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Year 2– Autumn 1- Science                            Strand: Physics (Seasonal Changes) 

 

Vocabulary 
  

Spring The season in between winter and summer 
when the temperatures begins to warm 
and there is new life (animals and plants). 

Summer  The season between spring and autumn 
where it gets warmer and the days are 
longer. 

Autumn Autumn is the season in between summer 
and winter where the weather becomes 
cooler and leaves fal from the trees. 

Winter The season in between autumn and spring 
where the temperature is much colder and 
the trees are bare. 

Day length The amount of time where there is day-
light. 

Daylight The natural light from the sun before it gets 
dark. 

Deciduous A tree that loses its leaves in autumn every 
year. 

Freeze When the temperature falls below 0 de-
grees. 

Equator An imaginary line around the earth splitting 
it into two sections. 

Tempera-
ture 

A measure of how hot or cold something 
is. 

Weather What the air and sky is like outside, such 
as cold, sunny, rainy. 

Hibernate Animals that hibernate spend winter in  a 
state like a deep sleep. 

Fog A thick cloud of water droplets which ob-
structs vision. 

Axis The imaginary line in which the earth 
spins. 

Hemi-
sphere 

Half of the earth (Northern Hemisphere 
and Southern Hemisphere) 

The 4 seasons 

 

What should I already 

know? 

 The months of the year (January, 

February, March, April, May, 
June, July, August, September, 
October, November and Decem-
ber). 

 There are four seasons (spring, 

summer, autumn and winter. 

 

Key Learning 

I can observe changes across the 

four seasons. 

I can observe and describe weather 

associated with the seasons and 

how day length varies.. 



Weather Patterns 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Why do seasons occur? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So why do we have seasons? 
The earth is tilted on an axis of 25.3 degrees and it orbits (travels) around 
the sun. When the section of earth is pointing towards the sun, it is sum-
mer. When it is pointing away from the sun, it is winter.  

Investigate and explore! 

 Go on a walk and observe the seasonal chang-
es in autumn.  

 Measure the rainfall across a week, using a 
container to catch the water. 

 Research animals that hibernate during the 
winter. 

 Record a diary which shows what time it gets 
dark. 

 Make a collage all about your favourite season. 



Quiz Questions: 

 

1. In what season do leaves begin to fall from trees? 
A. Spring 
B. Autumn 
C. Winter 
 
2. In winter, the days are... 
A. Shorter 
B. Longer 
 
3. In which season do plants begin to grow? 
A. Winter  
B. Autumn 
C. Spring 
 
4. In summer in the UK, we are pointing away from the sun. 
A. True 
B. False 
 
5. Summer is at the same time for every country. 
A. True 
B. False 
 


