Newsletter

11th October 2019

From Mrs Dunn
Nature Garden
Thank you to the parents and staff who volunteered their time on Saturday morning to help rid our school pond
of the invasive weed I spoke about last week. It was unbelievable what was achieved in a few hours - we
transformed a boggy, green mass into a pond!
The next step will be to clear some of the other overgrown areas within the nature garden and restore the area
to its former glory. We will then be able to use the area with groups of children, which is really exciting!
If you could spare some time and would like to be help with the next phase of restoration, please drop an email
to the school office or let Helen Skinner (PTFA Chair) know via the PTFA Facebook page.
Harvest
It was wonderful to see so many parents and families at our Harvest Service in church on Monday. I’m sure you
will agree that the contributions from each year group were lovely and reminded us to be thankful for what we
have and to give generously to those less fortunate. Thank you to everyone who supported the harvest
collection – we had a huge number of donations which have now been distributed to local residents and sent to
the food banks or PAFRAS.
Resilience Rocks and BBC Radio Leeds
On Tuesday our Year 6 classes were involved in a music based workshop which taught the children some
techniques to help them deal with pressure and to become more mentally resilient. We recognise that life for
young people can be very challenging in 2019 and we have a lot of support in school for those pupils who are
encountering difficulties at home or in school. However, we also recognise the importance of preventative work
and equipping children with the tools to be mentally strong and healthy. BBC Radio Leeds heard about this and
visited school to speak to some children about the impact of the Resilience Rocks workshop as part of their
feature on mental health and well-being day on Thursday 10th October. Being interviewed for the radio was very
exciting however what was even better was receiving an email from one of the facilitators the day after the
workshop describing our year 6 class as ‘engaged with a real willingness to learn’. The facilitator also stated that
she was ‘genuinely impressed with the answers some of the children gave, which demonstrated resilience and
emotional intelligence’. Fantastic work year 6!
Reminders and requests
End of day
Please could I remind parents about the arrangements for collecting children from years 2-6 at the end of the
school day and ask that you stand opposite the line of your youngest child when waiting to collect. If it is raining
please could you vacate the shelter as soon as the children start entering the playground as this space is used as a
thoroughfare and as a collection point for children going to after school club. I apologise that this means there is
nowhere to shelter if it is raining.
Bags
We have a huge problem storing coats and bags in school. We have no designated cloakrooms therefore PE bags
and coats are stored in busy classrooms and corridors. Added to this lots of children bring large rucksacks to
school, daily, which often contain a variety of items that are either unnecessary or not allowed in school. I
appreciate that some children returned to school in September with a beautiful new rucksack and I would like to
stress I am not expecting anyone to purchase anything new. However, I am requesting that as bags are replaced,
PE kits are sent to school in a simple drawstring bag, clearly labelled with your child’s name, and any other items
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From Mrs Dunn
(for example reading books and homework) are brought to school in a small, flat bag. Book bags are
brilliant as they can be easily stored in the children’s drawers or a central place in the classroom.
Please could I also request that you regularly check your child’s bag to ensure it does not contain any
additional food items, stationary, toys, unnecessary or inappropriate items. All food items should be in a
packed lunch bag with the exception of fruit for morning break. Children in KS2 are allowed to bring a
piece of fruit to eat at morning break. This needs to be removed from bags/lunchboxes and stored in
the designated place in the classroom. Children will not be allowed to go into the annex (where the
lunchboxes are stored) or into rucksacks to retrieve a piece of fruit once the school day has started.
Please could I assure you that we are not reinforcing these rules and routines to be ‘mean’ or unpleasant
– quite the opposite! We want ALL of our 412 children to feel safe, to be happy and to thrive. To do this
we need clear rules, routines and expectations in and around school. Your support with this is greatly
appreciated and impacts upon the whole school community. Thank you in anticipation.
Happy weekend!
Ashleigh Dunn
Headteacher

This Week
On Monday we held our annual Harvest Festival Service in Church. In the afternoon some of our
year 6 pupils delivered hampers of produce to our some of our local parishioners. They were very
gratefully received. Thank you for all of your donations.
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Parent Consultations
The Parent’s Evening booking system opens at 6pm on Friday 4th October and closes at 9pm on Sunday
20th October. Parent’s Evening will take place on:
Tuesday 22nd October 3.50pm to 5.00pm for Years R, 1, 2, 3, 5, & 6
Wednesday 23rd October 3.50pm to 5.00pm for Year 4 only
Thursday 24th October 3.50pm to 7.00pm for years R, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6
You can also make appointments to see Mrs Perry (Speech and Language) if needed on Tuesday 22nd
October.
It is essential that you attend one of these evenings. Please note that children are also invited to attend
the consultation if you are happy for them to do so.
ALREADY REGISTERED?
* Log on to www.msj.schoolappointments.com
* If you registered last time round you should just need to use your log in details: your children will still
be on the system for you to book an appointment
NOT REGISTERED?
* Log on to www.msj.schoolappointments.com
* Click on register
* Follow the simple instructions on this screen to register with your choice of username and password.
(You can then add your child or children’s names)

TO BOOK
* Click on the appointments tab
* Click on your child’s class teacher
* The appointment schedule will come up and you choose your date, time and save
* You can alter or delete any appointment if your circumstances change
If you have any problems please come to the school office and we will try to assist you.

Cycling Protocol and Mobile Phones
Cycling—if your child cycles to school please complete a copy of our cycling protocol. They are available
from the school office.
Mobile Phones—if your child brings a mobile phone to school they should be handed in at the office
before the start of the school day and collected at the end of the day. If you haven't completed the

Attendance
Well done

to the following 3 classes with the best attendance for week 07.10.19—11.10.19

6CO—100%

3B— 99.3%

6S—99.3%
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Notices
Paperless Commuications - If a letter requires a reply then we will send a paper copy home, however
any other letters will be sent via Parentpay. Please make sure your Parentpay accounts have the correct
telephone numbers and email addresses. Please note, after the October half term we will not be
sending any paper copies of the newsletter home. A paper copy will be available at the office for you
to read.
National School Meal Week—have you returned the National School Meals Week form? We are offering
all pupils in school the chance to have a school meal every day Monday 11th to Thursday 15th
November for just £1 per day (Year 3 upwards). Children in reception and KS1 have universal free school
meals so do not need to pay. Please return the form even if your child has a school meal normally—this
will help us to compare take up figures from previous weeks.

Snacks in school - In Reception and KS1, children are provided with a piece of fruit at playtime. KS2 are
invited to bring in a piece of fruit for morning break. Please do not send your child(ren) with cereal bars
and chocolate for break time. This guidance is in line with National School Nutrition Standards.

PTFA
Pond update - Thank you for all the support and lovely messages received since
working on the pond last weekend. For photos of everyone's hard work, please
check out our Facebook page. Manston St James PTFA
Christmas
This years Christmas Fair is on Friday 6th December 3.30pm - 5pm
We are looking for donations of;
Bric a brac - good quality working games, toys, handbags etc
Christmas decorations - baubles, lights
Empty and full wine bottles!!
Christmas jumpers, dresses, t-shirts and ties
Soft washed toys
Also, we are looking to find out if any parents or friends of the school work in retail and have a staff
discount e.g. buying sweets, tea bags etc.
INSTEAD OF TAKING YOUR DONATIONS TO THE SCHOOL OFFICE PLEASE DROP THEM AT THE SINGLE
GARAGE IN THE LARGE PLAYGROUND ON MONDAY AND TUESDAY MORNINGS OR FRIDAY
AFTERNOONS. FROM NOW UNTIL 4TH DECEMBER.
Pre-loved clothes
All our pre-loved washed winter uniform will be out to purchase in the school hall on the parents
evenings next week. The honestly box will be available for your donations.
If you have PE t-shirts to swap or looking for new one's please check out the swap shop. You'll find the
box underneath the office window in the school reception area.
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Safety
We take safety very seriously at our school
If you have any concerns or observations regarding health and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs
Cockerham.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth or Mrs
Blackmore

Christian Value—Generosity

Christian Value for This Half Term – Generosity
Often when people talk about generosity they are thinking about sharing money
and belongings but generosity is bigger than just that. Generosity can also be
about sharing your time and abilities with others. We are going to be thinking
about generosity this term as our value. Generous people often say that they
receive much more than they give. Perhaps this is because when someone is
generous to us, it makes us want to be generous in return. The opposite of being
generous is being selfish.

Some things to think about:
How have you been generous?
How did someone respond to your generosity?
How do you show generosity to someone you finder harder to get along with?
What kind of person would you prefer to have as a friend?
Who is the most generous person you know? Why did you pick them?

Key Dates for the Academic Year

Week
Commencing

Autumn Term Dates

14th Oct

Mon 14th—Fri 18th Y6 Bikeability
Fri 18th Reading parents sessions 2.30pm School Hall
Mon 21st—Wed 23rd Y6 Bikeability
Tues 22nd Parent consultations 3.50pm—5.00pm (Years R, 1, 2, 3, 5 & 6)
Wed 23rd Parent consultations 3.50pm— 5.00pm (Year 4 ONLY)
Thurs 24th Parent consultations 3.50pm—7.00pm (Years R, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6)
Fri 25th Break up 3.30pm for half term (1 week)
Half Term School is closed for 1 week

21st Oct

28th Oct
4th Nov
11th Nov
18th Nov

Mon 4th school re-opens
Fri 15th Training Day (school closed)
Mon 18th Training Day (school closed)
Tues 19th Open Morning for 2020 reception parents 09.30-11.00

25th Nov
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Key Dates for the Academic Year
Week
Commencing

Autumn Term Dates

2nd Dec

Tues 3rd Open Morning for 2020 reception parents 09.30—11.00
Wed 4th Christingle making
Thurs 5th Christingle services in church. KS2 9am. Rec/KS1 10.30am.
Fri 6th PTFA Winter Fair
Wed 11th—Fri 13th Year 6 Robinwood residential
Thur 12th Reception Nativity 9.45am (school hall )
Fri 13th Year 1 Nativity 9.45am (school hall)
Tues 17th Year 2 Nativity 9.45am (school hall)
Tues 17th Years 3 and 4 Nativity 6pm in Church
Wed 18th Years 5 and 6 carol singing in the playground 3.30pm
Thurs 19th Christmas Service in Church 2pm
Fri 20th Christmas Lunch & Class Parties
Fri 20th Break up 3.30pm for Christmas Holidays (2 weeks)

9th Dec
16th Dec

Week
Commencing

Spring Term Dates

6th Jan

Mon 6th School re-opens
Tues 7th Open Morning for 2020 reception parents
Thurs 9th Epiphany Service in Church 9am ALL WELCOME
Mon 13th Y6 SATS meeting for parents 3.40pm
Tues 14th Y2 SATS meeting for parents 3.40pm
Fri 17th Y1 Phonics Screen Check meeting for parents 3.40pm

13th Jan
20th Jan
27th Jan
3rd Feb
10th Feb
17th Feb
24th Feb
2nd March
9th March
16th March

23rd March
30th March
6th April
13th April

Fri 7th year 6 Class Assembly 09.05am Year 6 parents welcome
Fri 14th Break up for Halfterm (1 week)
HALFTERM school closed for 1 week
Mon 24th School re-opens
Tues 25th Pancake Pandemonium
Wed 26th Ashing service in Church 10.30am
Thur 5th World Book Day
Fri 6th Year 4 Class Assembly 09.05am . Year 4 parents welcome.

Tues 17th Parent Consultations (time TBC)
Thurs 19th Mothering Sunday in Church 09.05am ALL WELCOME
Thurs 19th Parents Consultations (time TBC)
Fri 20th Year 3 Class Assembly 09.05am. Year 3 parents welcome
Mon 23rd—Fri 27th Year 5 Lineham Farm residential
Thur 9th Easter Service in Church 09.05am ALL WELCOME
Fri 3rd Break up 3.30pm for Easter Break (2 weeks)
School closed
School closed
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Key Dates for the Academic Year
Week
Commencing

Summer Term Dates

20th April

Mon 20th School re-opens
Mon 20th—Wed 22nd Year 4 Boggle Hole residential
Thurs 23rd Eastertide Service in Church 09.05am

27th April

Fri 1st Year 5 Class Assembly . Year 5 parents welcome

4th May

Fri 8th BANK HOLIDAY (school closed)

11th May

18th May
25th May

Fri 22nd Year 1 Class Assembly 09.05am. Year 1 parents welcome
Fri 22nd Break up for half-term (1 week)
School Closed

1st June

Mon 1st Training Day (school closed)
Wed 3rd 2020-2021 Reception Parents Meeting 6pm

8th June
15th June

Fri 12th Year 2 Class Assembly. Year 2 parents welcome

22nd June
29th June
6th July
13th July

20th July

Thurs 18th Sports Day Y1—Y6 (times TBC)
Fri 19th Sports Day Reception
Thurs 25th Year 6 production (time tbc)
Thurs 2nd Reserve Sports Day
Fri 3rd Reserve Sports Day Reception
Fri 10th Reception Class Assembly 09.05am. Reception class parents welcome
Wed 15th Open Afternoon for existing parents 2.30-3.15
Wed 15th Drop in Parents Evening 3.45 – 5.00
Fri 17th Leavers Service in Church 09.15am ALL WELCOME
Fri 17th Break up for Summer Holidays 3.30pm
Mon 20th Training Day (school now closed until September)
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