Newsletter

Friday 24th April 2020

Welcome back to ‘virtual school’ everyone! I hope you all had a wonderful Easter weekend despite it
being quite different to our usual Easter celebrations. Thank you for all of the lovely comments
following the staff Easter Egg Challenge video which was posted last Friday; keep your eyes peeled there may be another message from staff appearing later today! If you haven’t spotted the Easter Egg
Challenge yet it can be found by clicking on the image below:

It’s wonderful to see the fantastic work being completed by so many children (and families). I
appreciate many parents are trying to support their children alongside looking after younger children,
working from home, cooking, cleaning and a plethora of other things; you are doing a fantastic job!
Please remember the optional, reduced list, of learning activities for those days when the daily learning
package isn’t working for your family – we all have those days! The most recent letter about home
learning, containing this information, can be found on the school website on the ‘letters home – whole
school’ page: https://www.manstonstjames.co.uk/news/letters-home
Finally, I would like to remind all of our school families that we are here for you. Please get in contact if
there is anything we can do to support you during this difficult time. Family circumstances are changing
daily. Many people are finding themselves in challenging circumstances and are unsure where to go for
help. We are here to help. We may be apart but you are never alone.
We will always be together as members of the family of Manston St James’, ‘rooted and grounded’ in
God’s love.
With love, Mrs Dunn

Church News
A MESSAGE TO ALL OUR FAMILIES, FROM ST JAMES’ CHURCH & REVEREND CAROLYN

www.stjamesmanston.church
St James the Great Manston

Reverend Carolyn has been keeping in regular contact
with school and is missing you all; she has prepared
some family collective worship for you to follow. This
can be found on the school website:
https://www.manstonstjames.co.uk/

@StManston

“…nothing can separate us from the love God has for us, in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8.39)
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Home Learning
As we recently communicated, we would like to continue to positively reinforce the children’s efforts by
recognising children’s fantastic home learning.
Each week, we will be emailing out Certificates of Achievement to two children in each class, chosen by
their teacher. The certificates may be awarded for consistently high engagement, improved effort or a
stand out piece of work. Look out in your inboxes in case an e-certificate arrives!
As always, if you have any problems accessing the learning at home, please contact your child’s class
teacher through the year group email.
A huge thank you for all your hard work and efforts at home at this challenging time, it’s greatly
appreciated.
We are also awarding points to classes for any effort
made on home learning –so make sure you continue
to send evidence of learning through to year group
emails and hopefully you will see your class top the
charts!
Congratulations to the top classes for the week beginning 30th March! You’ll notice we have three classes in joint First Place this week! Next week, we will
announce the top three classes for the week beginning 20th April. All the classes scored a lot of points so well done everyone and a huge thank you for all
your efforts at home. Remember that children can earn points for their class for any effort they make
with their home learning, no matter how small.

Our Latest Work
Year 1’s sunflowers are getting
really tall!

Year 1’s sunflowers are getting really tall!
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Our Latest Work cont.

One of our year 2 pupils
found a picture of a mask in
a book. He then traced it,
made it out of salt dough
and finally painted it!

Above & Below, Year 4 have been doing
lots of artwork to support our NHS and
to celebrate the MSJ blossom trees
which are looking beautiful at the
moment.,

Our children in school have made
papier mache baskets for a treasure hunt, made pictures out of
flowers, grass and sticks found
outside, tried yoga in the sunshine
and visited the pond area.
One of our Y4 children made a treasure hunt and presented a
map and clues to their mum. There was even treasure involved!

One of our year 5 pupils was inspired by Captain Tom Moore and has
now set themselves the challenge of running 100 miles for NHS Charities Together. Well Done George!
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Messages from staff

I hope everyone is keeping well and I am certainly missing everyone in school very much. Thank you so much to all the wonderful
photos and messages that have been sent through so far. It really
brightens up my day seeing photographs of the children having
lots of fun at home with big smiles. I'm keeping myself busy doing
some extensive redecorating work on my house. I’ve been getting
paint everywhere including in my hair! I have also been baking
banana bread, I can't get enough of it! I look forward to seeing
you all soon. Love from Mrs Johnson XXX

I hope you have all stayed safe at home and
enjoyed spending some extra quality time
with your parents. I have loved looking at all
the lovely work that you have emailed to me.
I am really impressed by the sunflowers that
I’ve seen and a little jealous as they are all doing much better than mine. I have been busy
at home looking after Henry and gardening
while the weather has been so lovely.
I look forward to receiving
more wonderful emails showing off all the amazing work
you have been doing at home.
Take care, Mr Gatman

To everybody in 2B, a big hello! I am missing you all

very much, but I am glad that you are safe at home.
Every time I get an email from adults at home to show
me your work, or I see your work
on Purple Mash, I get a huge smile
on my face. Well done for working
hard at home, I am very proud.
My favourite activities I have been
doing in my free time are baking,
cooking, going for a walk or run,
playing the saxophone and clarinet
and doing lots of video chats with
my brothers and sisters! Stay
safe and I hope to see you soon.
Love from Mrs Burton

I hope you’re all staying safe at
home and enjoying the lovely
sunshine.
Thank you for all your amazing
work and the effort you have been
putting in. I have been busy taking
my dog on walks and eating lots of
chocolate eggs. Missing you all,
please stay home and safe :-) Miss Webster
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Online Safety Briefing
Online Safety We recognise that modern technology offers significant opportunities for learning and
socialising and ever more so in these difficult times. Responsible use of technology to learn,
communicate with friends and family and access support will be really important as the opportunities
for face to face communication are restricted. We want to ensure that students and parents/carers
understand how to ensure young people stay safe online.
Advice for Staying Safe Online (information to share with your children)
*Keep personal information private, do not share personal details like your address, school, phone
number or location. Avoid posting anything that can identify you to a specific location such as your
school, football club etc. That includes avoiding posting pictures in an identifiable uniform or saying
where you are going online.
*Make sure your security settings are in place so that you control who sees anything you share online
and check these regularly. Don’t share your passwords even with friends, make them hard to guess and
if you think your account has been hacked or cloned report it straight away and change your password.
*Remember that people online are not always who they say they are. Never agree to meet someone in
person you have only met online. If someone makes you feel uncomfortable online, log off or block
them and tell a trusted adult. Use reporting buttons to report inappropriate behaviour.
*Think before you post or send anything online, would you be happy for anyone to see it? Even if you
send something privately the person you are sending it to could screen shot it and share it. Would you
be happy for your family to see it? What about a future employer?
*Don’t accept or open files from people you don’t know they could contain viruses or inappropriate
messages or pictures. Delete suspicious emails.
*Not all information online is reliable, check if it is a trusted source before using it. Beware of pop ups
that take you to less trusted sites and check web addresses look genuine. Beware of fraudulent emails,
texts and links that take you to fake sites and never give your bank details even if they are promising
you a cash prize or refund.
*Be aware that most people are likely to exaggerate online and only share their perception of events,
people often only share the best times. It’s not likely to reflect their everyday real life and you shouldn’t
compare it to yours.
*It’s good to know what’s going on in the world but if it gets too much take a break from it and do
something that takes you off line and helps you relax or focus on something else.
*If you do send something you regret or feel you shouldn’t please tell someone so we can try and help
you put things right. Don’t let anyone use something you have shared online to make you do or say
things you are not okay with.
What should you do if you are worried? All staff who work in school have a responsibility to
safeguard and protect children and young people. If you are worried please speak to one of our
safeguarding team. Safeguarding staff are available through the school number 0113 859 2073 or by
email via the school office info@manstonstjames.co.uk.
If you are worried you have been a victim of online abuse or you're worried about somebody else you
can also report this to CEOP online at www.ceop.police.uk/safety-centre
www.thinkuknow.co.uk have advice for all different ages including parents/carers on all sports of online
issues and where you can get support. If you're being bullied online and would like to talk to someone
in confidence you can also speak to Childline on 0800 1111 or talk to them online at
www.childline.org.uk/get-support/contacting-childline
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PTFA

Thank you so much for reading and sharing ideas on our Facebook page over the past couple of weeks.
It would be great to keep this momentum going and I know lots of members are really appreciating it.
These can be educational topics or tips on how you're managing to keep our children entertained and
stopping the sibling arguments.
We monitor our Facebook page regularly so your posts will be approved quickly.
Find us at Manston St James PTFA. If you don't like posting onto Facebook that's fine, please e-mail us at
fomsjames@gmail.com and we can do it for you.

Christian Value—Respect
This half term our Christian value is Respect. Respect has different meanings but all play a part in how Christians
value themselves and the lives of others. Respecting those that love and care for us, our parents, carers and those
in the local community is an important value at Manston St James Primary Academy. We should appreciate what
is done for us, finding cooperation not conflict and take responsibility. Romans 13 states that we should, “Pay
others the honour and respect you owe them.”
Jesus teaches us,
In our school we believe everyone is special;
everyone's opinion matters; everyone's contribution is
important; everyone's feelings should be considered;
everyone's faith is sacred. Christians recognise that
respect needs to start with ourselves, we are all
unique. Having self-respect means being able to
celebrate our gifts and talents, looking after ourselves
and the bodies that God has given us. Having selfrespect also means nurturing our talents so that we
the best we can be, honouring how God has made us
and being confident about who we are.

"Do for others just what you want them to do for you.” Luke 6:31.

Here Jesus is telling us how we should behave with anyone, not just
believers. The instruction is unconditional: it is simply the right

way to live.

* Showing gratitude
* Doing what we say we will do
* Being a good listener
* Learning about other peoples’
perspectives
* Taking care of ourselves and
treating ourselves well

This week we have attached some ideas to the
newsletter to support you and your family to explore
the Christian value of respect.

.

Safety
We take safety very seriously at our school. If you have any concerns or observations regarding
health and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs Cockerham.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth or Mrs
Blackmore
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