
Thomas Hart Academy Covid-19 Policy 2021

Thomas Hart Academy relies on the Centers for Disease Control, SC Department of Health and
Environmental Control, SC Department of Social Services specialists, South Carolina
Independent Schools Association, the American Academy of Pediatrics, and other independent
schools throughout our state to gather information regarding Covid-19 control and prevention
within school settings.

This document is one that will be updated as
situations warrant and as information dictates.
Parents, we will rely on you to do all that you can to
help keep our school a safe environment for
everyone.

Important Dates for August 2021

August 3-5 Faculty Work Days
August 5 Registration 10:00 am-2:00 pm
August 9 Back to School Open House 6:00-7:00 pm
August 12 First Day of School- Early Dismissal
August 13 Early Dismissal
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Thomas Hart Academy Learning Models *See Appendix A for details.

Model 1 Face-to-Face Instruction, which includes on-campus learning five days per week for all grades.
This is our primary model and will begin this model in August with in-person instruction for all
students.

Model 2 Modified Distance Learning Plan- Remote classroom access combining live-streaming classes,
Google Classroom, etc. This remote learning plan is available for those students who cannot be
on campus for an extended period of time because of a Covid-19 diagnosis, quarantine,
pre-existing conditions, direct exposure to COVID-19, or other risk factors or extenuating
circumstances. This model will be tailored to meet the needs of the individual student based on
grade level, etc.

Model 3 Full School Closure Remote Learning Plan for grades 2nd-8th grade utilizing daily
live-streaming full class schedules (Google Meet) and Google Classroom. 2K-1st grade will be
provided with at-home learning packets.

2021-2022 Health and Safety Revisions for THA

School administrators will assess the level of community transmission of Covid-19. The higher the level of

community transmission, the more likely that the virus will be introduced into our school from the community,

which could lead to in-school transmission if prevention strategies are not in use. CDC recommends the use of

two measures to determine the level of risk of transmission: total number of new cases per 100,000 persons in

the past 7 days, and percentage of positive during the last 7 days. The two measures will be used to assess the

incidence and spread of Covid-19 in our surrounding communities. The potential threat of Covid-19 will be

monitored weekly. THA will follow three scenarios depending on the threat of community spread. Signs will

be posted on each exterior door to notify which zone of precaution THA will fall under.

GREEN ZONE:

● Minimal threat of community spread within our school.

● Masks will not be required.

YELLOW ZONE:

● Minimal to moderate threat of community spread within our school.

● Masks will be required in communal areas on campus.

RED ZONE:

● Significant community spread within our school and surrounding areas.

● Masks will be worn in communal areas and in cohorts.
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Additional Updates for 2021-2022:

● If applicable, please submit a record of vaccination to be kept in your student’s file.

● Daily health screening:

○ Low community transmission: no screening required.

○ Moderate to high transmission: faculty and students will be screened.

● Fully vaccinated faculty and students will not be required to quarantine if exposed to a

positive case as long as they remain asymptomatic. It is recommended that symptoms

are monitored for 14 days after exposure.

● At home Covid-19 test results will not be accepted. Only tests done at a healthcare

facility will be accepted.

● Masks will not be required to be worn outdoors at any time.

Covid-19 Health and Safety Policies

While we realize that a zero-risk environment is not possible, we will focus on reducing the potential for
community spread of Covid-19:

● We are asking each family to ensure that 1) students who feel sick stay home, and 2) students who have
COVID-like symptoms, or have potentially been exposed, do not attend school. We all must do our
best to keep our campus safe.

● Physical distancing will be encouraged both inside and outside of buildings. Desks will be spaced apart
to allow physical distancing and flex seating/lounge areas have been removed to prevent congregation.

● THA will practice cohorting. The number of students and staff that will be required to quarantine will
be limited by cohorting. This means keeping the same children and staff together and limiting
interaction outside of that group.

● Policy to keep students and employees at home who are symptomatic or who have possibly been
exposed to COVID-19 will be enforced.

● Parents will have access to the front entrance of the main building and visits must be scheduled through
the office.

● We may restrict gathering sizes and occupancy in communal spaces.
● In-person meetings with faculty and staff/parents must be scheduled in advance and will follow safe

practices and physical distancing.

3/10



Covid-19 Positive Case Protocol

● If a student or faculty member tests positive for COVID-19, the school will notify the parents of
the students in that class that a positive test has been reported. If the student has siblings at THA,
a notification will be sent to the parents of students in those classes. Names will not be released.

● The classroom and all areas exposed to a positive Covid-19 case will be thoroughly disinfected
and cleaned prior to opening for student use.

● When a student or staff member tests positive for Covid-19 or has a direct exposure, the
following protocol will be followed.
● Positive Case in a Household (not the student): If a student lives with a

person that has tested positive, that student must isolate for the required isolation

period of the positive case (family member who has tested positive) AND also an

additional 10 days of quarantine which results in a total of 20 days off campus for that

student. (10 isolation days plus 10 quarantine days)

● Student has Close Contact Exposure: If a student has had direct exposure (close

contact- i.e. within their cohort or outside of school) to a positive case, that student

must quarantine for 10 days beginning the day after exposure.   For example, if a

student has been exposed on January 1st, the student would begin quarantine on

January 2nd, and would be able to return to school on January 12th.

● Student Tests Positive: (Symptomatic or Asymptomatic) The covid-positive

student must stay home 10 days from date of diagnosis (and at least 48 hours since

recovery).  For example, if a parent received confirmation of a positive test for his or

her child on January 1st, the student would begin isolation on January 2nd and return

to school on January 12th as long as he or she has been symptom free for 48 hours.

The class and/or cohort of the positive student will also remain off campus for 10 days

after the date of exposure.

*COVID-19 protocols apply to all employees, students, parents, or visitors to our campus. This
protocol is based on CDC guidelines revised December 2020.

**Symptoms include:  Any one (1) of the following: fever  or  shortness of breath or difficulty
breathing or  loss of taste or smell  or new or worsening cough.     Any two (2) of the following:
sore throat,  muscle or body aches,  chills, fatigue, headache,  congestion or runny nose,
diarrhea,  nausea or vomiting.
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Cleaning and Sanitation Protocol

● Daily cleaning and sanitation:

○ Each afternoon a thorough cleaning and sanitizing of every classroom, restroom,

and gathering space on campus will occur following CDC guidelines and using

products for disinfection.

○ During the school day, teachers will clean high-touch areas – sink, door, handrails,

light switches, countertops, desks, tables, and other surfaces, etc.

○ Teachers will schedule times to wash hands, sanitize desks/tables and disinfect

high touch areas on the playground after recess use.

○ THA will provide disinfecting wipes or solutions in each classroom for teacher and

student use throughout the school day.

● We will thoroughly clean and disinfect our school prior to our start date and throughout

the school year.

● Fabric seating/bean bags have been removed.

● Mounted, touch-free hand sanitizing stations are at the entrance of every classroom.
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Campus Adjustments

● Signage and student training on campus consists of:

○ Proper Hand Washing Procedures
○ Directional flow to enforce physical distancing
○ Entrance/Exit of buildings
○ Visual markers to identify proper physical distancing
○ Proper use of face coverings

● Classrooms and traffic patterns are configured to promote physical distancing.

● We understand the necessity of outside and unstructured free time, which is essential to the

growth and development of all students. Masks are not required during recess. This is a “mask

vacation” time.

● Communal classroom materials are limited and manipulatives are sanitized daily.

● Non-essential visitors will have limited access to campus.

● Carpool will operate in a controlled flow. Please understand that our new procedure will take a

bit longer. Plan accordingly. If your child displays symptoms of any type of illness, your child

may be health screened during morning drop off or anytime throughout the school day.

○ Morning Drop off:

■ Gym (Grades 5-8)

■ Elementary Side of Main Building (grades 1-4)

■ Kindergarten Side of Main Building (2K-5K) 2K students may be walked by a

parent to the exterior (playground) door of their classroom to be dropped off.

■ After School Pick Up: Please pick up your child at designated pick-up locations.

Information forthcoming.
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Virtual Learning Protocol

COVID-19 has been a disruptor for communities across the globe especially in education. In the
immediate response to COVID-19 in March of 2020, our school responded with an emergency pivot.
We were able to offer a semi-virtual emergency online program during the final part of the 2019–2020
academic year. This sudden pivot led THA to create a more comprehensive live-streaming/virtual
education contingency plan for the 2020-2021 school year.

This blend of delivery, both remote and face-to-face instruction, has been a successful, yet temporary
solution for the current and ongoing pandemic. Our teachers provide exceptional education for our
in-person students and virtual learners. This virtual/in-person blend of delivering instruction was
created strictly for Covid emergency cases only. We are unable to provide virtual/live-streaming
instruction outside of Covid-related absence/contagious illness/fever.

It is our firm belief that face-to-face instruction far outweighs a virtual education, and therefore we will
ask that you adhere to the following virtual option protocol:

● Live-streaming virtual classes will only be available for Covid-related absences/quarantine or
fever/contagious illnesses.  Covid-related absences do not count toward a student’s attendance
record. All other absences will be counted as an unexcused absence.

● To allow for teacher preparation time, there will be a one full school day window between the
time a student is on campus and their first live-stream virtual class.  (Students that are sent
home due to fever during morning drop-off will check online for assignments, but will not
live-stream classes that day.)

● Drop-in virtual students can be very disruptive in a classroom setting.   If your child is ill,
please allow him or her to rest and return to school when he or she is feeling better.  Please do
not plan to live-stream for a one or a two-day illness/absence. If your child has the flu or an
illness that requires more than two days off campus and you wish to begin virtual classes, a
parent or guardian must notify the office that he or she will be absent for over two days and
he/she will begin virtual instruction after one full school day since he or she was on campus.
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Virtual Learning Guidelines for Students

● We ask all virtual learners to adhere to the following virtual learning guidelines:

1.  Students should set up a virtual learning area and find a quiet space to attend
live classes.

2.  The computer mic should be on, but mute when not talking to avoid feedback.

3.  Students should keep the computer camera on at all times, unless instructed
otherwise.

4.  Students should be fully dressed and in a quiet, public space.  Lounging on the
bed or couch is not acceptable during live instruction.

5.  Students should be prepared to engage in the lesson and should not log on and
off or leave the room during class.

6. Students should pay attention to the instructor during class and should not be
involved in non-school related activities or conversations.

7. When the camera is on, students should avoid distracting movements or actions
in the camera.  Also, students should avoid bringing a pet or other objects into the
camera view.

8. Please check for adequate lighting and ensure that students are visible on the
camera.

9. Students should consider placing a “live” sign on the door so that family
members know students are actively engaged in class.

10.  If a virtual learner does not plan on logging into class, a parent must call the
school office by 8am to inform the school that the student will be absent for that
day.
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Appendix A:  Three Learning Models

Model 1:  Face-to-Face Instruction
● All students on campus five days a week with face-to-face

instruction.

Model 2: Modified Distance Learning Plan
● Our Model 2 Plan provides flexibility for allowing students to

continue learning while at home for a temporary, yet extended
period of time. Model 2 is for students who must be off campus
but are not ill (for example, someone in their family is
diagnosed but student is asymptomatic)
○ OR for students who are in quarantine due to a diagnosed

family member or direct exposure,
○ OR for students whose families have decided to keep them at home due to a

compromised immune system/medically fragile/at risk health condition of a member
of the household, etc.

○ OR students who have been diagnosed and are well enough to continue remote
learning,

○ OR if a class must be quarantined due to a classmate diagnosis.
● Model 2 Modified Distance Learning will allow students to access instruction, classwork,

and homework until they are able to return to campus safely. Students in grades 2-8 will
utilize Google Meet for core classes daily in real-time with on-campus classmates.
(Math, ELA, Science and Social Studies) Students in grades 2K-1st grade will be given
at-home learning packets. Once these students are identified, teachers of Modified
Distance Learners will contact parents to provide specific details.

● Model 2  Modified Distance Learning Plan  may be a combination of  asynchronous and
synchronous interaction:
○ Asynchronous interactions are interactions between individuals that are not real time

or “live” and are common during a typical flexible learning day.
■ Examples include video posts, assigned texts and answering questions,

recorded teacher videos, or read-aloud, responding to a peer’s thoughts via
Google Classroom, peer critiques, and email.

○ Synchronous interactions are real time/live interactions.
■ Examples include chat features, Google Docs where participants get to see

live edits, large group or small virtual meetings using platforms and personal
phone calls.
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Model 3:  Full School Closure Remote Learning Plan

● Thomas Hart Academy is considered a certified DSS child care facility for grades 2K-1st.
In the event of a government-mandated school closure in which childcare facilities are
deemed essential operations, THA will offer on-campus instruction for students in grades
2K-1st grade.

● In the event of significant in-school exposure/ or a significant increase in positive cases,
school administrators may make the decision to transition to an off-campus Complete
Remote Learning Plan for all grade levels, 2K-8th grade. In this scenario, the THA
campus will be closed to all students. Grades 2K-8th will transition to full remote
learning.

● Remote learning plans include: Upper elementary and middle school classes will meet
regularly via Google Meet, class expectations will be communicated and adjusted for
virtual learning, and students will follow a modified schedule that will mirror a regular
school day’s schedule, including all special area class offerings.

● Grades 5-8 will participate in a live-streamed class schedule with each subject/teacher.
(Class time will be shortened to allow for homework time/lunch/breaks, etc.) Each
teacher will communicate virtual office hours for conferencing and tutoring.

● Virtual class expectations and protocol will be clearly communicated by each teacher.
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