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SOMOS Foundation is a registered Costa Rican non-governmental
organization supporting the creation, development and sustainable
operations of community development programs, social enterprise and
public-private partnerships along the Central and South Pacific coast.
Examples include the Costa Ballena Lifeguards, SafeBeach Patrols and
the Ojos en la Calle reporting platform, the Stanford Environmental
Language and Leadership Program (SELAL), SOMOS Disaster Relief
Initiative and numerous animal and environmental rescue projects
such as Bahía Ballena Libre de Plástico,  children's, environmental
education classes, and urban reforestation.

 
 
Created in 2020, the SOMOS 1% Pledge Program encourages
philanthropic giving by local businesses (1% Partners) and their
clients (donors), creating a culture of appreciation and support for
non-profit efforts in their area. To facilitate this effort, SOMOS
provides a customized online tax-deductible donation webpage for
each 1% partner, which they share with guests and clients,
encouraging them to participate. Also referred to as Corporate Social
Responsibility and ‘Traveler’s Philanthropy’, 1% Pledge funds received
by SOMOS are distributed to non-for-profit programs in the form of
grants, professional services and consultation. Partners currently
enrolled in the 1% program are Cuna del Ángel, Kura Boutique Hotel,
Oxygen Jungle Villas and Bodhi Surf & Yoga.

 
 1% PLEDGE
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SafeBeach Patrols ensure the security and well-being of residents and
visitors by providing crime prevention, basic water rescue and first
response activity for visitors to Uvita Beach, Marino Ballena National
Park (PNMB) commonly referred to as the ‘Whales Tail’. Led by the
Uvita Integral Development Association (ADIU) for over four years,
SafeBeach relies on financial contributions from 23 local businesses,
SOMOS and residents of the coastal communities of Bahía and Uvita.

CITIZEN SECURITY

From the period January 1 to March 20, 2020, SafeBeach Patrols
recorded 303 preventions and zero crimes in the Whales Tail sector
during Patrol hours. The majority of preventions consisted of
neglected bags and private possessions left on the beach and in cars.
Patrollers also recovered personal documents and collaborated with
MINAE, SINAC and the Fuerza Publica (Police) in the arrest of
suspicious individuals operating between the Whale’s Tail and Morete
River, the most problematic sector of PNMB. SafeBeach Patrols were
temporarily suspended March 20, due to COVID-19 national emergency
measures and will resume when the park re-opens.
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CITIZEN SECURITY

The Lifeguards of Costa Ballena reported 1,398 preventions, 8 medical
assistances for cuts and bruises, 10 ray stings and 7 in-water rescues
between December 15 and March 15 on Playa Dominical and Hermosa
including two incidents carried out in collaboration with the Tourist
Police of Dominical. In addition to providing this essential service for
residents and visitors, the Lifeguard's presence results in a significant
reduction of crime in and around the outlook towers and patrol areas.
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ENVIRONMENT

Initial work has begun on four projects in receipt of SOMOS Catalyst
Grants including environmental education, citizen science, coral
reforestation and inland aquatic ecosystems monitoring in the Paso de
la Data Biological Corridor. In addition to providing financial support,
SOMOS has been facilitating alliances with the private sector and
coordinating volunteers and training to further support these efforts.

 
 

Geoporter Costa Rica ASANA

Costa Rica Coral Restoration Reserva Playa Tortuga
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EDUCATION

The Stanford Leadership and Environmental Language (SELAL) project
connects entrepreneurial training, ecological awareness,
environmental conservation and leadership for at-risk youth in the
communities of Bahía Ballena and Puerto Jiménez. With an emphasis
on conversational English, the program promotes sustainable local
development by improving communication skills, teamwork and the
capacity to plan projects in ecotourism. Over 200 students have
graduated from SELAL since the program´s start in Bahía Ballena.
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DISASTER RELIEF & HUMAN WELFARE

Due to COVID-19 and emergency measures, the hospitality and
tourism economy of the region has been mostly paralyzed causing
many households to struggle in providing food for their families. In
response, SOMOS, community leaders and the Uvita Integral
Development Association (ADI) have developed and implemented a
cohesive emergency assistance program to deliver essential food and
supplies to those most affected.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over 219 ‘family’ packages have been delivered to date following
strict safety protocols. Similar to prior disaster relief efforts, SOMOS
both funds and coordinates donations for this effort and supports
collaboration with other local response efforts and public institutions
including the Family Support Centre of Ojochal (FSCO), Mama
Toucan’s, the Municipality of Osa, EBAIS of Uvita, MEP, and IMAS in
order not to duplicate efforts and provide targeted, appropriate aid.
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DISASTER RELIEF & HUMAN WELFARE

A positive side effect of this effort has been strengthened alliances
amongst the private sector, public institutions and community
members of Costa Ballena. Many locals have donated non-perishable
foods, cleaning supplies and volunteer services and SOMOS is
documenting and sharing these efforts to better execute and prepare
for ongoing efforts.
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Summary

I Term 2020 Resources allocated
$ 50 230

Environment
31.7%

Education
31.5%Disaster Relief

18.1%

SOMOS Operation
8.8%

Citizen security
5.6%

Community Development
4.4%



Summary

Disaster Relief
39.8%

Stanford grant
29.7%

General Donations
22.2%

1% Pledge
5.6%

Citizen security
2.7%

I Term 2020 donations received 
$50 544
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With your help, we are making the Costa Ballena region cleaner, safer
and a better place to learn, live, laugh and work. On behalf of the
SOMOS team and our amazing partners, we thank you for your support,
collaboration and trust and hope you will continue to support us in
this essential work.
 
For more information about SOMOS our many programs and partners,
please visit www.somos.cr and please consider becoming a member of
the 1% Pledge Program. Together we make the difference.

Summary
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