
Autumn 1 Reception Newsletter 

Personal and Social Skills 
We will be learning how to: 

Make friends  
Develop the confidence to try 

new things 
Talk about our interests with 

confidence 

Communication and Language 
We will be developing our 
listening skills with carpet 

sessions involving story time, 
maths and phonics. 

We will be learning how to 
express our opinions and 
interests during free play 

Independent Skills 
We will learn how to: 

Settle into the new school 
routine 

Get dressed into wellies and wet 
suits independently.  
Make new friends! 

Literacy  
We will be: 

Reading new stories. 
Talking about our favourite 

stories 
Beginning phonics 

Story scribing and acting out 
our creations. 

Key Texts 
 

When a Dragon Goes 
to School 
Julian is.a Mermaid 
Frida and her Animalitos 
 
 

 

What Makes Me Sparkle? 
A child led enquiry into who we are, what makes us unique, where 

we come from, how to be a good friend and what makes us 
sparkle! 

 

Makaton 
We will be learning Makaton 
signs every week. These will 

relate to our big question. The 
key words are:  

 
Me, you, friends, family, home, 

school. 

Key Vocabulary  
Me 
You 

Friends 
Family  
Home 
School  

Interests  
Hobbies 

Individual 
Similarities and Differences 

Expressive Art and Design 
We will create a colourful self-

portrait based on the art of 
Frida Kahlo. 

 
We will be exploring curiosity 
boxes each week that will 
belong to different 
characters. We will 
talk about having 
different interests 
but respecting our differences. 

Understanding the World 
Following the whole school 

ethos statement ‘we have roots’ 
we will be paying attention to 

seasonal change in our 
environment– especially the 
trees and plants. We will be 

creating lots of natural art and 
will be playing outside in all 

weathers and discussing what 
we see and feel. 

Mathematics 
We are following the Maths 
Mastery approach where we 
study number and shape in 

great detail at a slow pace. We 
are starting with number 1. This 

will cover money, shape, 
number and pattern. We 

prioritise problem solving and 
reasoning from the get go! 

 


