, unfortunately, what a lot of songs are like these days). 
 
Some general thoughts:  It’s important to focus your idea.  Remember that a song 
seems like a small, simple thing - but good ones last a long time, and get sung by lots of 
different people. Really good songs get passed down through generations of people like 
precious objects. It’s worth working on each new song to make it absolutely as good as 
you can.  
Think of a kind of "elevator pitch" for your song. If you were trying to tell a friend what 
the song is about, in one or two sentences, what would you say? 
Does everything in the song fit that “elevator pitch” -  that “what’s the song about?” 
definition - or are there some things in there that are more like ‘filler’ ? 
 
Look carefully at the things in the lyric that you're really proud of. If there's a nice 
crunchy image, a surprising rhyme,  or a sharp piece of observation in Verse 1, perhaps 
you should work harder to find something just as good for Verses 2 and 3? 
 
If you’re having a lot of trouble with Verse 3 -  Maybe it's because Verse 3 really needs 
to float off and become its own song! 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to judge these lyrics, and congratulations not only to the 
winners, but also congratulations to all who took part. The world needs songs! Get out 
and write some more! 
 
Don McGlashan 
 
 
 
 
 


