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Hello All,

Crafting for a Cure is excited to announce that our most recent partnerships are with
the Chiefs of Ontario and Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs. This programming will provide
Craft Kits and crafting supplies directly to Indigenous Nursing Centres. 

As we are a non-profit charity, all of our funding comes from fundraising or Donors. We
are very thankful that Larry and Tova Vickar of Vickar Automotive Group in Manitoba
have offered to help contribute in the delivery of products directly to Nursing Centers
within the province. However, in Ontario, supply delivery will work a little differently as
we do not currently have Donors for this province. This being said, we are committed to
working with the Chiefs of Ontario to provide our programming to as many Ontario
Indigenous Nursing Centres as we possibly can. 

If a member of a partnered Indigenous Community travels to the GTA for any reason, we
can arrange to hand-off product to that individual. We are also able to hand off the
product to the Chiefs of Ontario for appropriate distribution. Alternatively, the delivery
of supplies can be arranged through our University Chapters program. We have
Chapters located in 6 major cities across Ontario, all of which are more than willing to
deliver the product to Indigenous Nursing Centres within their respective regions. As
funding becomes available, we will ship supplies directly to communities that are not
easily accessible by the means described above. 

When an Indigenous Nursing Centre receives supplies from us, they will be receiving
crayons, self-contained craft kits, general and specialized art supplies, stuffed animals,
hygiene products, and so much more. Here at Crafting for a Cure, we acknowledge the
ongoing health disparities Indigenous Peoples face daily and as such, understand the
importance of Indigenous Nursing Centres to these communities.
 

N E W S L E T T E R
 
 
 

Lets Catch Up!

CRAFTING FOR A CURE
The Scoop
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While I have shipped products to Iqaluit, Nunavut, this will be the largest number of
Indigenous Communities that the charity will have ever served. I have a deep and
personal connection to this partnership and am embarrassed that it was not made earlier
in Crafting for a Cure’s existence. When my great grandparents immigrated to
Saskatchewan, they had nothing. An Indigenous family in my grandparents' community
offered them a place to live until they could get back on their feet. Without their
kindness and empathy, my family would have frozen in the harsh Saskatchewan climate.
It is because of this reason that I grew up with profound respect and admiration for
Indigenous Peoples.

This admiration was only further cultivated during my elementary school years. I am
lucky to have had a teacher during these years who was dedicated to teaching us about
Indigenous culture and experience. It was then that I discovered my passion for beading.
Indigenous Communities have not only played a critical role in my own life story, but in
the life story of all who consider themselves to be Canadian. It Is because of this that the
following message is/will be included in all of our Craft Kits: “Crafting for a Cure wants to
play a role in recognizing and acknowledging Indigenous Communities. They came
before us and their artistic representation inspires us and so many.”

I do not claim to be a perfect person, but I do work hard to share and cultivate
understandings of where certain cultural practices originate from, and how we can grow
as individuals to spark happiness in those around us. I want to thank the Chiefs of
Ontario and Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs for helping us to expand our program within
Indigenous Communities. I look forward to working with these communities and hope
that someday in the near future, I will have the opportunity to visit in person. 

Sincerely,

Pamela Bielak
President and Founder 
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Article by Riya Bhatla

As Coretta Scott King once said, “The greatness of a community is most accurately
measured by the compassionate actions of its members.”

Crafting for a Cure is not only a charity that brings smiles to children in hospitals, but it is
an organization that instills a sense of community in its members. From a family of
changemakers to a team of dedicated volunteers to a movement of change, the charity’s
reach has extended at an exponential rate. As a result, more children and teenagers in
more hospitals have received products from Crafting for a Cure. 

Due to COVID-19, in-person hospital visits are currently on hold. However, the charity
sought new and creative ways to continue to reach its goals. One mechanism through
which the charity continued to spread smiles was the Chapter Program. Crafting for a
Cure’s chapters bring awareness of the charity’s initiatives and programs to their local
communities through fundraising events, social events, and community partnerships.
Historically, chapters have organized Zumba dance fundraisers, clothing drives, trivia
nights, succulent sales, and more! Most chapters are run by post-secondary students who
play a major role in the creation, production, and delivery of craft kits in their local
communities. Having first launched in 2013 at Western University, the chapter program
has now expanded to York University, Brock University, Windsor University, and Queen’s
University. This year, a new chapter will be established in Hamilton, Ontario where for the
first time, all local community members (not just post-secondary students) will have the
opportunity to spread joy.  

Through the Chapter Program, Crafting for a Cure has organized social events including
cardmaking sessions and produced more craft kits than ever before. The program has also
provided individuals with the opportunity to learn and grow together. It encourages
people from varying backgrounds to come together to work towards a common goal
while utilizing their space within their communities to spread CFC’s mission of bringing
smiles to all. Being a part of a chapter is not just about reaching the charity’s goals, it’s
about learning to live a life greater than oneself. 

This past year has truly put into perspective how valuable civic leadership and generosity
can be, which is why we encourage you to consider joining a CFC chapter or establishing
one in your local community. To learn more about the Chapter Program, feel free to visit
our website!
 
 

THE CHAPTER PROGRAM
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2021 marks Vickar Automotive’s fifth year supporting Crafting For A Cure. For five years,
Vickar Automotive has supported Crafting For A Cure by sponsoring fundraisers and
donating to our different programs. During this time, Vickar Automotive has helped us
create over 100k Craft Kits and other distractions for children in over 100 hospitals, no
matter their race, religion, gender, financial means, and medical health. With Vickar
Automotive’s support, we at Crafting For A Cure have been able to expand our one-of-a-
kind “Smiles For All” program which brings ballerinas into hospitals to perform hospital
bedside. Likewise, we have increased our support to mental health wards in hospitals
with our “Creating Breathing Space” program, where we provide patients between ages
5 to 21 with distractions and self-esteem items. 

WIth Vickar Automotive’s support, we have become the largest provider of distractions
and self-esteem items for over 40 mental health inpatient hospitals. Vickar Automotive
has also been Crafting For A Cure’s lifeline since the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic. The past year has been challenging for everyone. Millions of people have lost
their jobs due to the pandemic, and as a result, many charities around the world have
experienced a significant drop in donations. We too have experienced a massive decline
in support while at the same time experiencing a big jump in demand for our Craft Kits.
Without Vickar Automotive’s support, we would not have been able to keep up with the
increasing demand. 

Larry and Tova Vickar and Vickar Automotive as a whole have been huge supporters of
Crafting For A Cure, and we want to sincerely thank them for how much they have
helped us expand our programs, and in the end, bring smiles to children whenever a
hospital visit is necessary.  

Find us on

THANK YOU TO OUR PLATINUM DONOR, VICKAR AUTOMOTIVE GROUP!
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The fact of the matter is, our world has changed dramatically over this last year. We are at
a standstill, yet some things just don't stop. People are still getting sick, but hospitals are
becoming scarier, and a more dangerous place to be. Now put yourself in the shoes of a
young child. The playrooms are closed, your visitors are limited, and you cannot see the
faces of the doctors and nurses taking care of you. Scary, right?

Crafting for a Cure is a not-for-profit organization that prides itself on indiscriminately
bringing a smile to children in the hospital. Specifically, I head the program called "Smiles
For All" that brings ballerinas into hospitals. There, we do small performances at bedsides,
in waiting rooms and in different wards. I have had the honour of working closely with
CFC for the last 6 years, and have quickly realized the importance of what we do.

When I first started volunteering, I really just did it for fun. Selfishly, dancing in the
hospital for people who needed it made me feel good, and so I continued doing it, and
got more and more invested as I did. The impact that we as a charity have on the hour, the
day, or the week of an individual is shocking. How can a two-minute dance really impact
someone's day?

I would like to make reference to one hospital visit specifically. Our holiday season is the
busiest, with occasional double bookings leaving all of the volunteers emotionally and
physically exhausted. There was nothing out of the ordinary during this visit. We were
dancing in the pediatric oncology ward, and there were a few patients in the playroom.
One little girl had the brightest smile on her face and stared in awe as we were
performing our dance numbers. Later, her mom came up to us and let us know that her
daughter had been talking about "meeting the ballerinas" for an entire week and that she
had not seen her daughter smile that big in a long time. The emotions that overcame me
were too strong to keep myself composed, so I stepped away from the crowd to take a
breather. 

This little girl was not even 5 years old, but has gone through more than some will go
through in an entire lifetime. We made a difference in her day, and we brought some
magic to a dark period in her life. Today, I am incredibly happy to say that the little girl is
in remission and has started taking ballet classes! Perhaps one day, she can come back to
volunteer with us as a Smiles For All ballerina.

My peers, parents and mentors ask me regularly why I dedicate so much time to
volunteering. Sitting in on meetings every week, organizing Zoom calls and packing
shipments of donations have become the new norms since we still cannot physically go
into the hospital. The answer is quite simple: I believe that every child deserves to smile
when in the hospital. I have crafted in the teen mental health wards and danced in pre-
op, but at the end of the day, children deserve to smile, no matter where, when or how.

MEET MICHELLE KASIMOV!
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Crafting for a Cure is a catalyst for change. It is a volunteer-run organization that relies on
donations of both time and money. We support all hospitals and all of the children in
them, no matter their race, religion, gender, financial means or medical health. Currently,
our donations are shipped to over 100 hospitals in 7 different countries, and we are
always looking to expand.

I truly believe that we are making a difference, and I cannot wait to see what lies in store
for the future of this organization.

If you or anyone you know is interested in joining our Smiles For All team, please reach
out to Michelle Kasimov, Director of the Smiles For All Program. Michelle can be
reached at michelle.kasimov@craftingforacure.ca.

Article by Michelle Kasimov
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In the fall of 2019, I was a first-year student at York University, overwhelmed by the
beginning of a new chapter in my life. I longed for a sense of familiarity, and after being
heavily involved in extracurriculars in high school, I knew that I wanted to find a way to get
involved during my undergraduate career. I stumbled across a booth at the club fair with a
poster that read “Crafting for a Cure: Bring Smiles to Children in Hospitals” and, little did I
know, walking up to that booth would change my life forever. 

As human beings, we have so many different experiences and interactions that shape our
lives in meaningful ways, but we often fail to notice them. Joining Crafting for a Cure made
me believe in living a life greater than myself. It made me realize how privileged I am and
how the things that I often take for granted are things that for many, do not come easily. 

During the holiday season of that year, I had the opportunity to go on one of CFC’s hospital
visits to Humber River Hospital. I crafted with a child bedside and while our interaction
may have only lasted a few minutes, I left the hospital that day feeling grateful and
optimistic about what the future had in store. It has almost been two years since our
interaction, but to this day, I remember his name, the dinosaur print of his pyjamas, and of
course, the craft we made together. That experience was so powerful that I went on to get
heavily involved with the charity and am currently serving as Co-Director of Chapter
Programming and York University’s Chapter Co-President. 
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WHAT ARE OUR VOLUNTEERS SAYING?

Riya Bhatla
York University Chapter Co-President
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Over the past year, I have been fortunate enough to have played a role in many of the
charity’s initiatives. With charities having to navigate the challenges posed by the
pandemic and determine if they are going to continue operation, Crafting for a Cure
confronted adversity head-on and found new and innovative ways to engage with
community members. We hosted our annual fundraiser in a virtual format (“A Night of
Quar-Entertainment”), organized a silent auction in collaboration with Les Dames
d'Escoffier ("Uncorked"), took on passionate high school co-op students, continued to send
out craft kits that are now in higher demand than ever before, and provided students with
the opportunity to chat with professionals in various industries in our “Crafting
Conversations” segment. 

There is no doubt that the COVID-19 pandemic has brought out our worst instincts. We
have all witnessed the hate that has fuelled words and actions which have had detrimental
impacts on our societies. However, the pandemic has also highlighted those that embody
resilience, and have used this global crisis as an opportunity to better themselves and their
communities.

Crafting for a Cure is a site of change. It is a place where passionate people come together
to work towards a common goal: spreading joy. No matter where you're from or where you
want to go, there is a place for everyone in this charity, which is one of the many reasons
why I am so grateful to be a part of it. When we get busy in the hustle and bustle of our
own lives, we often forget about how the simplest things, like smiling, can have such a
powerful impact on ourselves and those around us. Being a part of this charity has truly
taught me how powerful one smile can be. I found a second family at Crafting for a Cure,
and I truly feel like I have received much more than I have given.

For more information on how you can get involved with CFC and contribute to our latest
initiatives, be sure to visit our website! 
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I started doing accounting and business management work for Crafting for a Cure in
February 2021, as part of a co-op course I took in high school. 

I saw my work at Crafting for a cure as an opportunity to meet people, get a good
university reference letter, and build up my resume. I didn’t give much attention to what
the charity was doing since I was working with numbers all day due to the nature of my
job. The work I was doing at Crafting for a cure was just like schoolwork I do for any other
of my classes.

However, as time went on, my attitude towards the work I was doing at Crafting for a Cure
changed significantly. I started taking on different projects at the charity, ranging from
helping organize fundraisers to creating donor walls. And slowly, Crafting for a Cure
became a bigger part of my life than I had expected. Aiming for excellence at my work
went from something I did to get good marks to something I did to help the charity and
those in need. 

During the COVID-19 pandemic, many charities saw a steep decline in their donations
while at the same time experiencing a rise in demand for products and services, and as
my work was centred around the finances of Crafting for a Cure, I saw this first hand. As a
result, I became determined to help the charity in any way I could, be it writing articles or
applying for government grants.

I am so grateful to be a part of such an amazing charity. 
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Grade 12 Student at Bayview Secondary School
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Dates: October 9th to October 11th

Crafting for a Cure is humbled to be back as the charity partner at this year's
PumpkinFest! Visit us at our booth at Downsview Park from 10:00am to 6:00pm during
Thanksgiving Weekend to learn more about our work and get your own pumpkin
decorating kit! All the proceeds from this fundraiser will be going towards the charity's
initiatives. 

Thank you Superior Events for your belief in the charity and commitment to give back.
For more information on PumpkinFest and to sign up as a volunteer, be sure to visit
https://www.pumpkinfesttoronto.com. 

PumpkinFest!

Uncorcked: Holiday Edition!
Dates: November 25th to December 5th

We are back once again and we hope you can join us in our upcoming fundraiser!  A
Silent Auction from your own home! We are proud to once again partner with Les
Dames d’Escoffier Ontario (LDE).

As a registered not-for-profit organization, LDE is a collective of forward-thinking
women who aim to advance and support aspiring professional women in food,
beverage and hospitality as well as to champion critical industry issues. With a focus on
philanthropy and education, their scholarship and bursary program is one of their
proudest achievements, providing aspiring students in the world of food, beverage and
hospitality with financial assistance and other industry opportunities.
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WHAT'S NEXT?

Crafting For a Cure wouldn’t be able to bring smiles to all children when a hospital visit
is necessary if it weren’t for donors like yourself. No donation is too small.  If you have
checked out our website you will see our Sunshine where we recognize all donors.

Please consider becoming one of our higher-level donors by reviewing the donor
platform.

Once again, thank you for believing in Crafting For a Cure!

WANT TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE?
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DONOR LEVELS

$500-1499 CAD
BRONZE

By being a "Bronze level donor", you will receive recognition by having your name displayed on our donor page
 

Your name will be displayed on the inner layer of the Crafting For A Cure online donor wall

$1500-4999 CAD
SILVER

By being a "Silver level donor", you will receive recognition by having your picture and name on our donor page
 

Your name will be displayed on the inner layer of the Crafting For A Cure online donor wall
 

By being a "Gold level donor", you will receive recognition by having your name, picture, and a link to your website on our
donor page 

 
You will be mentioned in a 1:1 ratio of how much you donate. Craft kit amounts will be rounded down to the nearest thousand

 
Your name will be displayed on the centre of the Crafting For A Cure online donor wall

 
Every month, a social media post will be created about either a gold or platinum level donor, thanking them for their

generosity across CFC social media channels
 

$5000-9999 CAD
GOLD

$10,000 CAD +
PLATINUM

By being a "Platinum level donor", you will receive recognition through having your name, picture, a link to your website, and a
small blog post about yourself/your organization on our donor page

 
You will be mentioned in a 1:1 ratio of how much you donate. Craft kit amounts will be rounded up to the nearest thousand

 
Your name will be displayed at the centre of the Crafting For A Cure online donor wall

 
Every month, a social media post will be created about either a gold or platinum level donor, thanking them for their

generosity across CFC social media channels
 

Platinum donors will receive a photo book 
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