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With so much uncertainty in the world at the moment we are trying to keep things as ‘normal’ as  
possible for our children in school.  Staff in school are working hard to find new ways to continue to do 
those things which are important to us.  Our new school routines are beginning to feel like ‘normal’  
routines but we are still striving to continue to offer the important community focused elements of 
school life whilst ensuring we are keeping everyone as safe as possible. 
 
Home School Partnership 
Today you will receive a letter about how we intend to hold parent consultations this term; whilst we are 
unable to go ahead with face to face meetings we understand the importance of regular, informative 
communication between home and school.  Therefore, this year we will be providing you with a  
mini-report and offering a follow up 5-minute telephone call, should you wish to discuss the report  
further.  Additionally, to further enhance home-school partnerships, we are excited to be in a position to 
formally launch SeeSaw, a secure online learning journal.  Next week we will be linking parents into their 
child’s SeeSaw account - allowing us to share what your child is learning in class. Please look out for  
updates on this in your inbox and junk folders as you will need to log in and link to your child’s platform 
to have access.  
 
Collective worship 
As a Church of England school, collective worship is central to school life at Manston St James.  Prior to 
current restrictions, this generally involved the whole school gathering together in the school hall to sing, 
learn, reflect and pray – collectively.  Whilst we are currently unable to gather together in the school hall, 
we have gathered ‘virtually’ through the use of Zoom technology!  The children have really enjoyed our 
new ‘whole school’ collective worship.  They have been able to see each other, learn, pray and reflect 
together via a video link!  They have also found it quite entertaining when the Wi-Fi connection has let us 
down, resulting in ‘Mrs Dunn freezing’ on the screen!  
 
We have also resumed our Friday celebration worship when we gather to celebrate those children who 
have worked hard to live out our school vision.  You will receive a message from the school office if your 
child has been chosen to receive an award.  Whilst we are currently unable to invite parents to attend 
the act of worship, we would like to invite you to send in a short message for your child which we can 
share with them at the end.   Please email your message to the school office 
(info@manstonstjames.co.uk).  
 

Church Services 
Last week in the newsletter I write about the success of our Service of Welcome and Blessing.  On  

Monday, we will be in church for our Harvest Services.  A time to celebrate God's goodness in creation 

and to remember our responsibility to care for those who do not have as much as us.  The theme of our 

Harvest service is ‘shelter’.  There will be more information to follow next week!  If you are able to  

contribute, please drop off your donations in the ‘shelter’ outside of church on Monday morning.   

mailto:info@manstonstjames.co.uk


Curriculum 
In September we launched our exciting new curriculum.  Over the course of this half term, children have 
been working towards the whole school outcome of ‘The Big Clean Up!’.  Each year group has been  
looking at a specific issue linked to human or physical geography and will be bringing that theme back to 
their local area of Manston and Cross Gates.  In each year group, children will be taking back  
responsibility, building their sense of identity and creating an outcome which reflects their wishes and 
desires for their community.  We are looking forward to sharing these outcomes with you soon via  
Seesaw. 
 

Please remember that should you have any questions or comments about any aspects of school life, you 
can contact your class teacher via the year group email address.  Alternatively you can contact the school 
office (info@manstonstjames.co.uk) and they will pass your message on to the relevant member of staff. 
 
With every good wish for a lovely weekend. 
 
Ashleigh Dunn 
Headteacher 
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Attendance  

 For the FOODBANK:- 

Cereal, Soup, Pasta, Pasta Sauce,  Rice, Milk, Lentils & Pulses, Biscuits, 

Tea, Coffee, UHT Milk, Fruit Juice,   

Tinned soup, Tomatoes, Beans, Meat, Fish, Vegetables (peas, carrots, 

potatoes etc.), Fruit, Rice Pudding, Custard.  

 

Please be aware that sadly this year we shall not able to deliver fresh produce in our locality 

 

Toiletries for PAFRAS (Positive Action For Refugees & Asylum Seekers):- 

Shampoo, Conditioner, Moisturiser, Shower Gel, Face Wash, Hand Wash, Deodorant, Razors,  

Toothbrushes, Toothpaste, Sanitary Products, Nappies (size 5/6), Baby Wipes, Household Items 

 

Please leave them in the shelter, outside Church on the morning of 12th October.  

A Harvest Shopping List  

Well done  to the following 3 classes with the best attendance for week 05.10.20—09.10.20  

1J—100% 3L—98.3% 2B—98% 
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Our Latest Work  

This week we have been building  
Shelters and working towards the idea 
of God protecting and sheltering us.    

Year 4 have been looking at the Bible story 
of Noah and the Ark. They have produced 
some wonderful drawings.  

Our reception children 
have been about God 
as the Creator. They 
have listened to the 
creation story and 
made some beautiful 
Jellyfish.   
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PTFA  

 
 
 
 
 
 
See what's happening in November. 
We are really excited to be working with 'My Child's Art' who will be turning your 
children's wonderful artwork into Christmas cards, mugs, sweets jars, t-towels etc.  Your children will be 
designing their pictures within school and the PTFA will be coordinating the transfer to Mychild art.  The 
PTFA will earn commission on all the items you purchase and they are truly gorgeous gifts for families to 
receive.  
 
It's raffle time 
The big Christmas raffle launch - Sunday 1st November - held via our Facebook page.  Due to COVID-19 
tickets will be sold on-line.   Top prize - A Nintendo Switch!  
Virtual Shopping Evening 
Do you run a small on-line business and like to take part in our Virtual shopping evening?  If yes please 
email us and our Christmas team will get in contact. 
 
Follow us on Facebook at Manston St James PTFA. 

Our Latest Work  

Yes that's right we are talking 
about Christmas! 

Jingle Bells 
Jingle Bells 

Year 6 have spent some time writing up their character 
descriptions. The results are amazing! 
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Safety 

We take safety very seriously at our school. If you have any concerns or observations regarding 
health and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs Cockerham.   
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth  or Mrs 
Blackmore  

Christian Value—Service  

Christian Value for this Term:  Service       
 
‘Serve one another in love.’ Galatians 5.13 
Words relating to 'servant' or 'service' are central to our Christian Value this 

term. Jesus washed the feet of his disciples at the Last Supper; this turned 

upside down the normal relationship between master and disciple, leader and 

follower. This half term we will be discovering what this symbolises and how 

Jesus set an example to his followers and wished for everyone else to do the 

same.  Serving God means serving others. The children will be thinking about 

how we can serve each other and how serving others makes us humble.  

Notices  

Dates for your Diary  

Monday 12th October—Deliver your Harvest donations to Church as you arrive at school  
Tuesday 13th October—Individual school photographs (winter uniform to be worn unless it is your PE 
day)  
Wednesday 21st October—Whole school nasal flu immunisations (consent must be given by 13th Oct)  
Friday 23rd October—Break up (half-term 1 week)  
 
Monday 2nd November—School re-opens  
Tuesday 3rd November— 7pm PTFA AGM email fomsjames@gmail.com for the zoom link  
Monday 16th November—Training Day (school closed)  

Communication—our main way of communicating at present is via text and email. This is done using our 
secure online Parentpay system. Please make sure your account has been activated. If you need 
assistance then please contact the school office.  
 
Flu Immunisation Consent—earlier this week we emailed (via Parentpay) the flu immunisation consent 
link. Our flu immunisations will be administered on Wednesday 21st October. The deadline for 
completing the online consent form is 13th October 2020.  Please follow this link to complete the form 
https://www.nhsimms.uk/FLU/information?Id=138824&Type=FLU  
 
SeeSaw— if you have given consent for SeeSaw then over the course of the next week you will receive 
an invite to your child’s journal. If you have not yet given consent then please follow this link  
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=Okx3hiW8n0K6FiKwpYCfrBLHMYXgei1MpJA1W5uFmyFUQlhPQktZU002TU9SWkg3RllJQzc4
ME5DQi4u  
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