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Welcome & Introduction

• The new KS2 SATs system, including understanding 

scaled scores, and changes for this year. 

• What SATs tests look like.

• How we aim to prepare children.

• Writing expectations (inc. Y6 after SATs)

• How parents can support and how we can support 

parents.



The new SATs system

*Significant changes to SATs took place in 2016.

*‘Old’ national curriculum levels (e.g. Level 3, 4, 5) have now 

been abolished, as set out in the government guidelines.

*With the removal of  levels, children are no longer to be given a 

level at the end of  Y6. Children receive a scaled score instead



Scaled Scores

*The idea is that scaled scores maintain their meaning over 

time so that two pupils achieving the same scaled score on two 

different tests will have demonstrated the same attainment..

*A scale of  100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.

Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a 

score on the scale, either at, above or below 100. The range is 

from 80 - 120.

A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of  100+) 

will be judged to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in 

the areas assessed by the tests.



Higher attaining pupils

Previous Key Stage 2 tests were aimed at children achieving 

Levels 3-5 (with a national expectation to reach at least Level 4)

In the past, additional Level 6 tests were produced for children 

who demonstrated higher than expected attainment, above 

Level 5.

Now, there aren’t any separate tests for the most able children.

Instead, each test will have scope for higher attaining pupils to 

show their strengths – their scaled scores have the potential to 

reach 120, with 110+ representing ‘greater depth’.



Year 6 SATs 2020

On the week of  11th May 2020, Year 6 pupils will sit the 

following tests: 

• Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling Test

• Reading Test

• Mathematics Tests

This year, as in the last year, the government have 

swapped SPaG and Reading around.



Year 6 SATs 2020

Monday 11th 

May

Tuesday 12th 

May

Wednesday 14th 

May

Thursday 15th 

May

Friday 16th May

English –

Grammar, 

punctuation 

paper 1

Spelling test –

paper 2

English -

Reading Test

Maths Paper 1 –

Arithmetic

Maths Paper 2 –

Reasoning

Maths Paper 3 -

Reasoning

No tests!!

Treat Day!



Details

Spelling (approximately 15 minutes)

Punctuation, Vocabulary and Grammar (45 minutes)

Reading (60 minutes)

Mathematics - Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes)

- Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes)

- Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes)

In addition, some schools will be required to take part in Science testing, 

consisting of  three tests in Biology, Physics and Chemistry. Not all schools 

will take part in this sampling, which takes place on a later date.

All tests are externally marked.



Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 

Vocabulary.

• A Spelling test is administered containing 20 words, 

lasting approximately 15 minutes.

• A separate test is given on Punctuation, Vocabulary and 

Grammar

• This test lasts for 45 minutes and requires short answer 

questions, including some multiple choice.

• Marks for these two tests are added together to give a 

total for Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar.



Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 

Vocabulary.    Example.

• Spellings:



Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 

Vocabulary.    Example.

• Spellings:



Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 

Vocabulary.    Example.

• Spellings:



Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 

Vocabulary.    Example.



Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 

Vocabulary.  Example.



Spelling, Grammar, Punctuation and 

Vocabulary.  Example.



Reading

• The Reading Test consists of  a single test paper with three 

unrelated reading texts.

• Children are given 60 minutes in total, which includes reading 

the texts and answering the questions.

• A total of  50 marks are available.

• Questions are designed to assess the comprehension and 

understanding of  a child’s reading.



Reading questions

*Ranking/ordering, e.g. ‘Number the events below to show the 

order in which they happen in the story’ 

*Labelling, e.g. ‘Label the text to show the title of  the story’ 

*Find and copy, e.g. ‘Find and copy one word that suggests what the 

weather is like in the story’ 

*Short constructed response, e.g. ‘What does the bear eat?’ 

*Open-ended response, e.g. ‘Look at the sentence that begins ‘Once 

upon a time. How does the writer increase the tension throughout 

this paragraph? Explain fully, referring to the text in your answer.’



Reading.  Example.



Reading.  Example.



Reading.  Example.



Reading.  Example.



Mathematics 

Children sit three tests: Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3.

Paper 1 is for ‘Arithmetic’ lasting for 30 minutes, covering calculation 

methods for all operations, including use of  fractions, percentages 

and decimals.

Questions gradually increase in difficulty and there are 36 questions; this 

means children need to be solving more than 1 per minute.



Mathematics 

Papers 2 and 3 cover ‘Problem Solving and Reasoning’, each lasting for 

40 minutes.

Pupils will still require calculation skills but will need to answer 

questions in context and decide what is required to find a solution.



Arithmetic Test 

• Mental mathematics test removed.

• Arithmetic test introduced to assess basic mathematical calculations. 

• No contextualised questions.

• 36 questions, 40 marks available, 30 minutes duration.

• Questions will cover:

* straightforward addition and subtraction

*more complex calculations with fractions

*long divisions and long multiplications. 



Arithmetic Test  - example



Reasoning Test  - examples



Reasoning Test  - examples



Science Tests

Not all children in Year 6 will take Science SATs. However, a number of  

schools will be required to take part in Science Sampling; a test 

administered to a selected sample of  children thought to be 

representative of  the population as a whole. 

For those who are selected, there will be three papers:

* Biology- 25 minutes, 22 marks.

*Chemistry- 25 minutes, 22 marks

*Physics- 25 minutes, 22 marks 



Writing 

*No longer an externally assessed writing test for the children to 

sit. 

*All writing is assessed through teacher assessment- evidence 

from throughout the year. 

*Evidence gained from all books.

*Moderators will come into school to scrutinise teacher 

assessment judgements. 



Writing 

*All teachers in Y6 will be moderating writing against 

the interim standards. 

*Exceptionally high standards for: 

- Handwriting

- Spelling

- Grammar & punctuation. 



Writing 

• The children will be assessed as either ‘working 

towards the expected standard’, ‘working at the 

expected standard’ or ‘working at greater depth’.

• For children to be working at expected standard or 

above, they must consistently demonstrate ALL these 

features, ALL of  the time:



Writing – Expected standard. 



Booster Groups

Your child may be/will have been invited to a booster 

group for Maths or English. 

Most take place after school – usually on Mondays and 

Fridays, but sometimes we will catch the children for 15 

minutes here and there.



Results day

Results are given mid-July. 

Your child will be told their results with their class 

teacher and these will also be given to parents.



How can you support at home 

(during SATs week)?

• Please ensure that your child is in school every day during SATs 

week.

• Ensure that they are in school on time and as happy as can be 

hoped.

• Make sure they get enough sleep!

• Please don’t book anything during this week e.g. doctor’s 

appointments, holidays etc.

• If  your child is ill, let us know asap.



How can you support at home 

(generally)?

* Encourage healthy learning habits e.g: independent learning, 
support in completion of  homework, if  ‘revising’ little & often 
is more productive, regular sleep, water, diet & exercise

*Ensure all homework is completed carefully – incomplete 
homework still gets completed in school.

*Read, read and read again with your child (including 
developing vocabulary) 

*Use of  revision books or websites. 



Revision books 



Websites to support
www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2

www.compare4kids.co.uk/maths.php

www.cgpbooks.co.uk

www.theschoolrun.com/ks2/key-stage-2-sats

www.bgfl.org

http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive

www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk

www.crickweb.co.uk

www.topmarks.co.uk

www. tesspag.com

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks2
http://www.compare4kids.co.uk/maths.php
http://www.cgpbooks.co.uk/
http://www.theschoolrun.com/ks2/key-stage-2-sats
http://www.bgfl.org/
http://resources.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive
http://www.mathsmadeeasy.co.uk/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/
http://www.topmarks.co.uk/

