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Mrs Dunn  

Department for Education guidance for opening schools from September 
Yesterday, the DfE published the plans for full reopening of schools in September.  Over the coming days 
I will be considering this information in relation to our school and working closely with the Trust to  
consider how we will implement these requirements.  I will be in communication with you about this as 
soon as I can.  Thank you for your continued encouragement and patience during this challenging time. 
 
Social Distancing 
As you will be aware the two metre social distancing rule is being reduced to ‘one metre plus’ in England 
from tomorrow, 4th July.  I would like to remind you that when unveiling the relaxation of social  
distancing measures, the Prime Minister advised that where it is possible to keep two metres apart,  
people should.  But where it is not, people are advised to keep a social distance of one metre plus while 
taking additional measures to reduce the risk of transmission’.  Therefore, as it is possible to maintain a 
2m distance when dropping off and collecting your child from school we would encourage our school 
families to do so.  Equally, to keep everyone safe in school, we urge you to continue to maintain a 2m 
distance from other people, when possible, when you are out in the community. 
 
Class Information 2020-21 
Today everyone should receive information about the arrangements for classes in the new academic 
year.  We are really looking forward to having everyone back in school in September and have spent 
some time this year evaluating and modifying our curriculum and have lots of exciting things planned! 
 
Transition Meetings 
I am pleased to say that following a rigorous risk assessment we have been able to arrange outdoor  

transition meetings.  These meetings will be held in groups of 15 and have been planned for next week; 

fingers crossed that the weather will be good!  Invitations to transition meetings will be sent by email 

today so please look out for this in your ‘inbox’.  We would like to see as many children as possible 

attending these meetings but understand that some families will not be able to attend.  If you are unable 

to attend please check ‘transition’ pages on the school website as we will be posting welcome messages 

from class teachers and any additional information within these pages. 

 

I hope you have a lovely weekend. 

 

Stay safe. 

Mrs Dunn 



Our latest work  
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Year 1 have been 
writing stories about 
a little boy who 
went flying on a pa-
per airplane. They 
made their own 
planes and had  
flying competitions  
outside.   

Year 4 have been creating poems about sea creatures, making 
sure personification has been used.  

Reception have been looking at the work of different artists and using them as inspiration to 
create their own pieces of art.  



Advance notice: we are in the process of having an intercom system fitted to the gates near the school 
office so there will be no direct access. Bicycle and scooter racks will be moved within the school 
grounds.  
 
Immediate action required: as we are trying to avoid excess personal belongings coming to school, can 
we please ask that scooters and bikes are left at home until further notice. If your child does scoot or  
cycle to school then please take it home with you.   
 
Year 6 parents & carers— keep an eye on our child’s allocated high school website. Lots of the schools 
are now providing virtual tours along with lots of other information to help your child transition between 
primary and secondary school.   
 
Staff 30 days of fitness challenge. We are halfway through our 30 days of fitness challenge. We would 
love to see you joining in each day. You can share your video in the comments on Facebook videos or 
send them to info@manstonstjames.co.uk or to your year group email.   
 
 

Notices  
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Home Learning  

Our latest class points.  Well done to all of our winning classes!  
 
 

 
 

Dinner Money  

As we approach the end of the academic year can we please ask that any outstanding dinner monies be 
paid before Friday 17th July. This is particularly important for year 6.  
 
We would also like to remind you that changes to lunchtime arrangements should be made in writing to 
the school office before the end of a half term so that the change can start on our return to school.   



Church News  

Ongoing Church Life 
We continue to send out weekly news and worship material to those who would like to receive it. Please 
email me, if you would like to be added to that mailing list.  We also continue to ‘collect’ items for our 
local Food Bank at my backdoor. A big thank you to those who have popped something in after their 
shop, or come along and ‘secretly’ deposited something without me knowing! I have received a thank 
you card from the Food Bank / Parish Larder expressing their gratitude. 
 
Re-Opening Church for Private Prayer 
In these past few days I have been working hard at our Risk Assessment & Action Plan for what will be 
the first and initially limited ‘re-opening of our Church’ for individual, private prayer. We are still not  
allowed to hold services which ‘gather’ people for worship but people will be able to come in individually 
and pray at the times we set for that to happen. As I am sure you can imagine this has to be undertaken 
with the utmost preparation and care to ensure everyone’s safety and well-being. From Sunday 28th June 
our aim is to be open between 11am and 12.30pm on Sundays and between 1.30pm and 3pm on 
Wednesdays. Numbers will be limited to 15 people in the church at any one time, there will be a one way 
system, and also instructions on the need to use hand sanitiser and to only use certain seats and  
access certain areas of the church. Do check the church doors for opening times, as if we are preparing 
for, or holding, a funeral then we will not be able to open to the public at that time. However, we very 
much look forward to being able to welcome people who would like to come!  
 
Re-Claiming the Churchyard! 
Some of you may have seen the first attempts at cutting the grass in the churchyard which had begun to 
resemble more of a wilderness! Whilst the wildlife like it, many local residents and visitors to graves  
understandably do not! The maintenance of this special and sacred space is for us an ongoing concern, 
and a huge challenge for all sorts of reasons. We are planning to hire some equipment again in the  
coming days and if anyone is willing to offer to help in any way (operating some machinery, raking up 
grass  or sponsoring the £20 cost of hiring a strimmer) then please do contact me and let me know. Any 
help would be gratefully received! 
 
Our prayers continue to be offered for you all – our school and church family, and our wider community 
 
Rev’d Carolyn  
carolyn.james117@btinternet.com 
0113 264 2685 

 

    

 
 
 

 
 
“…nothing can separate us from the love God has for us, in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8.39) 
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www.stjamesmanston.church 

St James the Great Manston  

@StManston 

Reverend Carolyn has been keeping in regular contact with 
school and is missing you all; she has prepared some family 
collective worship for you to follow.  This can be found on 
the school website:  
https://www.manstonstjames.co.uk/  

mailto:carolyn.james117@btinternet.com
https://www.manstonstjames.co.uk/
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Safety 

We take safety very seriously at our school. If you have any concerns or observations regarding 
health and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs Cockerham.   
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth  or Mrs 
Blackmore  

Christian Value—Respect  

This half term our Christian value is Respect.  Respect has different meanings but all play a part in how Christians 
value themselves and the lives of others. Respecting those that love and care for us, our parents, carers and those 
in the local community is an important value at Manston St James Primary Academy.  We should appreciate what 
is done for us, finding cooperation not conflict 
and take responsibility. Romans 13 states that 
we should, “Pay others the honour and respect 
you owe them.” 
 
In our school we believe everyone is special; 
everyone's opinion matters; everyone's 
contribution is important; everyone's feelings 
should be considered; everyone's faith is 
sacred.  Christians recognise that respect needs 
to start with ourselves, we are all unique. Having 
self-respect means being able to celebrate our 
gifts and talents, looking after ourselves and the 
bodies that God has given us. Having self-respect 
also means nurturing our talents so that we the 
best we can be, honouring how God has made us 
and being confident about who we are. 
 

PTFA 

Over the years we've sorted, re-sorted, washed, re-washed and tried to rehouse 
unused, unwanted and lost clothes.   To help belongings be reunited with the owners 
and raise money for the school we are prompting the use of My Name Tags and Stikins 
labels. The great news is every time an order is made, a commission for the school is 

generated.  At no extra cost for you! 
 
There are lots of other ways to name your children's school clothes, but these can help your child’s 
school as well as you at home. 

 
 
 
 

 
As always thank you. 
If you have any other ways to remotely raise money please let us know. 
Follow us on Facebook at Manston St James PTFA. 

Jesus teaches us, 

"Do for others just what you want them to do for you.” 

Luke 6:31. 

Here Jesus is telling us how we should behave with anyone, 

not just believers. The instruction is 

unconditional: it is simply the right 

way to live. 

 

* Showing gratitude 

* Doing what we say we will do 

* Being a good listener 

* Learning about other peoples’  

   perspectives 

* Taking care of ourselves and  

   treating ourselves well  

www.MyNameTags.com 
Our school ID is 64257  

https://www.stikins.co.uk/  
Our school ID is 12872 

http://www.MyNameTags.com
https://www.stikins.co.uk/

