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 I want to begin by thanking our Gala Committee, Ayana Brantley Lewis and Anna 
Glass Coquillot, our co-chairs, who along with David Bhagat, Carmen Espinal, Kelley Fink, 
Anyoly Franco, Andrew & Raquel Goodman, Selina Greene, Lindsay Maciejak, Jessica 
Peavy-Muhammad, and Rohnie Williams, gave their talent, heart, and skill to make this 
evening shine. You are a force and work magic! 

 I too remember - March 2020 - sheltering in place: the heart wrenching decision to 
close the school days before last year’s gala. In the midst of all the uncertainty, the children’s 
well-being and their education were my first priority. 

 On one of my morning walks with Bruno, I passed my favorite tree. I remembered the 
joy when it blossomed, and how the mysterious bulbs beneath it were about to bloom. Each 
morning I took a photo and sent it to the teachers of the younger children, to have them guess 
what kind of flower and color it might be when it bloomed. I remember their delight in 
predicting, waiting, and seeing what emerged. In the midst of so much pain and darkness in 
the world, we turned to observing nature, connecting us to life and to each other. 

 We are here today, fourteen months later, because of you. One Together, Together 
One, we have collaborated, educated, nurtured, and supported each other. Tonight, more than 
a year later, we celebrate our entire community! Welcome to The Studio School’s 49th 
Annual Gala! Each one of you, during this year, like the tulips, bloomed in your own way, 
lighting our days with hope and kindness.  

 Here at Studio, our limits were stretched in every way. Working endless hours, 
reaching in and out of the classrooms, indoors and outdoors, over Zoom, through plexiglass 
dividers, and behind masks, engaging the students in deep intellectual, and creative work. We 
helped our students process complex and difficult feelings, about the pandemic, systemic 
racism, the violence, and the climate crisis. 

 Respectful and uncomfortable conversations have been ongoing, and we provided 
opportunities for students, their families, and our teachers, to feel comfortable sharing their 
thoughts, feelings and vulnerabilities. Through talking and assignments designed to be both 
healing and educational, our work continues. Our theme of this year, Transcending 
Boundaries, Changing Frontiers was an excellent starting place and projects began for the 
children and our community to cope, process, and respond.  

  



 In the fall, we transformed our traditional Thanksgiving mural series, so that separate 
cohorts could participate in making a 12-foot, mixed media mural entitled, “What We Bring 
to the Table.“  It depicted people within our community and throughout history who have 
transcended the boundaries of their time.  

 Knowing that after Winter Recess, we would need a period of quarantine, with 
everyone working remotely, we launched a very special project that would take us through 
the winter, a stitch at a time. We are excited to present it to you later tonight! 

 And, as winter gave way to spring, our middle schoolers in their classrooms, 
collaboratively wrote, an original play through Zoom. Each cohort explored how we as 
humans connect while disconnected, with a story that touches on the pandemic and the 
protests. In this year, the exchanges we have had in our community, with people of all ages, 
have been most important, worthy, and moving.   

 Parents are people too, even though your children may not know it, I am in awe of 
how you have managed the great stresses, anxieties, and logistics of the pandemic, working 
in the space called home and caring for your children and family, through illness and 
shocking events. Thank you for working with us and tolerating all the protocols. You are 
truly super humans!   

 If one had to lead in a time of a pandemic, and I certainly don’t recommend it, I could 
not be more grateful for this community and all the people who have been here for me and 
our school.   

 Susan Mamis, our Board President, you made sure, that we talked every day, 
concerned for my personal well-being and worked in countless ways with the Board and me 
to fulfill our mission while safeguarding our school. You are remarkable. Mimi Cheng, 
Treasurer, we talked every other day, and while we strategized about business matters, the 
hard decisions always included what was best for the individuals. Secretary Cynthia Noe, 
along with members, Ian Patrick, James Cavoli, and Nasir Khan, you have been especially 
generous with your time, expertise, and support.  All of you have had such faith and 
confidence in my leadership. Thank you! 

 Julie Mabey, Shera Silver, and Christine Bochar: from sunrise to sunset and back to 
sunrise, we worked and kept each other going. Your devotion to our mission, doing whatever 
was needed for the safety and welfare of our school, is incredible. Your multiple talents, 
along with your ability to process all that was needed to have our school pivot and thrive, is 
extraordinary.   

 Health and safety, both physical and mental, have been our priority. Our Herculean 
Task Force spent hours and hours, researching, devising, and implementing a sound plan, so 
that we were able to have as much in-person learning as possible. Arnold Rabson, Julie 
Margolies, Jared Roseman, Marc Fein, Susan Mamis, Mimi Cheng, Chris Bochar, Julie 
Mabey, Shera Silver—Never missing a beat and always, ready and on call- thank you! 



 Scout Bennett, Julie Bell, Lila Lopez Ruiz, Mick Wieland, Linda Abrahams, and 
Elizabeth Goodman have an amazing ability to collaborate, create, and deliver our message 
in its many wonderful forms. You keep the paths flowing with artistry, technology, and 
information to connect us all.  
  
 There are not enough words to express how compassionate, patient, thoughtful, 
clever, sensitive, inventive, practical, fun, strong, and courageous our teachers have been 
throughout this year, and how grateful I am to you. Our learning support and mental health 
professionals have also gone above and beyond to assist our students. Together, we’ve 
become quite a group and I am so proud of everyone’s outstanding work and your collective 
commitment to the students and their families. 
  
 We could never have returned to our school building without the endless efforts of our 
kitchen and housekeeping staff.  Kirsten Wyatt, Tyreek Williams, Carolina Restrepo, Maria 
Romero, Chimi Tenzen, and Nawang Tzetan: All of you, despite the risks, came every day 
and met the challenge to make sure we were nourished and sanitized and disinfected. Or is it 
disinfect, sanitize? We feel so cared for-thank you! 

 This year, Parent Connection- Julie Margolies, Ayana Brantley-Lewis, Sasha DeWind, 
has taken on a major role with Ms. Silver in having, VIRTUALLY, one of the best 
admissions seasons ever! You have helped our current families get comfortable during the 
school year and were the best supportive listeners Ms. Silver and I could ask for. 

 So, I remember, I will never forget….this past year, and what we’ve all endured and 
how we prevailed with courage, care, and  compassion: One Together, Together One, moving 
continually toward the light. And as Frog and Toad, those wise, beloved characters of a 
children’s story tell us, “Nothing can separate us, as we are always together.”   
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