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Systems

The National Farm to School Network (NFSN), in partnership with Michigan State University
Center for Regional Food Systems (CRFS), conducted the 2021 version of the National Farm to
ECE Survey. In total, we heard from 2,914 total survey respondents across 26 targeted states to
learn about current farm to ECE initiatives and their reach; motivations, challenges, and
supports needed to sustain and expand participation; and the effect, if any, of COVID-19 on
farm to ECE and local purchasing practices. We also gathered information from programs not
participating in farm to ECE to better understand the barriers and supports needed. The survey
was adapted from previous farm to ECE surveys conducted in 2012, 2015, and 2018, but used
purposive sampling by targeting four states in each of the seven USDA regions5 to represent a
spectrum of racial diversity and farm to ECE supportive policies and infrastructure.

Our series of briefs, coming soon, detail the results of the survey. They also include background
on the farm to ECE movement, discussion around the implications of the results, and
recommendations. Visit farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education for the survey
briefs and other resources to share these important results:

● 2021 National Farm to Early Care and Education Survey Briefs
○ Background and Methods
○ Farm to ECE Reach
○ Participation and Practices
○ Why Farm to ECE
○ Local Purchasing
○ COVID-19 and Farm to ECE

● State level data
● Sharing Toolkit
● 2021 National Farm to Early Care and Education Survey: Infographic
● 2021 National Farm to Early Care and Education Survey: Fact Sheet
● Webinar: Results of the 2021 National Farm to Early Care and Education Survey

Stay connected with us for more content, information, and opportunities to get involved:

National Farm to School Network:

● Visit our website at farmtoschool.org
● #farmtoschool - Use these hashtags in your social media messages
● @FarmtoSchool - follow us on Twitter and Instagram
● Follow us on Facebook by searching for “National Farm to School Network”



Michigan State University Center for Regional Food Systems:

● Visit our websites: foodsystems.msu.edu and mifarmtoschool.msu.edu
● @msucrfs - follow us on Twitter
● Follow us on Facebook by searching for “MSU Center for Regional Food Systems”

Ways to Promote
● Social Media Posts Use the suggested content or create your own.
● Blog and Newsletter Content Include the sample content and link to the new resources

at farmtoschool.org/resources.
● Share your story about farm to ECE in your communications channels and with NFSN

here.

Social Media

Tweets:

#FarmtoECE supports kids and communities. Learn more about opportunities to grow this
movement in the @farmtoschool & @msucrfs Farm to ECE survey report at
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education

New @farmtoschool & @msucrfs national survey shows #farmtoECE can feed children and
families, with 41% growing food for children to take home and 42% using garden harvests for
meals. See the results @farmtoschool & @msucrfs Farm to ECE survey at
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education

New @farmtoschool & @msucrfs survey shows 81% of ECE sites are already doing farm to
ECE and 14% are ready to get started. See what’s happening in your state and across the
country in the survey briefs at farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education #farmtoECE

Why #farmtoschool in early care and education? Healthy kids and high quality learning! See the
results @farmtoschool & @msucrfs #farmtoECE survey at
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education

Facebook Posts:

@NationalFarmtoSchoolNetwork and @MSU Center for Regional Food Systems survey shows
81% of surveyed sites are already doing farm to ECE activities and another 14% are ready to
get started. Find out what’s happening in your state and across the country. Visit
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education

Early care and education providers agree: farm to ECE supports kids and high-quality
education. See the @NationalFarmtoSchoolNetwork and @MSU Center for Regional Food

https://www.farmtoschool.org/tags/resources
https://www.farmtoschool.org/about/tell-us-your-story


Systems survey results and learn how to grow the farm to ECE movement at
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education

Farm to ECE supports kids and communities! Learn about how farm to ECE benefits children,
families, and communities in @NationalFarmtoSchoolNetwork and @MSU Center for Regional
Food Systems survey. Survey results and state data now available →
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education

Instagram Posts:

@farmtoschool and @MSU Center for Regional Food Systems survey shows 81% of surveyed
sites are already doing farm to ECE activities and another 14% are ready to get started. Find
out what’s happening in your state and across the country. Visit
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education

Early care and education providers agree: farm to ECE supports kids and high-quality
education. See the @farmtoschool and @MSU Center for Regional Food Systems survey
results and learn how to grow the farm to ECE movement at
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education

Farm to ECE supports kids and communities! Learn about how farm to ECE benefits children,
families, and communities in @farmtoschool and @MSU Center for Regional Food Systems
survey. Survey results and state data now available →
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education

Social Media Graphics:

2021 farm to ECE social media graphics are below. You can also find them here.

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/rv8s1fzprlarmsu/AAAqIE5GNW8odkss8MAUDKEya?dl=0


Sample Text for Newsletters and Blogs:

Short version:
2021 National Farm to Early Care and Education Survey: Results Briefs and State Level
Data Now Available
In 2021, the National Farm to School Network (NFSN) and the Michigan State University Center
for Regional Food Systems (CRFS) launched the 2021 National Farm to Early Care and
Education Survey in 26 targeted states. Early Care and Education (ECE) providers were
surveyed on current farm to ECE initiatives and their reach; motivations, challenges, and
supports needed to sustain and expand participation; and the effect, if any, of COVID-19 on
farm to ECE and local purchasing practices. The survey also gathered information from
programs not participating in farm to ECE to better understand the barriers and supports
needed. Of the 2,914 responding providers, 2,397 (81%) are already participating in farm to
ECE and another 14% plan to start. Explore the fact sheet and series of briefs dedicated to
survey results as they are published through early Fall to learn about the scope and reach of
farm to ECE and opportunities to grow the movement. See the results and resources at
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education.

Long Version:
2021 National Farm to Early Care and Education Survey: Results Briefs and State Level
Data Now Available
In 2021, the National Farm to School Network (NFSN) and the Michigan State University Center
for Regional Food Systems (CRFS) launched the 2021 National Farm to Early Care and
Education Survey. Early Care and Education (ECE) providers were surveyed on current farm to
ECE initiatives and their reach; motivations, challenges, and supports needed to sustain and
expand participation; and the effect, if any, of COVID-19 on farm to ECE and local purchasing
practices. The survey also gathered information from programs not participating in farm to ECE
to better understand the barriers and supports needed.

With a promising 81% of respondents already participating in farm to ECE and 14% planning to
start in the future, farm to ECE has steadily gained favor in the ECE community. Providers said
they choose farm to ECE to support children’s health (92%), provide experiential learning
opportunities (87%), and to teach children about where food comes from and how it grows (87%).
Respondents agree, farm to ECE activities help create high quality learning environments that
promote lifelong health and wellness for children and families.

Explore the series of briefs dedicated to survey results as they are published through early Fall to
learn more about the survey’s findings and how we can use them to equitably expand farm to ECE.
Explore the briefs, state level data, and other survey resources to learn about the scope and reach
of farm to ECE and opportunities to grow the movement. See the results and resources at
farmtoschool.org/our-work/early-care-and-education. Share these exciting results and show how
farm to ECE supports healthy futures for all children.


