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Welcome back to school everyone.  I hope you had a restful Easter break and enjoyed some of the new ‘freedoms’ 
we have been gifted with the lifting of some lockdown restrictions.   It has been lovely to hear how excited the  
children have been to meet up with friends and relatives, face to face, in gardens and outdoor spaces, for the first 
time in months.  Hopefully, if everyone continues to follow government guidance, we can continue to enjoy the 
move towards a more ‘normal’ way of living over the coming weeks and months.  In terms of any changes in 
school, we are continually reviewing the risk assessment (in line with guidance from the Department for Education, 
the Trust and the Local Authority) and will ensure you are kept up to date with any modifications.  Due to the large 
number of people we have on site each day, we will need to proceed with caution. 
 
It has been a busy and exciting start to the new term.  I had the pleasure of visiting some RE lessons in Reception, 
Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3 this week and was delighted to see, and hear, the learning which was happening about 
Judaism and Sikhism.  This also allowed me to see our Christian value of ‘respect’ being lived out, through the way 
in which children posed questions and in some cases disagreed respectfully with the thoughts and opinions of their 
peers.  I’m certainly looking forward to visiting Years 4, 5 and 6 next week to see where their learning journey is 
taking them.  Additionally, across school, we have launched our new whole school learning project, which has an 
art ‘driver’ this half term.  Each year group in school has a different painting focus and will be learning about  
different skills, techniques and artists.  We are working towards a whole school outcome of creating our ‘Manston 
St James Gallery Rebels’; an exhibition of art work and presentations of learning.  We look forward to sharing this 
with you at the end of the half term. 
 
This week we also attended a service at St James Church, led by Reverend Carolyn.  The children from 5GO have 
written a short piece about the service:  

 
Yesterday, in Church, we celebrated Jesus who has now risen. We lit the Easter candle and celebrated by 
saying Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. We looked at the story of when Jesus met his friends on the beach and his 
friend Mary, in the garden. They were shocked and surprised to see him but very happy.  Rev. Carolyn 
showed us a stick of rock from the seaside so we could see how the message inside ran through the rock. 
Rev Carolyn likened this to the stories in the bible. The stories are all different, but the message is the 
same...God loves us!  
 

Following the service, one of the children told me ‘this Easter service made me feel happy, protected and safe’ and 
another commented that it was ‘lovely to hear the message about God’s love and be reminded that God always 
loves us’.  Thank you Reverend Carolyn. 
 

In Year 4 there has been lots of excitement about the return of swimming lessons!  Yesterday, I accompanied 4We 
to their lesson.  It was a privilege to see how much the children enjoyed their lesson and the joy of being able to 
return to the pool.  The children were also wonderful ambassadors for our school, in the way in which they  
listened to their swimming instructors and their teachers, both within the centre but also on the walk to and from 
the lesson.  Well done everyone! 
 

Wishing you a wonderful weekend; let’s hope the sun continues to shine! 
 

Ashleigh Dunn 
Headteacher 
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Attendance  

Well done  to the following 3 classes with the best attendance for week  19.04.21—23.04.21  

RH—99.7% 3W—99.3% 6W—99.3% 1J—100% 

Coronavirus Information  

In response to the outbreak of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) we ask all staff, students, visitors and  
contractors to self-screen before entering the building to help lesson the spread of the virus.  
 

DO NOT ENTER IF:  
1) You have signs of a fever or high temperature (above 38C) 
2) You have a persistent cough or respiratory problems 
3) You have loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell 
4) You have had contact with any possible source of the virus 
 
If you have met any of the above criteria you should return home and contact 111 for advice.  

 
IF YOU’RE SAFE TO ENTER PLEASE FOLLOW THE GUIDANCE BELOW: 
1) Maintain social distancing whilst on site (2 metres) 
2) Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water or alcohol based hand sanitiser 
3) Avoid touching your face with your hands  
4) If you need to cough or sneeze, do so into a tissue and bin it after using  

 
All adults must wear a mask whilst on the school premises. Please do not wait in the playground; waiting 
in the playground is only for childminders who have special arrangements.  

 
HELP STOP THE SPREAD AND KEEP EVERYONE SAFE  

PTFA 

Spring Raffle - if you are reading this on Friday 23rd April before 8pm then you 
still have a chance to buy tickets for our raffle. 
If you've bought tickets already - thank you and good luck.  If you've missed 
out hopefully we'll be able to arrange another one soon! 
 
Enter Raffle to Win Spring time raffle Hosted By Manston St James PTFA (raffall.com) 
 

 
 
PTFA Open meeting - Tuesday 27th April @ 6.30pm. via Zoom.  Anyone in the 
school community is very welcome to dial into the meetings which are both  
informal and friendly.  If you would like to join us please let us know via our  
Facebook page or email us fomsjames@gmail.com and we can send out the zoom 
link.  

https://raffall.com/220815/enter-raffle-to-win-spring-time-raffle-hosted-by-manston-st-james-ptfa
mailto:fomsjames@gmail.com


ALLELUIA! We say a lot of that in Eastertide and this year’s Easter brought us a special ‘Alleluia’, as we 
once again opened our doors for services and prayer. As well as welcoming our children from school into 
Church during Holy Week, and again this week to celebrate Easter, we held services for our wider  
congregation and community over Holy Week and Easter and are now back to having our Sunday  
Services of the Eucharist (8.45am and 10am) each week, and being Open for Prayer on a Wednesday 
afternoon where possible (2-3pm). 
 
To attend a Sunday service (8.45am and 10am) please remember to ring or email the Parish Office and 
leave a message before 10am on a Friday, ready for the Sunday. This is important as numbers increase, 
and as we do not have a constantly staffed office. When you book please tell us clearly who you are, 
which Service/s you wish to attend, how many of you there are (in your bubble) and leave a contact  
number. Parish Office -  answerphone: 264 5530  - email: church983@btinternet.com You will only be 
contacted if there is a problem with your request. Otherwise, simply come along to the service you 
have indicated. It is still necessary for people to sit socially distanced from those not in the their 
‘bubbles’, to sanitise hands and wear face masks – but all this will be made clear upon arrival if you are 
unsure. 
 
We continue to communicate, share news and send out resources via email for weekly prayer and  
worship as has been our practice now for over a year (please email me if you wish to receive these) and 
we have also had a series of things to see and sometimes to ‘take-away’ in our churchyard. We hope 
some of you have enjoyed seeing our Easter gardens and our decorated cross – flowers, eggs and  
pom-poms - in recent weeks.  
 
Unfortunately we have also had a spate of anti-social behaviour and some criminal damage in our 
churchyard and down the drive over the past month or so. If anyone can shed any light on this we would 
be grateful for any information which might help us put a stop to the behaviour of a few which is causing 
damage and upset for the many who appreciate and cherish the environs of the church – as well as, of 
course, unnecessary expense!  
 
SUPPORTING OTHERS 
In terms of our desire to support the vulnerable in our community we continue to collect and transport 
Food to the local Food Bank and there is a box outside my back door for that purpose. Anything left 
there, at any point in the week, is soon ‘rescued’ and then each Tuesday is taken onwards so as to get to 
the people who need it most.  
 
MOVING FORWARD! 
In our Church family we are now working towards our Annual Meeting which will be held on Sunday 
23rd May – a time to say thank you to so many who sustain and enrich our church and community life, as 
well as to look to the future. In School I will be beginning Confirmation Classes next week with any Year 6 
children who indicate that they would like to take this step of thinking a little more about the Christian 
faith and preparing for a service in Church at the end of the school year, when they make their own 
promises of faith and are blessed by the Bishop. If your child brings a letter home, do talk to them about 
it and return the letter if this is something they are interested in and which you support. If any parents / 
adults wish to explore Confirmation too do get in touch so we can have a chat about the possibilities. 
With Love & Prayers,  
Rev’d Carolyn   Email  carolyn.james117@btinternet.com      Telephone 0113 264 2685  
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St James the Great, Manston – The Parish Church for Manston & Cross Gates 

mailto:church983@btinternet.com
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Safety 

We take safety very seriously at our school. If you have any concerns or observations regarding health 
and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs Cockerham.   
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth  or Mr 
O’Dwyer  

We show Respect at Manston St James Primary Academy by: 

  

 Being sincere 

 Showing gratitude 

 Doing what we say we will do 

 Being a good listener 

 Learning about other peoples’ perspectives 

 Taking care of ourselves and treating ourselves well  

Christian Values—Respect  

Notices  

Covid-19 —if anyone in your household is symptomatic and goes for a Covid-19 test then the whole 
household must isolate. School MUST be notified once the test results are known. If the result is 
negative then your child can return to school.  
 
PE Kit Hoodies — Due to the popularity of the PE hoodies, we will be opening the online shop again.  
More information to follow.  
 
Emergency Contact Details & Parentpay — Please remember to notify the office if your emergency 
contact details change. It is very important that we always have your most up to date mobile and email 
address. We use Parentpay as our main way of communicating with you. If you have not yet  
activated your account or need help with Parentpay then please contact the school office on  
info@manstonstjames.co.uk  
 
Laptops—if you were loaned a laptop during the lockdown can you please return it the school office as 
soon as possible.  

Dates for your Diary  

Monday 3rd April—school closed for May Day Bank Holiday   
Friday 30th April—Y6 Confirmation classes start  
Friday 28th May—school closes for half term (re-opens Monday 7th June)  


