
ACCELERATING THE FIGHT AGAINST  

HUMAN TRAFFICKING AND ITS ROOT CAUSES



Last year 35 Unseen partners impacted a staggering 

3.3 million people worldwide. This couldn’t have 

happened without your incredible partnership 

and generosity.

On a recent DC trip I was talking with the president of 

Justice Ventures International (JVI), an Unseen partner 

operating in India. He shared about a harrowing rescue 

that had just happened—7 little boys freed from a metal 

fabrication shop. JVI and other partners play a critical role 

in walking alongside vulnerable people and bringing down 

exploiters. Unseen’s role is accelerating the growth of 

partners like JVI so they can reach more people—faster.

Unseen’s investment in top anti-trafficking and root cause 
organizations is achieving awesome results. And more 

growth is on the way. Compassion for people and a desire to 

bring true freedom motivate us.

Thank you for partnering in this vital work and for expanding 

reach to the most vulnerable.

With purpose,

THAN BAARDSON  |  CEO + COFOUNDER



3,331,295

IMPACT 
BREAKDOWN:

3,190,859
Displaced, vulnerable, 

or stateless people 

provided advocacy

57,165
Non-vulnerable 

people made aware 

of human trafficking 
signs and root causes

83,271
Vulnerable people 

received direct  

services and care

THROUGH UNSEEN’S PARTNERS LAST YEAR
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35 PARTNERS. 35 COUNTRIES.

6 CONTINENTS.

Unseen’s strengths lie in supporting those who are already  

boots on the ground, who are already doing the work.”

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED MOTIVATIONAL 

SPEAKER AND ENTERTAINER

“
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We invest in partners doing essential prevention and aftercare work—making people less vulnerable to trafficking. Direct services and aftercare 

include: rescue, repatriation, safe shelter, food, clean water, vocational training and job creation, post trauma care, poverty alleviation, education, 

and protection of street children. We aim to get at root causes, stopping trafficking before it starts. 

*Source: Siddharth Kara, Modern Slavery: A Global Perspective, 257 

83,271
RECEIVED DIRECT SERVICES AND AFTERCARE  

THROUGH UNSEEN PARTNERS LAST YEAR

Root Causes  

of Trafficking*

• Extreme poverty

• Lack of access to 

legitimate credit and 

alternative income 

opportunities

• Inability of the  

poor to fund their  

children’s education  

(especially girls)

Types of

Trafficking

Sex Trafficking: 
62.6%  |  4,190

Bonded Labor Trafficking: 
22.6%  |  1,512

Forced Labor Trafficking: 
8.2%  |  552

Forced Marriage Slavery: 
6.6%  |  441

Vulnerable to
Trafficking76,576 Trafficking

Survivors6,695
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One of Unseen’s newest 35 partners, Willow International, 

works to end human trafficking in Uganda through survivor 
rescue and restoration, collaborative partnerships, and 

prevention. One of these survivors is Adie.
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Adie* flew to Dubai for a promising job opportunity that paid much more 

than she could make in Uganda as a 22-year-old mother with limited education. 

She hoped to return with funds to start a better life for her son. She arranged for 

him to stay with a cousin, promising to return soon. 

But she would not have that opportunity. 

When Adie arrived in Dubai, her boss took her passport and brought her to a 

room with five other girls, ages 15 to 17. Against their will, Adie and the other girls 
were trafficked for sex that night. They were then beaten so severely that they 
didn’t know if they would survive. 

The abuse and rape continued the following night. And the next night. And the 

next, for several months. Finally, the girls were able to get help and were offered 

a flight back to Uganda. When they got to the airport, their trafficker was 
waiting for them with armed guards. He had kidnapped Adie’s son, and told her 

that if she didn’t go back to work, they would kill him. So she went. 

Over the next five years Adie would be sold to traffickers in Malaysia and 
Thailand. Each day she longed to return and hold her son again. She continually 

looked for a way to escape.

 “So many girls died,” Adie said. “I watched so many die in front of me.” 

Then, Adie found Willow International. She connected with Willow’s advocate 

in Thailand, who was able to safely send Adie home. When she arrived back in 

Uganda, Willow provided the medical care, counseling, and support she needed 

to start over.

After 6 years away and daily struggle to survive, she was finally reunited with her 
son. Through Willow, Adie has become an advocate for other survivors.

This past year we partnered with 

Willow to increase their financial 
base—starting with branded 
donation cards which added to the 

success of their year-end campaign. 

“We raised over $200,000 to help 

survivors in our care,” said Willow. 

As Willow works toward eradicating 

trafficking through international and 
local partnerships, legislative overhaul, 

and criminal convictions, the Unseen 

team ensures that stories like Adie’s are 

told and that Willow’s work accelerates 

and grows.

To date, Willow has trained 1,000+ 

key government officials and 

community leaders on anti-
trafficking policies, provided 

aftercare to hundreds of survivors, 
and has a 95% success rate of 

preventing revictimization. 

UN SEEN  PA RT NER

*Name changed to protect identity.

6



IN UNSEEN’S PORTFOLIO REVENUE

215%

Our portfolio revenue size is growing at a 
fast rate, translating to more impact.

 $11,492,815 in revenue was raised by  

Unseen partners in 2018, compared to  

$3,651,865 raised in 2017.

2017

2018

$3,651,865

$11,492,815
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The year-end video [produced by Unseen] shared the need 
in a compelling and dignifying way that helped us raise 
the most we’ve ever raised. We know sharing the story in 
a high quality, visual way helped people understand and 

empathize, leading them to take action. We’re headed 
back to the field to begin the work on the ground which 

wouldn’t be possible if we hadn’t met our [financial] goal. 
Unseen has been instrumental in making this happen!”

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS AND  

CO-FOUNDER, JUST ONE AFRICA, KENYA 

PARTNER ORGANIZ ATION OF UNSEEN
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IN REVENUE ATTRIBUTION

156%

We’re accelerating  
our partners’ growth. 

$2,371,462 was raised by Unseen’s portfolio 

of partners while using Unseen products and 

services in 2018 vs. $927,016 in 2017.

2017

2018

$927,016

$2,371,462
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I applaud Unseen for fighting against 

the powerful business of human 

trafficking, and for providing fundraising 

advice and tools–rather than money–to 

anti-trafficking organizations. These 
organizations are learning how to 

effectively solicit donations needed to 

expand their impact.”

“I’m not surprised that organizations 

clamor to partner with Unseen. 

Fundraising is difficult and time-
consuming, and Unseen’s approach 

generates proven results. I support 

Unseen because they put my money 

to use right away in preventing 

vulnerable kids and women from 

becoming trafficked.”

367% ROI is calculated by $2,371,462  

Attributed Partner Revenue, divided by 

$647,000 Unseen’s Budget in FY 2017-2018.

367%

We are delivering results.

ON INVESTMENT (ROI)

(FORMER) VICE PRESIDENT  

OF DEVELOPMENT, PULSE
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We recognize that our donors 

and stakeholders trust us to 
effectively and efficiently fight 
human trafficking and its root 
causes. In addition, we know that 
more people are impacted when 

we’re smart with funds.

With this in mind, we are committed 

to investing wisely, not only in the 

anti-trafficking partners we serve, but 
also in talented staff, reliable business 

processes, efficient fundraising methods, 
and robust administration systems that 

will help us impact more people than 

ever before in the years ahead. 

We are committed to following 

GuideStar’s Platinum standards, which 

represent the highest level of 

transparency. We are an open book–

disclosing publicly the details of our 

programs, impact of programs, 

financials, and operations.

With purpose,

THAN BAARDSON  |  CEO MARK MATTHES  |  COO 

Audited financials will be 
available on our website.

REVENUE GROWTH  |   45%

TOTAL ASSETS  |   120%
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CURRENT LIABILITIES  |   34%

TOTAL EQUITY  |   95%

Filipino fishermen return to work after a 
typhoon destroyed their only means to 

an income. Unseen’s partner purchased 

boats for them—bringing economic 

stability to a vulnerable community being 

targeted by traffickers. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BOARD CHAIR  |  UNSEEN

PRESIDENT, SAGENCY

BOARD VICE CHAIR  |  UNSEEN

(FORMER) VICE PRESIDENT OF DEVELOPMENT, PULSE

BOARD SECRETARY  |  UNSEEN

PASTOR, TRIUMPH LUTHERAN CHURCH 

OWNER, BRAATEN CABINETS

OWNER, ROGNESS WEB DEVELOPMENT

BOARD TREASURER  |  UNSEEN

CO-FOUNDER, ENCLAVE DEVELOPMENT,  

ENCLAVE CONSTRUCTION, AND LUX COMMUNITIES

MANAGING PARTNER, ENCLAVE COMPANIES

PARTNER, RADIANT CREATIVE HOMES

BOARD MEMBER  |  UNSEEN

EVP AND CHIEF CULTURE OFFICER, BELL BANK



OUR IS TO ACCELERATE THE GROWTH OF  

ANTI-TRAFFICKING AND ROOT CAUSE ORGANIZATIONS.

We a world where anti-trafficking organizations 
stop exploiters and vulnerable people pursue thriving lives. 
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                                  for bringing true 

freedom to vulnerable people.

Your influence, ideas, and resources 
are bringing hope and new life to 

people all around the globe.

125 8th St N, Fargo, ND 58102

701.261.3598

weareunseen.org

Unseen is a 501(c)3 nonprofit 
organization registered in the State 
of North Dakota. Headquartered in 
Fargo, Unseen was founded in 2011 and 
fights human trafficking and its root 
causes through partner organizations 
operating in 35+ countries.


