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As we are nearing the end of our first half term back in school I would like to extend a huge thank you to 
everyone in our school community (parents, staff, children and governors) for your support to keep our 
community, safe, happy and learning!  I appreciate there have been many challenges but I  
wholeheartedly believe that we can, and will, overcome these barriers if we work together. 
 
This week there have been many things to celebrate in school.  This includes some wonderful feedback 
from classes about our new curriculum which I hope to share with you in next week’s newsletter. This 
week I have a few notices about safeguarding, parent consultations, uniform and Harvest.  
  
Harvest 
Thank you for your Harvest contributions; your generosity was overwhelming and gratefully received by 
PAFRAS (Positive Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers) and our local Food Bank.  The theme for our 
Harvest Service was ‘shelter’ and this week children learnt about the Jewish festival of Sukkot.  During 
Sukkot Jewish families build and spend time in outdoor shelters to give thanks for the autumn harvest 
and to think about the forty years the Israelis spent wandering the desert after escaping slavery in Egypt.  
Jewish families build shelters (Sukkahs) to remind them that God provided for them throughout this 
time.   
 
Last week each class in school had a fantastic time building their own shelters.  Once they were built the 
children spent some time ‘sheltering’.  They thought about how this felt and about God's sheltering love 
during the past year and His promise to continue to be our refuge in the year ahead.  Pupils also thought 
about those people who are currently living in shelters and how that might feel.  Each class then  
produced some poems and art work to express their feelings.  This has been displayed in church over the 
past week and throughout our Harvest Services.  Much of this work can be viewed on SeeSaw but I  
wanted to share with you a poem written by one of our year 5 classes. 
              
   I Am Your Shelter by 5GO 

 I am your protection 
When you feel unsafe. 
I am your hope 
When you feel let down. 
I am your cover 
When you sleep. 
I am your shelter. 
 
I am your safe place 
When you feel scared. 
I am your saviour 
When times are tough. 
I am your guide 
When the way is long. 
I am your shelter. 

 
 



Safeguarding – cycling to and from school 
Unfortunately, I am becoming increasingly concerned about some of our older pupils who cycle to school 
without any regard for their safety.  Despite several discussions with pupils, in years 5 and 6, I frequently 
observe or receive reports from parents/carers, residents and staff about: 

 
 pupils cycling on the road into oncoming traffic  
 pupils cycling from the path into the road without looking  
 pupils crossing roads without any regard for traffic 
 pupils cycling, at speed, on the footpaths making it dangerous for pedestrians 
 Additionally, very few of our pupils wear helmets when cycling 

 
I am sure you will agree these behaviours are very worrying.  We cannot stand by and wait for an  
accident to happen before taking action to prevent this.  Therefore, should any pupils be observed  
behaving in a dangerous manner parents will be contacted and the pupil will no longer be able to bring 
their bike to school.  This is not an action I wish to take – ideally, I would like to see more families  
walking, scooting and cycling to school! 
To help keep your child safe please could I ask that all parents/carers insist on their child wearing a  
helmet when cycling and ensure they have an understanding of road safety before entrusting them to 
cycle to school unaccompanied.   
 
Parent Consultations – Years 1-6 
At this time of year, we would ordinarily be looking forward to inviting you into school to look at your 
child’s work and to give you the opportunity to meet with the class teacher.  Unfortunately, face to face 
meetings will not be possible at this current time, however to enable us to share key information with 
parents and carers we will be issuing each child with a mini-report card via SeeSaw.  This will provide you 
with information about your child’s behaviour and their effort in each subject. Following receipt of this, 
should you wish to discuss anything further, you will have the opportunity to book a 5-minute telephone 
consultation with the class teacher, this will take place on our return to school in November.  Please look 
out for your child’s mini-report on Wednesday 21st October; teachers will be uploading these to SeeSaw 
at the end of the school day on Wednesday. 
 
Uniform – PE kit and shoes 
It’s lovely to see children in school looking smart in their school uniform.  Please could I ask that the same 
applies on PE days.  On these days children should come to school wearing navy joggers or shorts, their 
house colour t-shirt and a navy sweatshirt or hoody.  Football strips and branded hoodies/joggers/t-shirts 
are not part of the school uniform and should not be worn.  Trainers should be worn on PE days but not 
any other days of the week. 
 
We will be selling school hoodies (with our new logo!) next half term for pupils to wear on PE days.  The 
staff are very excited – watch out to see who will be modelling it first!  Once we are sure of the quality, 
and secured the best price, we will provide more details. 
 
With every good wish for a lovely weekend, 
Ashleigh Dunn  
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Our Latest Work  

Attendance  

Well done  to the following 3 classes with the best attendance for week 12.10.20-16.10.20 

 
 RH—100%  6S—100% 2CH—96.6% 



What a Wonderful Harvest we had – beginning with filling our wheelbarrows and crates to the brim 

and then wheeling / carrying them into church for our 7 Harvest Festivals! We continued to think about 
the ‘shelters’ which children had built in school the week before and as well as giving thanks for the good 
things we have, we thought about what it means to be without and for everything you have to only be in 
some sense temporary or fragile. Although the children could not this year participate in the ways they 
have before during the service, their work was on display – and it was an amazing array of written and art 
work. I was both impressed and moved by all they had put into it, as well enjoying hearing about the fun 
they had building their shelters. We are of course also sad that parents and friends could not join us in 
church this year although that did not stop your generosity. So thank you so very much for all you 
brought and offered to help others. I have had 2 written Thank You messages from the charities we  
supported already; 
 

One from our local FoodBank saying:-                                                                                                                      
“Sincere thanks once again for all the donations (food and cash) which we received on Tuesday. Please 
thank all the congregation and all at Manston St James’ Primary School. My daughter was a pupil there 
when it was a Middle School. (She is now 42!) Happy memories! These donations are really keeping us 
going.”  Lis Bows and all the team at St Richard's. 
 

The other from PAFRAS – (Positive Action for Refugees and Asylum Seekers, Leeds)                         
“Dear Friends & Supporters, Thank you very much for your Harvest donations, this is very kind of you. We 
continue to support asylum seekers facing destitution in Leeds, throughout the Covid-19 pandemic,  
making sure we reach those who needed it the most. We made sure clients had access to critical  
necessities to meet basic human need, such as food and toiletries, and we also bought radios, mobile 
phones and top-up to keep people connected and to keep occupied. We kept our weekly drop-in going, 
working out of the car park at St Aidan's, and made several deliveries every day. The lockdown that most 
people experienced had many parallels with the average life of an asylum seeker in the UK: fear,  
uncertainty, being physically cut off from friends and family, money worries, not being able to work, rely-
ing on the state for support. Thanks again for your donation and continued support, this means a lot”   
PAFRAS Team  

 

General News & Looking Ahead. 
I hope that people know from our notices on the church doors and noticeboards, as well as by connecting 
with us via our various social media platforms, that our church is open both on Sundays for services, and 
midweek for private prayer. You do need to ‘book-in’ for services on Sunday, in order to keep everyone 
safe, and the details of how to do this are available in all of those places mentioned. 

 
Looking ahead we are aware that November is in many ways a ‘Time of Remembering’ and that this year 
that is far many more poignant than ever.  It may be for us, the remembering of our loved ones, of those 
we remember as a community & a nation, or a recognition of those other experiences of loss in peoples 
lives at this time, which are no less painful.  
 

Cont. over 
  

  

St James’ Church News and Thanks 
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We seek to make space for these in the following ways:- 

 

On SUNDAY 1st NOVEMBER, the Church will be open for “A Time of Remembering” between 

4.30pm& 6pm. Firstly, we shall be remembering, and lighting candles for, those whose funerals we 
have held, or been involved with, this last year. In addition, we plan to light a candle for all who have, in 
any way, been affected by Covid, and shall light candles on behalf of others who have asked us to  
remember any departed family and friends. If you would like to, you are invited to pass through church 
any time between 4.30 & 6pm, pausing for a short period with your own thoughts and memories, and 
lighting a candle of your own if you wish. Our usual protocols must be followed, of course, (social  
distancing, wearing of face coverings, sanitising of hands, leaving of contact name & number) and I am 
sure that you will appreciate that if a lot of people arrive at a similar time, it is possible we may have to 
ask you to wait outside a short while, or may have to ask you to leave after a period of time, in order to 
allow others to enter.  

 
On SUNDAY 8th NOVEMBER, in addition to our 2 morning Services (which require that you book-in), 

there will also be a short 11am Act of Remembrance in the Churchyard. 

With Love & Prayers at this time – Reverend Carolyn 
carolyn.james117@btinternet.com 
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PTFA  

7th November 5pm from the comfort of your home we present to you... 
Our first ever Virtual Shopping Event 

 

 
 

We have lots of small businesses taking part from handmade clothes, soaps and cake gift boxes to 
fragrances and Tropic skincare goodies. 

Christmas shopping this year starts with us! 
 

Follow on Facebook at Manston St James PTFA Virtual Shop 
Follow on Instagram @manstonvirtualshop 

 
If you run a small business and would like to get involved please contact  

 

mailto:carolyn.james117@btinternet.com
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Safety 

We take safety very seriously at our school. If you have any concerns or observations regarding 
health and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs Cockerham.   
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth  or Mrs 
Blackmore  

Christian Value—Service  

Christian Value for this Term:  Service       
 
‘Serve one another in love.’ Galatians 5.13 
Words relating to 'servant' or 'service' are central to our Christian Value this 

term. Jesus washed the feet of his disciples at the Last Supper; this turned 

upside down the normal relationship between master and disciple, leader and 

follower. This half term we will be discovering what this symbolises and how 

Jesus set an example to his followers and wished for everyone else to do the 

same.  Serving God means serving others. The children will be thinking about 

how we can serve each other and how serving others makes us humble.  

Notices  

Dates for your Diary  

Tuesday 20th October—individual & sibling photographs (second session) 
Wednesday 21st October—Whole school nasal flu immunisations  
Friday 23rd October—Break up (half-term 1 week)  
 
Monday 2nd November—School re-opens  
Tuesday 3rd November— 7pm PTFA AGM email fomsjames@gmail.com for the zoom link  
Monday 16th November—Training Day (school closed)  

Communication—our main way of communicating at present is via text and email. This is done using our 
secure online Parentpay system. Please make sure your account has been activated. If you need 
assistance then please contact the school office.  
 
SeeSaw— if you have given consent for SeeSaw then over the course of the next week you will receive 
an invite to your child’s journal. If you have not yet given consent then please follow this link  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=Okx3hiW8n0K6FiKwpYCfrBLHMYXgei1MpJA1W5uFmyFUQlhPQktZU002TU9SWkg3RllJQzc4
ME5DQi4u  
 
Covid-19—if anyone in your household is symptomatic then the whole household must isolate and the 
person with symptoms must have a test. School MUST be notified once the test results are know.  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Okx3hiW8n0K6FiKwpYCfrBLHMYXgei1MpJA1W5uFmyFUQlhPQktZU002TU9SWkg3RllJQzc4ME5DQi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Okx3hiW8n0K6FiKwpYCfrBLHMYXgei1MpJA1W5uFmyFUQlhPQktZU002TU9SWkg3RllJQzc4ME5DQi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Okx3hiW8n0K6FiKwpYCfrBLHMYXgei1MpJA1W5uFmyFUQlhPQktZU002TU9SWkg3RllJQzc4ME5DQi4u

