Welcome to our Spring Term Newsletter. We hope you had a fantastic Christmas and New Year and enjoyed
our Autumn Term. A special welcome to all new children and parents as we begin our Spring Term. The first few
weeks are very much a settling in process and if you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to talk to
us. We hope you all enjoyed our Christmas Concert. We thought all the children did amazingly well.
We would like to thank you for your good wishes, cards and presents that were given to us for Christmas—your
kindness is very much appreciated.
We are looking forward to a wonderful Spring Term with you and your children, with lots of lovely things planned.

SPRING TERM DATES

Farewell and Welcome

It is with great sadness that we wish Kelly farewell from New Millside and wish
her all the best for 2020 at her new job. We would however like to welcome
Samantha and Lindsey to our team who have started this term.

Fundraising

A special thank you to everyone who helped us raise money through the Autumn
Term. We held a spotty and PJ day for Children in Need and managed to raise
an amazing £61.85! We are awaiting to receive our certificate and will display
on our noticeboard as soon as we do.
Our Christmas Week Fundraising raised £26.75 and our Reindeer Food raised
£19.07!
Danny Higgins Photography raised a total of £49.44.

7 Jan - Pre-school Opens—
Settling in Week for new
parents and carers.
10th Feb - International Week
(see page 3 for more details)

14th Feb - Pre-school closes
24th Feb - Pre-school opens
23rd March - Communication
week (see page 3 for more details)
3rd April - Pre-school closes
20th April - Pre-school opens
for our Summer 01
Please look out for emails with
more dates.

Thank you to everyone for helping our preschool and for donating items during
the pizza weeks etc, it is a massive help and all funds donated support us with
activities planned for the term and buy new resources.

Grant

We have applied for a Grant which we hope to be awarded to be able to purchase a very needed new shed for the toys and new bikes for the children.
Please look out for updates and cross your fingers that we will be awarded the
Grant! We have made it to stage 2!

Pre-school Uniform
available to order
www.brigade.uk.com

Water Bottles & Lunchboxes

We have purchased a new table and new cups for our monkey water dispenser
to make it easier for the children to access and no longer require children to
bring in their own water bottles. Please could lunchboxes be placed on the
lunchbox unit placed outside at the beginning of session. Thank you.

Remember to visit:
www.newmillsidepre-school.co.uk

Hats
Bags
Jumpers
T-Shirts

Arrival & Collection Times

Autumn Hours

Morning arrival – Our gate by the playground will be opened by
9AM, please bring your child through to the fence by the door and if
they are no longer needing to be settled, please let them come in
through the door on their own to avoid overcrowding. Named
lunchboxes to be placed on the trolley outside, please remove
smaller lunchboxes from their bags and place on trolley.
Our morning collection time is at 12pm prompt and is at the main
pre-school door. Please try not to be late as we have to set up for
afternoon sessions and staff need to have their lunch breaks.
Afternoon arrival is 12.30pm and follows the same procedure as
the AM arrival.
Afternoon pick up is at 3.30pm and is the same as AM arrival.
Any parents who wish to collect their child slightly earlier needs to
inform Pre-school beforehand and for funding purposes we will have
to note down why they are being collected earlier.
Please try to arrive on time for the start of sessions to avoid
disruption and also to arrive on time at pick up as this can be
unsettling for the child, and also these are busy times to set up for
the afternoon and to clear up at the end of a day. Obviously, in the
event of an emergency, please contact to let us know that there will
be a delay.
To safeguard your child, if someone else is picking up, please inform
a member of staff and ensure the person collecting knows the
password as we will not let children leave unless they do. Please also
send a picture to attach to your ‘collection/going home form’.

Snow Watch
We try to remain open as much as possible but in the event of
closure due to adverse weather conditions the following
procedures will be used to inform you:


Information will be posted on County Council website:
https://closures.buckscc.gov.uk/



There will also be regular announcements on Mix 96
radio station



We will also post on our Facebook page so please make
sure you ‘like’ us on Facebook for updates

If we open but have to close during sessions we will contact
parents/carers who are in session and also notify the above.
If you decide it isn’t safe for you to travel to pre-school,
please let us know by text/telephone that your child will not
be attending session/breakfast club.

Invoices have been sent
through EyMan to fee
payers or those over
their
funded
hours.
Please check your spam
and junk mailboxes if
you
have
not
yet
received one. If it still
isn't there, please email
office@newmillsidepreschool.co.uk asap.

For those only claiming
funded hours, you will
shortly receive a
schedule of hours
showing the funding
hours claimed and a
suggested voluntary
donation request for
those hours. We
appreciate any
donations to help our
preschool.

Donation Requests
We are in need of
dressing up items for
the children. If you
have any that you
could donate we would
very much appreciate
any donations. We are
particularly low on
girls dressing up.

Sessions
If you would like to
change/add sessions
for the Summer Term,
please email your
requested sessions to
our office email as we
are starting to
prepare our Summer
register.

Letters Home
We will be sending
letters such as
permission slips/
notices through
Tapestry in the
‘Documents’ section.
This can only be
viewed on the main
website and not the
app. We will still send
an email notification
with regards to
reports of chickenpox
etc so please make
sure you have added
our email to ensure
you receive these and
check both ‘spam’ and
‘junk’ mailboxes.

Tapestry
For January starters,
you should have
received an email
allowing you to
activate your
Tapestry account.
This must be done
within a couple of
weeks otherwise this
link expires and
another will not be
sent.
If anyone has trouble
logging in to their
accounts, please speak
to a member of
staff.

Car Park
Urgent reminder to all, please not park in the pre-school/school car park for drop off and
collection. Spaces are for staff only and should not be parked or blocked at any time.
In addition, please remember not to walk through the car park and to come through the preschool gate only. Please do not allow children to play behind where staff park and are not
running across the car park. Thank you for your co-operation.

WOW Moments

Here at Pre-school we enjoy watching your
children grow and develop and like to
celebrate their achievements with them. We would love
to hear from you about the things your children
enjoy or achieves at home or when out and about with
friends and family.

Key Workers
Each child is assigned a member of staff as their key
worker, who is responsible for observing and recording
their progress throughout pre-school. If you have any
concerns or would like a progress update on your child,
please do not hesitate speaking to your child’s key worker
or Karen Barnes Manager/SENDCo (Special Educational
Needs & Disabilities Co-ordinator).

Committee Members
Thank you to those who have expressed interest in joining our
committee. We are in the process of completing the relevant
and necessary paperwork and once all has been completed we
will send out to inform everyone of our new committee
members. Please return paperwork as soon as possible please.

Remember to name all
belongings, coats,
lunchboxes, shoes, hats etc

Communication Week
During the week commencing 23rd March we invite parents to
come in to read to our children at story time which is the last
15 minutes of both AM and PM sessions. Please let a member
of staff know the day you would like to come in. We would
also like all children to bring in pictures of their family by
20th March as they will be all creating their own books.
International Week
We are looking forward to International Week from the 10th
Feb . It is an activity we do to enable the children to explore
the different cultures, food, language, music and celebrations
of different countries. The chosen country for our first
International Week of the term is Dubai. We welcome any
family members who can contribute to our topic.
Please speak to Aneeka or Charlie for any more information.

Do you qualify for Pupil Premium Funding?
Pupil Premium is a Government scheme that provides extra
funding per pupil whose parents receive one of the qualifying
benefits listed below:
• Income Support (IS)
• Income - based (not contribution-based) Job Seeker's
Allowance (IBJAS)
• The Guarantee element of the State Pension Credit
• Income-related employment and support allowance or
financially supported by NASS (National Asylum Support
Service)
• Child tax credit - except if you meet any of the following
criteria:
- Entitled to working tax credit (regardless of income)
- Have an annual income in excess of £16,190
Where a parent is entitled to Working Tax Credit during the
four-week period immediately after their employment ceases,
of after they start to work less than 16 hours per week, their
children are entitled to EYPP.
If you think you may be eligible please contact us for a form or
go to https://www.cloudforedu.org.uk/oeypp/buckscc and
complete the online form.

Vale Lottery
Tickets for the lottery cost £1 per week and for every £1
ticket sold 60p will go towards the Pre-school.
www.valelottery.co.uk/support/new-millside-pre-school

You shop. Amazon Gives.
To shop through Amazon Smile on your phone, if you
have the latest version of the Amazon Shopping App,
open the App on your Android device.
View Settings and select AmazonSmile.
Follow the in App instructions to complete the process.
My Nametags
For every order placed we receive 24%. Please
use our School ID: 77689

Donation Box
We have a donation box out at the start and end of each
session. We would appreciate any items from washing up
liquid, A4/A3 paper, batteries, kitchen towel, toilet roll,
antibacterial spray, wipes, nappy bags, pens, bulbs and
plants for our garden, fruit, soil, sand, gravel etc. Please
check our noticeboard for specific items also.

