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The Book of Rounds: 
Choral Edition
Chorus Austin Chamber Ensemble 
and October Project
Ryan Heller, conductor and 
Keiji Ishiguri, arranger
October Project Music 
BOR-001 (2021; 68:00)

The Book of  Rounds: Choral Edition 
is a triumphant recording that is a 
gift of  hope and peace for a world 
that desperately needs both. The 
Chorus Austin Chamber Ensemble, 
adeptly conducted by Ryan Heller, 
performs each of  Emil Adler’s com-
positions, arranged by Keiji Ishiguri, 
with precision and nuanced expres-
sion. Heller brings out dramatic dy-
namic contrasts with natural, clear 
diction that showcase of  Julie Flan-
ders’. Flanders, who conceived of  
this project, originally wrote these 
poems for her son to provide com-
fort in challenging times. The result 
is a balm for all who hear Flanders’s 
simple, yet powerful, words. 

In the context of  a round, the 
poem transform into modern day 
mantras. While entitled The Book of  
Rounds, these pieces include com-
positional elements that go well 
beyond the traditional de nition. 
The album has a mix of  a-cappel-
la singing, exceptional soloists, and 
pieces with piano accompaniment, 
played by Keiji Ishiguri with full-
ness and warmth. Contributing to 
the arc of  the album are a mix of  
styles, ranging from classical to pop, 
and contemporary-choral to folk. 
The variety of  texture and styles 
these forces provide allows an al-
bum of  rounds, which could easily 
become monochromatic, to be dap-

pled with timbre and color. Despite 
the dense texture that many of  the 
pieces build to, Chorus Austin sings 
with remarkable clarity. Ed Boyer 
and Emil Adler (who together pro-
duced and mixed the recording) 
capture the depth of  Chorus Aus-
tin’s sound through a blend of  pop 
recording techniques with the vi-
brant acoustic of  a church, making 
listening with quality speakers or 
headphones a must. This album is 
available through the iTunes store, 
as well as Spotify and Apple Music. 

Richard Carrick
Duluth, Minnesota

Heavenly Home: 
Songs Inspired by Shaker 
Tunes
Georgia State University Singers
Deanna Joseph, conductor
Gothic G-49324 (2019; 59:07)

 
As this Georgia State Univer-

sity Singers’ album title indicates, 
this repertoire consists primarily of  
shaker tunes and arrangements of  
shaker songs and consists entirely 
of  twentieth- and and twenty- rst-
century choral compositions. The 
CD jacket further explains that 
“the texts for this program explore 
the themes of  peace, a parent’s love, 
and awe in God’s creation, conclud-
ing with two motets for Advent and 
Christmas.”

This album is structured in  ve 
parts, each uni ed by beginning 
with an arrangement of  a shaker 
tune by Kevin Siegfried. Siegfried, 
born in 1969, composed this set of  
 ve shaker arrangements, published 

as “Shaker Songs,” in 1997. These 
tunes include “Peace,” “Love is Lit-
tle,” “Heavenly Display,” “Lay me 
Low,” and “Benediction.” At the 
time of  recording, all but one of  
the album’s remaining nine com-
positions were written by living 
composers, including works by Tim 
Brent, Elaine Hagenberg, Rich-
ard Burchard, Paul Mealor, James 
MacMillan, Andrej Maokr, Randall 
Thompson, John Corigliano, and 
Kim André Arnesen.

 The performance of  this rep-
ertoire is, in a word, stunning. Dr. 
Joseph has led the GSU Singers in 
a beautifully balanced and artful 
project that transports the listener 
into a state of  peace—something 
that is much longed for in our cur-
rent day and age. The varied reper-
toire is performed with outstanding 
intonation, and the sense of  artistry 
draws the listener in and leaves you 
excited for the next track.

 Through the selection of  excel-
lent repertoire and the masterful 
performance and recording, Dean-
na Joseph and the Georgia State 
University Singers have given the 
choral world a recording that will 
inspire, encourage, and enlighten 
all listeners. With a total run time 
of  just under an hour, this album is 
certainly one to add to your shelf.

Kevin Dibble
Pottstown, Pennsylvania
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