
 

Newsletter 
Friday 15th January 2021 

Phone:  0113 8592073      email: info@manstonstjames.co.uk  
Absence reporting number 0113 8592081              Website: www.manstonstjames.co.uk 

I hope that you are safe, well and warm as you read this week’s newsletter.  
 
Last week, I spoke about the challenging start to the new term and now we’ve had a snow day to add to 
the mix!  I apologise to all of those key worker families who have been inconvenienced today as school 
has been closed; this is never an easy decision to make, but yesterday it was particularly difficult knowing 
that having your child in school is supporting you to fulfil a critical role during the pandemic.  However, 
even if you weren’t directly impacted by the snow yesterday, I’m sure you saw the news reports of the 
treacherous conditions.  As the temperature was forecast to remain below freezing today I felt the safest 
option was to close school and direct all pupils to remote learning.  I hope that the early notice of this 
was helpful. 
 
Yesterday I set the whole school a challenge – our first ‘Manston St James Snow Person Competition’.  I 
have been overwhelmed by the response!  What imaginative, creative individuals and families we have! 
It really made me smile to see you having such fun with your families in the snow but it was so difficult to 
select the winners. Every entry was so unique and special.   After several hours of deliberation (and some 
support from class teachers) the winners have been decided - please read on in the newsletter to see if 
it’s you!  As some members of staff got stuck whilst travelling home yesterday, I have extended the staff 
deadline to 5pm today.  We will share the staff winning entry with you next week! 
 

Remote learning 
Thank you for your support with remote learning.  It has been a joy to see the quality and quantity of the 
work being uploaded to Seesaw and Tapestry.  Staff have been spending hours planning, preparing  
resources and recording videos to support the remote learning offer so it’s wonderful to see the impact 
of this.  As the materials are becoming more detailed, with many including accompanying videos, please 
encourage your child to complete as much of the work as they can independently.  Children should find 
the work a little bit challenging.  Whilst they may need a little encouragement, your role is not to teach 
your child.  Please direct them to the materials provided and encourage them to persevere, re-read the 
material and also consider if they have any other resources they can use to help before stepping in and 
perhaps providing too much help.  We really appreciate your support and engagement but you should 
not be working harder than your child! Whilst they may need some help to access materials, and maybe 
some encouragement to stay on task, the learning should be accessible to them (unless the class teacher 
or SENCo has directed you to an alternative resource pack).  Of course, we appreciate that with younger 
children this will look slightly different.  Remote education for reception and year 1 pupils will require 
closer supervision, children will require more support with some activities and will also work  
independently for shorter periods of time.   
 
Finally, we will be providing a guide to Seesaw with this week’s newsletter.  Please could we ask that 
from next week all learning is uploaded to your child’s individual Seesaw account (rather than by email or 
replying to the teacher’s message on Seesaw).  This makes it easier to track progress over time. 
 

 



Please remember to get in contact with us if you need any support at all.  We are here for you.  Teachers 
will follow up where there is no engagement with home learning therefore it is important to let us know 
if your child is unwell (even if they are not attending school at the moment). We will keep in contact with 
you and your child through Seesaw and telephone calls home but please don’t wait for us to contact you 
if you need anything. I hope you have a good weekend.   
Take care and stay safe. 
Mrs Dunn 
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Wow! Thank you for all the photos of your amazing snow people and snow constructions. It’s been really 
difficult to choose winners but here are the winning entries, can you see yours?  
 

  

Snow Person / Construction Competition  
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Covid-19 —if anyone in your household is symptomatic and goes for a Covid-19 test then the whole 
household must isolate. School MUST be notified once the test results are known. If the result is negative 
then your child can return to school.  
 
Uniform— We pride ourselves on having high expectations at Manston St James.  As we are now 
 wearing our winter uniform please could I remind you that this is a white shirt (with collar) and a tie.   
Ties are available from the school office at a cost of £3.00. If you have any issues or concerns about  
uniform, please contact Mrs Spofforth (pastoral@manstonstjames.co.uk) or your class teacher in the  
first instance. 
 
PE Kit—We are excited to announce that 'The Uniform shop' will be stocking our PE kit with the new 
school logo embroidered on from January. They will be stocking navy blue joggers priced at £9.99 and 
coloured t-shirts at £4.99. They have shops in Meanwood and Harehills.  
 
Emergency Contact Details— Please remember to notify the office if your emergency contact details 
change. It is very important that we always have your most up to date mobile and email address.  
 
Parentpay— We use Parentpay as our main way of communicating with you. If you have not yet  
activated your account or need help with Parentpay then please contact the school office on  
info@manstonstjames.co.uk 
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Notices  

PTFA  

Fundraising update 
 

From September to December you helped raise the fantastic amount of £2492.76 
Where this money came from: 
Virtual Shopping Evening - £275.67 
Big Christmas Raffle £1006.20 
My Childs Art £284.16 
Christmas Sparkle Day £96.73 
ASDA Foundation Grant £830 
 
On-line shopping 
Coming soon we will share how to fundraise through.... 

 

Until then, if you are enjoying any on-line shopping over the next few months, please remember to shop 
through MyGiveMachine.  It is easy and it won't cost you a penny but it will help raise additional pennies 
for our school. Support 'Manston St James Primary Academy School' - TheGivingMachine 
 

PTFA meeting 
January's meeting has been postponed so we will update you on the next date as soon as it is decided. 
 

mailto:pastoral@manstonstjames.co.uk
https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/manston-st-james-primary-academy-school/
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Safety 

We take safety very seriously at our school. If you have any concerns or observations regarding health 
and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs Cockerham.   
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth  or Mr 
O’Dwyer  

Dates for your Diary  

Tuesday 19th January—PTFA meeting 7pm via Zoom POSTPONED (new date to be confirmed)  

Christian Value for this Term:  Thankfulness 

We show thankfulness at Manson St James Primary School by:  

 Showing appreciation for pupil’s achievements through certificates, stickers and 

our behaviour chart.  

 Know that having lovely things is a blessing 

and not a right. 

 Support to charities that help others who are 

less fortunate than us. 

 Thanking God through our hymns and our 

prayers. 

 ·Learning to be thankful for our skills and the 

skills of others. 

 Thanking people in our community who visit 

and help us. 

 Saying thank you to each other and being  

     polite.  

Christian Value 


