
Remember to like our Facebook page and visit our website   
www.newmillsidepre-school.co.uk 

 
Tapestry - Your Child’s Online Learning Journal   

Tapestry is where you can see your child’s progress and a weekly photo or short paragraph of what 

they have been up to that week at the preschool. Tapestry also has a fantastic feature so you can also 

add observations if you would like to add to your child’s page. 

 

For new parents, you should have received an email from Tapestry to activate your account. These 

emails expire, so please keep an eye out and check spam/junk mailboxes and let us know if nothing has 

been received. If you had a child with us previously who had a Tapestry account, if you provided the 

same email address as before, you will be able to log in with the same details.  

 
 

 

Fundraising 
During the Summer Term we held a sponsored 
Steady Listen with Usborne Books and we are 

pleased to announce that we managed to raise £108! 
Usborne Books therefore have given us £120 to 

spend on new books for the preschool! Thank you to 
everybody who took part and helped raise this 

incredible amount. 
 

We were pleased to be able to have our 
photographer Sally from Danny Higgins Photography 

return last term. Thank you everybody who 
purchased photos, you have helped raise £48.00 for 

the pre-school from the commission raised. 
 

Farewell 
It is with great sadness that we say farewell to 

Hateeqa from New Millside and we wish Hateeqa all 
the very best at her new job.  

 

 
Committee 

We will shortly be holding our AGM (Annual General 
Meeting) and will confirm a date very soon.  If you 
would like to join our committee, please contact us 

as soon as possible. 

 
January 2022 Sessions 

We will be sending out forms to you very soon so you 
can choose your sessions for the Spring Term, if you 
are wanting to amend these. Please send your forms 

back quickly. We give you first priority before we 
allocate sessions to our January starters.  

 
EYFS 

There have been some updates to the Early Years 
Foundation Stage which we have explained on page 2 

of this newsletter. Please read through and let us 
know if you have any queries. 

Hello & Welcome to all our families, old and new as we begin our first term of the academic 
year. We hope you all had a lovely summer and that your children have enjoyed either their first 
couple of weeks with us or returning to us after the summer break. We are very much looking 

forward to all of the exciting things ahead, please keep an eye on your emails for updates.  

Preschool News & Updates  

https://www.newmillsidepre-school.co.uk/


 

EYFS Reforms for September 2021 

What is the EYFS? The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) is the Statutory Framework for the Early Years  

    Foundation Stage and sets the standards that all early years providers must meet.   

What is changing? From September 2021 a revised EYFS has come into force. The key messages about the   

        reforms include: 

✔ Reducing practitioner/teacher workload and needless paperwork to allow for more quality time and 

interactions with the children 

✔ Improving the outcomes of all children and addressing/reducing the disadvantage gaps and a focus 

on improving oral health, language development and increasing vocabulary. 

✔ The importance of workforce knowledge and professional development to inform assessments.  

Reflect upon the need to assess every child’s development against ‘check lists’, saving formal steps of 

assessment for when they are necessary. 

✔ Making early learning goals clearer and more aligned to Y1 curriculum. Early Learning goals are 

expected achievements by the end of reception. 

What do the changes mean to me as a parent/carer? 

The safety of your child and the quality of the education provided will not change. You will not see any 

changes in terms of the activities and opportunities on offer to your child although we will be 

incorporating more activities with a focus on oral health. 

 However, you may notice that we are not physically recording as many observations and assessments of 

progress. This is because the emphasis is now on keyworkers interacting with children rather than focusing 

on a tablet and recording. Your child’s keyworker will be uploading a written summary of your child’s 

week in preschool and some wow moment pictures taken from their observation of your child during the 

week. You can speak to your child’s keyworker in their office hour if you wish to, details of individual 

times will be sent out in the email with this newsletter. 

Please be reassured that we will still be supporting your child’s development and responding to their 

interests.  We will be using our professional judgements to assess your child’s development during our 

daily interactions and activities.  The progress check at 2 years is still a mandatory assessment point and we 

will still share your child’s development and progress with you. 

We have also decided to physically record a baseline assessment of all children at the beginning of the 

term. This will help us to see next steps for each child and highlight areas we should focus on. If necessary 

for individual children we will do regular written assessments. 

 

Covid-19 Update 

 If your child has any of the main Covid-19 

symptoms (a high temperature, a new 

continuous cough, or a loss of change to 

sense of smell or taste), they should not 

attend preschool and should stay at home. 

You should arrange for them to get a PCR 

test and tell us the results.  

For further information and guidance: 

Coronavirus (COVID-19): guidance and support - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk)  

PCR: Get a free PCR test to check if you have coronavirus 

(COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

Autumn Term 

*Monday 06/09/2021 - Friday 22/10/2021 7 weeks (AUT01) 

Monday 01/11/2021 - Friday 17/12/2021 7 weeks (AUT02) 

           

Spring Term 

Tuesday 04/01/2021 - Friday 18/02/2022 7 weeks (SPR01) 

Monday 28/02/2022 - Friday 08/04/2022 6 weeks (SPR02) 

           

Summer Term 

Monday 25/04/2022 - Friday 28/05/2022 5 weeks (SUM01) 

Monday 06/06/2022 - Friday 15/07/2022 6 weeks (SUM02) 

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


 School ID:  77689 

To purchase pre-school  

 

uniform 

Click on the icon for the link 

Find a dentist - NHS (www.nhs.uk)  
 

 

Emails/Facebook  

We email lots of reminders and important information throughout 

the year but unfortunately some of our emails automatically go 

to ‘junk/spam’ due to the settings of some mailboxes. This is 

unfortunately out of our control so to ensure you receive our 

emails, please add us as a contact and check your spam/junk 

mailboxes from time to time. We also put reminders on our 

Facebook page so remember to like our page! 
 

 

Drop Off 

So we can get the children in quicker in the mornings, please can 

we ask that if you have any queries or need to speak to a 

member of staff, to wait by the office window outside after your 

child has gone in and a member of staff will speak with you as 

soon as all the children are in. 
 

 

Lunchboxes 

If your child attends all day, if at all possible, please could you 

put a named cool pack/ice block in with their lunchbox. 
 

 

30 Hour Code 

Remember to reconfirm your 30 hour code as soon as you are 

promoted to do so by HMRC. 

 

 

Invoices - Xero 

We have sent out this half terms invoices, please let us know if 

you have not received yours or if you pay via childcare vouchers, 

the company you have used so we can match payment. 

For those that are fully funded, you will shortly receive what 

looks like an ‘invoice’ from xero but this is just a ‘schedule’ 

showing your child’s sessions with a £0 balance.  

A voluntary contribution is on the schedule but this is completely 

at your discretion and you are under no obligation to pay this.  

Any donation of any amount is greatly appreciated and helps 

support the preschool. 

 
 

PLEASE REMEMBER  

- No nuts  

- All items must be clearly labelled 

- No parking in the preschool/school car park  

- Please do not allow the children to play behind where the cars 

park or in the car park 

- All pre-school policies are on our website  

Pre-School Policies (newmillsidepre-school.co.uk)  

- To notify us of an absence, either text the preschool mobile 

07928689736 or call 01296489457 

- We require a 4 week notice for sessional changes 
 

 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Please remember to speak to a member of staff if you 

would like to discuss anything at all. 
We also appreciate any donations and consumable donations i.e. 

paper, craft, salt, flour, bulbs, soil, sand, etc  

HELP NEEDED! 

We have a large noticeboard outside 

the preschool which we would really 

love to update with useful information 

but unfortunately this has jammed 

shut! Is anybody able to donate some 

of their time and skills and help us? We 

would be extremely grateful for any 

help!  

Please contact the office. 

 

Within the new EYFS 
there is an emphasis 
and focus on the 
importance of 
children's oral health. 

Alongside a healthy 
diet, regular brushing 
and checks at the 
dentist are vital. It is 
never too early to 

introduce twice daily brushing to your 
child’s routine and regular visits to your 
dentist. If you do not already have a 
dentist you can find one here - 

Small ways you can help  

support the preschool 

https://www.buckinghamshirelottery.co.uk/
https://www.mynametags.com/?msclkid=0d53023900831b5db53a5cfaf14b947d&utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=UKS-S%20My%20Nametags&utm_term=my%20nametags&utm_content=My%20Nametags
http://www.brigade.uk.com/direct/index.php
https://www.nhs.uk/Service-Search/find-a-dentist
https://www.newmillsidepre-school.co.uk/pre-school-policies



