Thursday 16th July 2021

Newsletter
The end of a school year is always very emotional. It’s a time to reflect on all that we have achieved and
to say farewell to those we love and have nurtured. For our year 6 children this is even more heartfelt as
we ‘hand them over’ to their secondary school, ready for the next stage on their journey.
It is upsetting that, for the second consecutive year, some of our year six children will be missing out on
important ‘end of primary school’ events. Whilst navigating the pandemic has resulted in many last
minute disappointments, cancellations and postponements, this has not made closing a Year 6 bubble in
the penultimate week of term any easier.
On Monday, we will see the complete removal of many restrictions across England. However, yesterday,
almost 50,000 new cases of COVID-19 were recorded in the UK. I wrote to you earlier this week to
explain that, in an attempt to protect all members of our school community, all existing procedures will
remain in place in school up to and including Friday 23rd July in school. Please could I ask that you
remain cautious in your personal lives too, the virus is still present within our community and we all want
to enjoy a happy and healthy summer break. We have spent the past few weeks juggling bubble closures
and end of term plans, in an attempt to ensure no class missed out. Unfortunately, we have no time left;
any further positive cases of COVID-19 will result in pupils missing out on end of term events.
Please remember that, if your child develops Covid-19 symptoms you must keep them at home and book
a PCR test. The guidance on positive test results remains unchanged - anyone testing positive for
Covid-19 must self-isolate for 10 days.
I hope you enjoy a safe, sunny weekend.
With thanks for your continued support.
Ashleigh Dunn
Headteacher

Attendance

Well done

to the following 3 classes with the best attendance for week 12.07.21—16.07.21

6S—97.9%

6W—97.3%

5GO—94.9%
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Coronavirus Information
In response to the outbreak of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) we ask all staff, students, visitors and
contractors to self-screen before entering the building to help lesson the spread of the virus.
DO NOT ENTER IF:
1) You have signs of a fever or high temperature (above 38C)
2) You have a persistent cough or respiratory problems
3) You have loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell
4) You have had contact with any possible source of the virus
If you have met any of the above criteria you should return home and contact 111 for advice.
IF YOU’RE SAFE TO ENTER PLEASE FOLLOW THE GUIDANCE BELOW:
1) Maintain social distancing whilst on site (2 metres)
2) Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water or alcohol based hand sanitiser
3) Avoid touching your face with your hands
4) If you need to cough or sneeze, do so into a tissue and bin it after using
All adults must wear a mask whilst on the school premises. Please do not wait in the playground; waiting
in the playground is only for childminders who have special arrangements.

HELP STOP THE SPREAD AND KEEP EVERYONE SAFE
PTFA

Tea-towels - (collection details)
Thank you to everyone who ordered a school tea-towel. These have now arrived with the PTFA
Committee and they will be sorting and labelling them over the weekend.
TUESDAY 20th - WEDNESDAY 21st - THURSDAY 22nd - we will have a stall in the small playground for
you to collect your orders.
Please come prepared with your order payment confirmation and class as reference. We can then serve
you as quickly as possible.
To help keep us safe please continue to socially distance whilst we are serving you and wear a face
mask.
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St James the Great, Manston – The Parish Church for Manston & Cross Gates
NEWS FROM ST JAMES’ CHURCH & THE VICARAGE
Our Church remains OPEN… for Sunday Services and for Private Prayer during the week, and we
continue to abide by the necessary guidelines at this time – social-distancing, mask-wearing, booking in
(details have been made available in previous mailings). This system has worked, and continues to work,
well and whilst we all long for the day when it is not necessary, we also know that it has been an
important way of keeping everyone safe. We have not in fact needed to tell anyone there is ‘no room at
the inn’ which we are very pleased about. We shall, in the weeks ahead be thinking carefully still about
how we continue to make people who choose to come to church feel safe and comfortable even as some
of these restrictions are eased.
In the meantime plans are underway for a very special service this weekend when a group of our Year 6
children will be Confirmed alongside some whose special day for them last year was sadly postponed!
Again because of the present restrictions we have had to ask candidates to each invite a small number of
guests to support them - but I hope they will feel able to share all that happened with their friends and
class-mates in some suitable way.
….but Vicar’s don’t stay for ever…. So the other news from the Church & Vicarage is that having been
Vicar here since April 2012 (yes, that’s when I had a fair few less wrinkles and a lot less grey hairs to
cover) the time became right for me to consider what might be next. It seems incredible that I am in my
10th year in this role and yet when I share with families and individuals the numerous and significant
milestones in their lives, and increasingly find myself looking back on others I have shared with those
same people, that’s when I realise that must indeed be so! I also realise what a privilege it is to share
those moments. This weekend one of our Year 6 candidates who I shall present to the Bishop for his
Confirmation will be one I also personally baptised here – back in May 2012, when I had only been in the
Parish for 5 weeks. That is truly special!
All of that of course makes it even harder to begin to feel that the time is right to think and pray and
reflect upon what might be next and to consider when that next thing might be the right thing, and the
right time and so on. So, following a recent interview I have been offered and have now accepted a new
post – which is to be Priest in Charge of Collingham with Harewood; Spofforth with Kirk Deighton, Little
Ribston and Follifoot in the Ripon Episcopal Area.
There are still further decisions to be made which involve Bishops and their PAs – which will decide
exactly when I shall leave and take up my new post. In the meantime I ask for your prayers not just for
me, but for our Church and Parish in this period of time before I leave, as we prepare together for what
will be a time of transition and as we put plans in place which are sustainable until a new appointment is
made. As always I assure you of my prayers too!

With Love & Prayers,
Rev’d Carolyn
Email carolyn.james117@btinternet.com

Telephone 0113 264 2685

(To attend a Sunday service (8.45am and 10am) please remember to ring or email the Parish Office and leave a
message before 10am on a Friday, ready for the Sunday. When you book please tell us clearly who you are, which
service(s) you wish to attend, how many of you there are (in your bubble) and leave a contact number. Parish
Office - answer-phone: 264 5530 - email: church983@btinternet.com You will only be contacted if there is a
problem with your request).
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Notices
Covid-19 —if anyone in your household is symptomatic and goes for a Covid-19 test then the whole
household must isolate. School MUST be notified once the test results are known. If the result is
negative then your child can return to school.
E-Scooters—Please note that these types of scooters are not allowed on school premises. If your child
does come to school on an E-Scooter please expect a call home and a request to collect it immediately.
Dinner Money—as we near the end of term can we please ask that all outstanding dinner monies are
paid in full via Parentpay. This is particularly for year 6 leavers.
Lunch Arrangements— please email info@manstonstjames.co.uk before we break up if your child
wishes to move onto school meals or back to packed lunches in September.

Lunch Arrangements Y2 moving to Y3—please note that universal free school meals will stop for your
child in year 2 when they move to year 3. School meals are charged at £2.40 per day in KS2.

Dates for your Diary
Friday 23rd July—school closes for summer break

Christian Values—Trust
We show we are trustworthy at Manston St James Primary School by:


Being honest



Keeping promises and following through on

commitment


Trying to do what is right, even when it is difficult



Being a good and dependable friend
‘My God is my strength in whom I trust’ Psalm 18:2

Safety
We take safety very seriously at our school. If you have any concerns or observations regarding health
and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs Cockerham.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth or Mr
O’Dwyer
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