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This week some of our year 6 pupils have been doing their Bikeability Training.  As well as gaining 
confidence on the roads they also had to master the obstacle course! 

Our year 2 pupils had a visit from the Bee Man on Monday. He 
couldn’t bring the Bees as it was too cold but he did bring some  
Honey and lots of other items associated with Bee Keeping.  

Year 4 have been creating Roman shields. The children have 
been inspired by various designs and have used different 
items to make their shield extra special.  



Meet the Governors  

 
 
 
 

As an ex-pupil of Manston St James and a local resident I was keen to 
become more involved in the school and so in 2016 I applied to become a 
member of the Local Governing Body.  
 
I have great memories of my time as a pupil at Manston St James and 
wanted to do my bit to ensure that the school maintains its creativity, 
energy, diversity and values, given the many challenges that all schools are 
now facing.  
 

I am married and have 2 “grown up” daughters and 3 fantastic grandchildren, who all live within the 
Parish boundaries. When I’m not working or undertaking Governor duties, I spend lots of time in the 
countryside and am a member of a walking group who undertake annual challenges such as the 3 Peaks 
and Lyke Wake Walk. I have worked in the Social Care sector for over 26 years and am currently the 
Operations Director at a Leeds based Social Enterprise whom provide care and support services 
to people with a learning disability.   
 
Whilst I am not an educational specialist, my work means that I am well practiced in strategic planning 
and risk management, as well as having specialist knowledge on the needs of individuals who may 
require involvement from Health and Social Care services. In September 2017 I was appointed Chair of 
Governors and am supported by the other members of the Governing Body whom have a wide range of 
skills and are deeply committed to the school. 
 
The Governing Body provides strategic leadership and accountability for the Academy. The role is not 

about fundraising, neither is it about cheerleading for the school - though Governors might do both 

those things. The role is not about operational management – at all times it is the Head of School who is 

responsible for the day-to-day management and control of the academy and the implementation of the 

strategic framework established by the governing body.  The main aim of the Governing Body is to 

maintain and improve the standards of achievement in the Manston St James, and its key functions are 

to:     *Oversee the financial performance of the academy and make sure its money is being well 

 spent.       

 *Hold the Head of School to account for the educational performance of the academy and its 

 pupils.   

 *Ensure clarity of vision, ethos and strategic direction. 

 

We do this by meeting on a regular basis and receiving various reports, as well as undertaking monitored 

visits and learning walks to assess quality. All the Governors take on a lead role for specific areas, for 

example I am the Lead Governor for Safeguarding. 

 

Either myself or one of the other Governors will be present at the Parents Evenings this year, please feel 
free to come and join us for a cuppa.  
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Each week we are going to introduce you to a different governor. 
This week it’s the turn of Neil Morrisroe, Chair of Governors.  



The Parent’s Evening booking system closes at 9pm on Sunday 20th October.  Parent’s Evening will take 
place on:  
 
Tuesday 22nd October 3.50pm to 5.00pm for Years R, 1, 2, 3, 5, & 6   
Wednesday 23rd October 3.50pm to 5.00pm for Year 4  only  
Thursday 24th October 3.50pm to 7.00pm for years R, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6    
 
You can also make appointments to see Mrs Perry (Speech and Language) if needed on Tuesday 22nd 
October.    
 
It is essential that you attend one of these evenings. Please note that children are also invited to attend 
the consultation if you are happy for them to do so.   
 
ALREADY REGISTERED? 
* Log on to www.msj.schoolappointments.com 
* If you registered last time round you should just need to use your log in details: your children will still 
be on the system for you to book an appointment 
 
NOT REGISTERED?  
* Log on to www.msj.schoolappointments.com 
* Click on register 
* Follow the simple instructions on this screen to register with your choice of username and password.   
(You can then add your child or children’s names)  
 
TO BOOK  
* Click on the appointments tab 
* Click on your child’s class teacher 
* The appointment schedule will come up and you choose your date, time and save 
* You can alter or delete any appointment if your circumstances change  
 
If you have any problems please come to the school office and we will try to assist you.  
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Parent Consultations  

Cycling Protocol and Mobile Phones  

Cycling—if your child cycles to school please complete a copy of our cycling protocol. They are available 
from the school office.  
 
Mobile Phones—if your child brings a mobile phone to school they should be handed in at the office 
before the start of the school day and collected at the end of the day. If you haven't completed the 

Attendance  

Well done  to the following 4 classes with the best attendance for week  14.10.19—18.10.19 

 

6S—99.6% 1G—99.3% 5W—98.9% 5S—98.9% 

http://www.msj.schoolappointments.com
http://www.msj.schoolappointments.com
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PTFA  

Fundraising from your armchair 
We promised and we delivered.  You can now help fundraise without baking and instead 
earn the school some money whilst you shop on-line from your own home.  
How? 
We have registered the school on a portal used by PTFA's in other schools within the trust 
and wider education.  Its called 'The Giving Machine'.   Schools have raised hundreds of 
pounds with no additional cost to the shopper.  The companies you shop through donate a 
percentage of your sale to the school!   There are hundreds of Retail companies to choose from such as 
Topshop, Oasis and Amazon. 
 
All you need to do is click on the link below to get started or download the app from your app store. 
 
www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/manston-st-james-primary-academy-school 
 
Any problems please let us know by emailing fomsjames@gmail.com or via Facebook at Manston St 
James PTFA 
 
Need more uniform? 
The pre-loved clothing rails with lots of winter uniform essentials will be in the school hall next week 
during parents evening. 
 
PTFA Open meetings 
These are now every half term with our next one on Tuesday 12th November at 6.30pm in the school 
staff room.   
 
Facebook 
If you would like to keep up with all the fundraising and school events organised by the PTFA please 
follow us on Facebook.  Manston St James PTFA  

Notices  

Paperless Communications -  If a letter requires a reply then we will send a paper copy home, however 
any other letters will be sent via Parentpay. Please make sure your Parentpay accounts have the correct 
telephone numbers and email addresses. Please note, after the October half term we will not be sending 
any paper copies of the newsletter home. A paper copy will be available at the office for you to read.  
 
National School Meal Week—have you returned the National School Meals Week form? We are offering 
all pupils in school the chance to have a school meal every day Monday 11th to Thursday 15th 
November for just £1 per day (Year 3 upwards). Children in reception and KS1 have universal free school 
meals so do not need to pay. Please return the form regardless of whether your child already has school 
meals or packed lunches. This is so we can compare the take up of this offer.  
 
Snacks in school - In Reception and KS1, children are provided with a piece of fruit at playtime. KS2 are 
invited to bring in a piece of fruit for morning break. Please do not send your child(ren) with cereal bars 
and chocolate for break time. This guidance is in line with National School Nutrition Standards.  
 
 

http://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk/causes/manston-st-james-primary-academy-school
mailto:fomsjames@gmail.com
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Key Dates for the Academic Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 

Safety 

We take safety very seriously at our school 
If you have any concerns or observations regarding health and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs 
Cockerham.   
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth  or Mrs 
Blackmore  

Week  
Commencing  

Autumn Term Dates  

21st Oct  Mon 21st—Wed 23rd Y6 Bikeability  
Tues 22nd Parent consultations 3.50pm—5.00pm (Years R, 1, 2, 3, 5 & 6) 
Wed 23rd Parent consultations 3.50pm— 5.00pm (Year 4 ONLY) 
Thurs 24th Parent consultations 3.50pm—7.00pm (Years R, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6) 
Fri 25th Break up 3.30pm for half term (1 week)  

28th Oct  Half Term School is closed for 1 week 

4th Nov  Mon 4th school re-opens  

11th Nov   Fri 15th Training Day (school closed) 

18th Nov Mon 18th Training Day (school closed) 
Tues 19th Open Morning for 2020 reception parents  09.30-11.00 

25th Nov   

Christian Value—Generosity  

Christian Value for This Half Term – Generosity 
Often when people talk about generosity they are thinking about sharing money 
and belongings but generosity is bigger than just that. Generosity can also be 
about sharing your time and abilities with others. We are going to be thinking 
about generosity this term as our value.  Generous people often say that they 
receive much more than they give. Perhaps this is because when someone is 
generous to us, it makes us want to be generous in return. The opposite of being 
generous is being selfish. 

Some things to think about: 
How have you been generous? 
How did someone respond to your generosity? 
How do you show generosity to someone you finder harder to get along with? 
What kind of person would you prefer to have as a friend? 
Who is the most generous person you know? Why did you pick them? 
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Week  
Commencing  

Spring Term Dates  

6th Jan  Mon 6th School re-opens  
Tues 7th Open Morning for 2020 reception parents 
Thurs 9th Epiphany Service in Church 9am ALL WELCOME  

13th Jan  Mon 13th Y6 SATS meeting for parents 3.40pm  
Tues 14th Y2 SATS meeting for parents 3.40pm  
Fri 17th Y1 Phonics Screen Check meeting for parents 3.40pm  

20th Jan   

27th Jan   

3rd Feb  
 

Fri 7th year 6 Class Assembly 09.05am  Year 6 parents welcome  

10th Feb  Fri 14th Break up for Halfterm (1 week)  

17th Feb  HALFTERM school closed for 1 week  

24th Feb  Mon 24th School re-opens  
Tues 25th Pancake Pandemonium  
Wed 26th Ashing service in Church 10.30am  

2nd March  Thur 5th World Book Day  
Fri 6th Year 4 Class Assembly 09.05am . Year 4 parents welcome.  

9th March   

16th March  Tues 17th Parent Consultations (time TBC) 
Thurs 19th Mothering Sunday in Church 09.05am ALL WELCOME  
Thurs 19th Parents Consultations (time TBC) 
Fri 20th Year 3 Class Assembly 09.05am. Year 3 parents welcome  
 

23rd March  Mon 23rd—Fri 27th Year 5 Lineham Farm residential  

30th March  Thur 9th Easter Service in Church 09.05am ALL WELCOME  
Fri 3rd Break up 3.30pm for Easter Break (2 weeks)  

6th April  School closed  

13th April  School closed  

Key Dates for the Academic Year 

Week  
Commencing  

Autumn Term Dates  

2nd Dec Tues 3rd Open Morning for 2020 reception parents  09.30—11.00 
Wed 4th Christingle making  
Thurs 5th Christingle services in church. KS2 9am. Rec/KS1 10.30am.  
Fri 6th PTFA Winter Fair  

9th Dec Wed 11th—Fri 13th Year 6 Robinwood residential  
Thur 12th Reception Nativity 9.45am (school hall ) 
Fri 13th Year 1 Nativity 9.45am (school hall) 

16th Dec  Tues 17th Year 2 Nativity 9.45am (school hall)  
Tues 17th Years 3 and 4 Nativity 6pm in Church  
Wed 18th Years 5 and 6 carol singing in the playground 3.30pm  
Thurs 19th Christmas Service in Church 2pm  
Fri 20th Christmas Lunch & Class Parties  
Fri 20th Break up 3.30pm for Christmas Holidays (2 weeks) 
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Week  
Commencing  

Summer Term Dates  

20th April Mon 20th School re-opens 
Mon 20th—Wed 22nd Year 4 Boggle Hole residential  
Thurs 23rd Eastertide Service in Church 09.05am  

27th April  Fri 1st Year 5 Class Assembly . Year 5 parents welcome  

4th May Fri 8th BANK HOLIDAY (school closed) 

11th May   

18th May  Fri 22nd Year 1 Class Assembly 09.05am. Year 1 parents welcome  
Fri 22nd Break up for half-term (1 week)  

25th May  School Closed  

1st June Mon 1st Training Day (school closed) 
Wed 3rd 2020-2021 Reception Parents Meeting 6pm  

8th June Fri 12th Year 2 Class Assembly. Year 2 parents welcome  

15th June Thurs 18th Sports Day Y1—Y6 (times TBC) 
Fri 19th Sports Day Reception  

22nd June Thurs 25th Year 6 production (time tbc) 

29th June Thurs 2nd Reserve Sports Day  
Fri 3rd Reserve Sports Day Reception  

6th July  Fri 10th Reception Class Assembly 09.05am. Reception class parents welcome  

13th July  Wed 15th Open Afternoon for existing parents 2.30-3.15 
Wed 15th Drop in Parents Evening 3.45 – 5.00 
Fri 17th Leavers Service in Church 09.15am ALL WELCOME  
Fri 17th Break up for Summer Holidays 3.30pm  

20th July  Mon 20th Training Day (school now closed until September)  

Key Dates for the Academic Year 


