Friday 17th July 2020

Newsletter

I can’t believe we are at the end of what has been very strange year! Whilst there have been many challenges, I
feel an immense sense of pride in what we have achieved as a school, a Trust and a community over the past
seventeen weeks. Thank you for all you have done to support us and your children throughout this time. Thank
you also for your patience, encouragement and understanding.
As you know, we are planning for all pupils to return to school in September. We have shared some initial plans
with you and a detailed information booklet will be emailed to you very soon. Additional information, relating to
individual year groups, can be found in the transition pages on the school website. We will be adding additional
information to these pages, including photographs of the classrooms, nearer to the end of the summer break.

It has been lovely to have many of our Year 6 children back in school since 1st June but we are sorry that we
haven’t been able to say our goodbyes, in person, to every child. We would like to wish all of our 2020 Year 6
cohort all the very best as they move on to their new schools in September. Some of the staff have shared a
farewell message which can be viewed by clicking in the image below:

We are also saying goodbye to Mr Shuttleworth, Ms Akhtar and Miss Willcox today. I hope they have a lovely last
day in school and would like to publically thank them for their hard work and commitment to the school. We wish
them well as they move on to pastures new.

Finally, I would like to thank the whole of our staff team and all of our children who continue to make Manston St
James C of E Primary School an amazing place to work and learn. I hope you all have a lovely break and can't wait
to see everyone in the real world again after the holidays rather than through a screen!
Stay safe and have a wonderful summer break.
With all good wishes,
Mrs Dunn
Please click on the image to view a short end of year message
from the staff team

Communication
Please note that the year group emails used during lockdown will not be accessed over the summer
holiday. If you have any queries, please email info@manstonstjames.co.uk
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Our Latest Work
The year 3 bubble have been learning about Bastille
Day! They made their own information posters,
created a stunning group picture of The Eiffel Tower
using the Pointillism technique as well as learning
some French words!

In year One the children have been adapting the
story of ‘The Three Little Pigs’. They changed the
characters and wrote the whole story with
illustrations. We have been very proud of the
determination and perseverance they have all
shown to produce this high quality work.

Year 6 had a lovely afternoon on Thursday enjoying
pizza and games in the sunshine. A big thank you to
Morrisons (Hunslet) Community champions for the
very kind donation of treat boxes for our year 6 pupils.
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A Message from Rev’d Carolyn
A TERM TO FORGET? A TEAM TO REMEMBER!
Well what a SCHOOL TERM it has been! Well, it is actually over a term since things changed
dramatically and very soon became almost unrecognisable. I am sure there are lots of things about
this TERM which you may want to forget!
What, I wonder has been difficult about this school term, or perhaps sad about this school term for
you? What have been the challenging things or the frustrating things? Perhaps it has been not being
able to be with your friends, or missing a particular activity you were looking forward to - like sports
day! Perhaps it has been having to get your head around all the new rules which have taken over our
lives, and are sometimes difficult to understand or to remember.

It has certainly been a strange school term and one which has meant some of our children (and
parents!) have had to learn how to ‘do school’ from home. I too have had to learn to do many things
from home, or certainly from a distance, and I have really missed my regular visits into school,
welcoming you all into church for special times together, and simply seeing your smiling faces and
hearing your voices.
But if we change just one letter in that word TERM we can turn it into the word TEAM. That is a word
which I think can help us realise what a lot of special, as well as strange, things have happened at
Manston St James’ Primary Academy over these past 17 weeks. When people find things difficult, or
challenging, or uncomfortable then people quite often either pull apart or pull together.
A good TEAM pulls together and works together and faces the difficulties and challenges together in
positive and creative and supportive ways. That is what I have seen and heard happening at Manston,
St James. Our children and our staff, our parents and governors, and all the people who make up
“TEAM MANSTON ST JAMES” have worked incredibly hard and have pulled together to look out for
everyone, to support everyone and to find creative ways of keeping in touch.
That is a TEAM to be proud of. That is a TEAM to celebrate. That is a TEAM to remember. That is a
TEAM which – whether you are a pupil, a teacher, a member of our support staff, a parent or a
governor, or a friend of the school – you each belong to.
Let’s remember that and let’s be thankful for that, and let’s look forward to taking our place in that
TEAM once again when a new school year begins in September.
At St James’ Church we will continue to pray for you, as we have been doing throughout these
weeks…. and
“…until we meet again,
may God hold each of you, in the palm of his hand”
AMEN.
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Church News
Re-Opening for Private Prayer & PUBLIC WORSHIP!
Yes, things are still moving forward and, as a result, changing as the days progress. After three weeks now of being
Open for ‘Individual, Private Prayer’ it has been lovely to once again welcome people, albeit in small numbers, into
our building for a period of quiet, reflection and prayer. We have now worked on the next stage of our re-opening
and from Sunday 26th July we shall be Opening for ‘Services of Public Worship’ – but again with necessary restrictions on what we can and can’t do, and on the numbers who can attend. We are planning to have a short service of The Eucharist at both 8.45am and again at 10am. The same sanitising and cleaning protocols, as well as the
requirement to sit ‘socially distanced’ in the designated seats, will be in place which have been for private prayer
and the numbers we can welcome into the building at any one time will still be restricted. To that end it is necessary that people ‘book in’ to come to a service by either ringing the Parish Office (0113 260 5530) or emailing church983@btinternet.com anytime between Monday morning and 10am on the Friday prior to the Sunday
you wish to attend. You will then need to tell us your name and contact number and which of the 2 Services you
wish to attend. This will enable us to oversee numbers, contact people if we have a problem with capacity, and
also keep the details of those who do attend for 21 days as required of us at this time.
As I am sure you can imagine there are many more things we have in place to ensure that those who wish to come
to these services will be both most welcome, and kept safe. There will still at this stage be no singing, and no moving around of the congregation, during these services. People must only arrive in the 10 minutes before the service
starts and must leave directly afterwards, and our one way system to enter and exit remains in place. Our Church
will also continue to be Open for ‘Individual, Private Prayer’ between the hours of 1.30pm and 3pm on a Wednesday, unless we have a funeral. People can come and go during this time, following the same protocols. Do look on
the church doors / noticeboards also for further details or to check timings.
Re-Claiming the Churchyard!
It has been good to begin to once again maintain the special and sacred space which is our churchyard, and we are
most grateful to those who have helped us, those who have ‘sponsored’ the work (giving towards the cost of hiring
tools, a skip or purchasing petrol) and to those of you who have simply been grateful and encouraging when you
have seen people strimming or mowing, raking or weeding away! The project will continue – as it is in fact a neverending one!
If anyone wishes to come along on a Thursday evening between 4.30pm and 8pm to join in the work and the fun
please do – bringing a rake can be useful or any other tool you are willing to use. Any powered tools do need to be
petrol. Please ring Lisa Mahoney for more information :- 0113 293 3798
Sadly the increased foot-fall through the churchyard has also brought a return of litter and dog-fouling – something which always makes us sad - as well as the misuse of the churchyard bins. Please do spread the word, to your
children and perhaps your family and friends, about this issue and help us work together to respect our churchyard
by taking our own personal and dog waste home rather than expect church volunteers to either clean it up or dispose of it on others behalf. The bins are for the limited waste created by those tending their graves only.
Ongoing Church Life
We continue to send out weekly news and worship material to those who would like to receive it. Please email me,
if you would like to be added to that mailing list – carolyn.james117@btinternet.com We also continue to ‘collect’
items for our local FoodBank at my backdoor. A big thank you to those who have popped something in after their
shop, or come along and ‘secretly’ deposited something without me knowing! I have received heart-felt ‘Thank
Yous’ from the FoodBank / Parish Larder expressing their gratitude.
Wishing you all a summer of good things, even if things may still be rather different to what we have ordinarily
been used to!
I hope to see some of you along the way, and to all of you…
“…until we meet again,
may God hold each of you, in the palm of his hand”
AMEN
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PTFA
Pizza-rama for year 6
It's our tradition to supply the food for the year 6 leaving party and C-19 was not stopping us this
year. A huge thank you to the school for making our year 6 children's last day memorable and we fed
them like kings and queens. American style pizza, percy pig and chocolate muffins and a refreshing
bottle of juice. All individually wrapped and delivered to the school door by your PTFA committee.
The only way we can continue to do these great things is through your help and support at our range of
fundraising events. For the next academic year we really need to think outside the norm and we ask
that you please please get on board and help.
This year we have used funds for
Reading corners, including sofa, tables, bookcases and lamps in all classrooms and break out areas
Intervention breakfast club
Scooters for early years
Reading books across all years
Deposit for Mr Shuffles 2021
Deposit for 2021 circus
New scooter storage which will be available to use soon
For 2020-21 we will be focusing our fundraising for improvements to the
playground provision and nature areas. Please follow us on Facebook to see how
you can get involved in Manston St James PTFA
Have a super summer break

Christian Value—Respect
Jesus teaches us,
"Do for others just what you want them to do for you.” Luke 6:31.
Here Jesus is telling us how we should behave with anyone, not just believers. The instruction is unconditional: it is simply the right way to live.
* Showing gratitude
* Doing what we say we will do
* Being a good listener
* Learning about other peoples’
perspectives

* Taking care of ourselves and

Safety
We take safety very seriously at our school. If you have any concerns or observations regarding
health and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs Cockerham.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth or Mrs
Blackmore
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