Friday 10th September 2021

Newsletter
What a wonderful start to the new school year, school is once again full of the happy faces, curious minds
and wonder that we have missed over the summer. There is a buzz around school of enthusiasm, joy and
hope for a great year ahead.
This year brings many new faces in school, both staff and children; it has been a joy to see the warm
welcome they have been shown, and we hope that they already feel loved by their Manston St James
family.
The children all attended a blessing service in church today; they were reminded of God’s goodness and
the good in their lives. What a special way to end our first week back!
This week we had an RE day focusing on belonging, which allowed us to explore what this means and
think about how we all belong to the Manston St James family. The gorgeous book ‘You Belong Here’ was
shared and the children each had the chance to design a belonging stone; these now have pride of place
in our prayer garden.
As always we thank you for your support with getting the morning and end of day routines right, our
ultimate aim is to ensure children are collected safely. We know this can take patience at busy times and
really appreciate your help with this. Please continue to let us know what is working and what isn’t and
whilst we are constrained by the grounds and access we always endeavor to create the best solution for
the pupils.
We hope you have a wonderful weekend and look forward to seeing you in school next week.

Attendance

Well done

to the following 4 classes with the best attendance for week 06.09.21—10.09.21

2B—100%

4W—100%

4W—100%

1J & 5G—98.7%

This Week

As part of RE day Year 2 designed a pebble
to represent how we belong to MSJ.
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Coronavirus Information
In response to the outbreak of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) we ask all staff, students, visitors and
contractors to self-screen before entering the building to help lesson the spread of the virus.
DO NOT ENTER IF:
1) You have signs of a fever or high temperature (above 38C)
2) You have a persistent cough or respiratory problems
3) You have loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell
4) You have had contact with any possible source of the virus
If you have met any of the above criteria you should return home and contact 111 for advice.
IF YOU’RE SAFE TO ENTER PLEASE FOLLOW THE GUIDANCE BELOW:
1) Maintain social distancing whilst on site (2 metres)
2) Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water or alcohol based hand sanitiser
3) Avoid touching your face with your hands
4) If you need to cough or sneeze, do so into a tissue and bin it after using
All adults must wear a mask whilst on the school premises. Please do not wait in the playground; waiting
in the playground is only for childminders who have special arrangements.

HELP STOP THE SPREAD AND KEEP EVERYONE SAFE
PTFA
A warm welcome back to all our members whom we are very much looking forward
to meeting as the term progresses. We can't wait to organise some great
activities for all our children to be involved with. Hopefully we can get the whole
school community involved too as we return carefully to larger gatherings.
Welcome to all our new members who have joined our school this term. Please

Annual General Meeting - 19th October 2021
We are hoping to hold the AGM face to face this year. More updates to follow but
this meeting is open to all parents and carers as we are all members.
Christmas Fair - Friday 3rd December
We are very excited that face to face events can resume, subject to winter COVID19 restrictions. If you would like to get involved with planning the Christmas fair
please email us at fomsjames@gmail.com
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St James the Great, Manston – The Parish Church for Manston & Cross Gates
It’s been lovely to see and hear our children making their way to school once again, to have said hello to
some of you on your way to and fro, and to have had the opportunity to welcome some of our very
newest members – children and parents! It is always important to let our children, and their families too,
know that as members of St James’ School you are also a part of the extended family of St James’ Church.
We have enjoyed our first Services of Welcome and Blessing for Years 1-6 this week, and shall be having
a further Service for our new Reception children next week.
Whilst I have been a little preoccupied in recent weeks packing boxes and clearing out, ready for my own
moving on – as my days as Vicar of St James Manston are now numbered - we have as a Church
continued to roll out and reinstate much of what we have traditionally done at St James’ over the
summer months.
Our New Sunday Service Times and Schedule of Services at St James’, from September onwards are as
follows:1st SUNDAY OF THE MONTH:8.30am - Eucharist – said : 9.45am - Eucharist - with Hymns (CD or Organ)
11.15am for 11.30am – ‘All Age’ Worship (beginning with refreshments)
N.B. the first All-Age will be on October 3rd – for Harvest Thanksgiving
2nd SUNDAY OF THE MONTH:8.30am - Eucharist – said : 9.45am - Eucharist - with Hymns / Songs
3rd SUNDAY OF THE MONTH:8.30am - Eucharist – said : 9.45am - Eucharist - with Hymns (CD or Organ)
4th SUNDAY OF THE MONTH:8.30am - Eucharist – said : 9.45am - Eucharist - with Hymns (CD or Organ)
11.45am – Service of Baptism (as required)
5th SUNDAY OF THE MONTH:9.45am - EUCHARIST for ALL - with Hymns / Songs
& Bring & Share - ‘Brunch / Lunch’
In addition, on Wednesdays 1st Weds of the month there will be a 9.15am Eucharist, and on subsequent
weeks a Service of Morning Prayer. ‘Teddy Praise’ will recommence on Wednesday 22nd Sept at 2.15pm –
a short, informal time of story, song, prayer and activity for pre-schoolers and parents / carers – 2nd and
4th Weds of month in term time.
In terms of our more general systems and protocols we continue to provide a choice of areas to sit in
with seating on one side of the church allowing for those who still prefer to keep more socially distanced.
We also encourage the wearing of face masks by those who are able to wear them, during our worship
and interaction with others. There is now more opportunity for ‘movement’ during our worship in terms
of some of our previous traditions / practices re: sitting and standing for parts of the service, and during a
Communion Service those attending are invited to follow a one-way system to come forward and
receive Communion (bread only) if you so wish, and to return to your seats via the side aisles to keep a
one way system during communion –an expression of our desire to keep others safe and to care for one
another.
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We have begun to offer some simple refreshments after our Sunday Services for those who would like to
stay and partake. We also continue to oversee and in some cases ‘cap’ numbers when it comes to other
types of services which may be expecting particularly large numbers – i.e. some funerals and weddings –
to ensure everyone’s safety. We will continue to provide sanitiser and ask people to use it on entry to the
church, and also to clean the seats / touched areas of our church as we have been doing.
Keep an eye out on social media for changing messages….
It is great to see people wanting and willing to return to some of the weekly / monthly tasks and duties
which they previously undertook. Each of these ‘works of ministry’ enables the life of the Church to be
better sustained, to more effectively and generously offer a welcome to others, and to begin to flourish
once again.
My final Sunday at St James is Sunday 19th September, but the Church Family will continue to be there
Sunday by Sunday, as well as to be active through the week too, and would love to welcome you any
time you would like to come along!
Love & Prayers – Rev’d Carolyn

Christian Values—Respect
Jesus teaches us,
"Do for others just what you want them to do for you.” Luke 6:31.
Here Jesus is telling how we should behave with anyone, not just believers.
The instruction is unconditional: it is simply the right way to live.

We show respect at Manston St James Primary School by:


Being sincere



Showing gratitude



Doing what we say we will do



Being a good listener



Learning about other peoples’ perspectives



Taking care of ourselves and treating ourselves

well
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Notices
E-Scooters—Please note that these types of scooters are not allowed on school premises. If your child
does come to school on an E-Scooter please expect a call home and a request to collect it immediately.
PE Days (children to come to school in full PE kit)
Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Year 1

Year 4
Year 5—Leeds
United

Year 2

5G Swimming
Year 6

5C Swimming
Year 6
Year 3

Year 5 will be swimming for the Autumn term - letter to follow with timings and information for parents
Year 4 will be swimming in the Spring and Summer terms

PE Hoodies—we still have an number of PE hoodies awaiting collection. Please visit the school office to
collect yours.
Safety—can we please ask that you do not drive onto the path outside school. This is very dangerous for
our pupils, parents and local community. There is lots of parking a short walk away from school which
would be much safer for you to use.

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 19th October—PTFA AGM (more information to follow)
Friday 22nd October—Break up (half term 1 week)
Monday 1st November—School re-opens (doors open 08.40am—08.50am)
Friday 3rd December—Christmas Fair (more information to follow)
Friday 17th December—School closes (Christmas holidays 2 weeks)

Safety
We take safety very seriously at our school. If you have any concerns or observations regarding health
and safety please contact: Mrs Owen or Mrs Cockerham.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth or Mrs
Blackmore
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