
Lovely News 
Since returning to school in September we have been eagerly anticipating the arrival of baby Crabtree, baby 
Hickman and baby Bashir.  I am delighted to announce the safe delivery of Indie Rose (Crabtree), Connie Renata
(Hickman) and Hafsah (Bashir). We look forward to meeting them soon! 
  
PTFA Parents, Teachers and Friends Association) 
On Tuesday evening I attended the PTFA annual general meeting.  As well as the friendly conversation and the 
lovely cake (provided by Nicki our school cook) it was an opportunity to reflect upon the wonderful work of the 
PTFA at Manston St James. Over the past year this group of volunteers have been involved in: 
 
• Supporting with school events (e.g. the new reception class welcome evening, sports day, pancake 
pandemonium and the Year 6 leavers pizza party) 
• Organising a spring disco for pupils 
• Organising a Christmas fair for pupils and school families 
• Organising regular sales of pre-loved uniform and sports t-shirt ‘swaps’ 
 Helping to develop the school grounds i.e. management of the wildlife area and school pond 
 
Many of these events help to raise money for school - in times of diminishing school budgets we often turn to the 
PTFA to help us to provide the ‘little extras’ which enhance school life. However, the biggest impact of the PTFA is 
in bringing people together to have fun and achieve positive outcomes for our school community. This cannot 
happen without a team of willing volunteers.  I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone who has been 
involved in the work of the PTFA over the last year, particularly Helen Skinner (Chair), Joanne Ismay (Vice Chair), 
Ellen Dempsey (Secretary) and Rosina Rouissi (Treasurer).  I look forward to continuing to work closely with the 
PTFA in the future. The next PTFA meeting is on 12th November at 6:30pm – I hope to see you there.   
 
Regular Home Reading 
As part of our Home Learning Policy we ask that you read at home with your child – at least 4 times each 
week.  Listed below are ten benefits of regular reading: 

1) Reading is a fun. 
A book or an e-reader doesn't take up much space and is light to carry, so you can take it anywhere. you will 
never be bored if you have a book in your bag. 

2) Reading is a great way to spend time together. 
Reading together on the sofa, sharing bedtime stories and visiting the library are just some ways of spending time 
together. 
        3) Children who read often and widely get better at it. 
After all, practice makes perfect in almost everything humans do, and reading in no different. 

4) Reading exercises our brain. 
Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain than watching TV, for example. Reading 
strengthens and builds NEW connections within the brain. 

5) Reading improves concentration. 
Children have to sit still and quiet so that they can focus on the story when they are reading. If they read often, 
they will develop the skill to do this for longer.  

6) Reading teaches children about the world around them.      Cont. 
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6) Reading teaches children about the world around them. 
Through reading a variety of books children learn about people, places, and events outside of their own 
experience. 

7) Reading improves vocabulary and language skills. 
Children learn new words as they read. Subconsciously, they absorb information on how to structure sentences 
and how to use words and other language features effectively in their writing and speaking. 

8) Reading develops a child's imagination. 
As we read our brains translate the descriptions we read of people, places and things into pictures. While we are 
engaged in a story we are also imagining how a character is feeling. Young children then bring this knowledge into 
their everyday play. 

9) Reading helps children to develop empathy. 
As children develop they begin to imagine how they would feel when put in someone else's situation. Reading 
stories and empathising with characters encourages this development.  

10) Children who read achieve better in school. 
Reading promotes achievement in all subjects, not just English. Children who are good readers tend to achieve 
better across the curriculum. 
Happy reading everyone!  
  
Macmillan Event 
Thank you to everyone who has been involved in the Macmillan charity event in school today.  Thank you to Mrs 
Hargreaves and Mrs Caygill-Boothroyd, our ‘Macmillan coordinators’, and also to parents, staff, friends and 
relatives who ensured the event was a success by baking, buying and eating cakes! I will update you on how much 
we have raised to support Macmillan in the next newsletter. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful weekend. 
With thanks for your support. 
Ashleigh Dunn 
Headteacher 
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Attendance  

Well done  to the following 3 classes with the best attendance for week  23.09.19—27.09.19 

 

RH 100% 2B 99.3% 6S 99.0% 

Notices  

Change of Date - please note the change of date for the Maths Mastery session. This will now be held 
on Friday 11th October.  
 
Permissions forms - your child should have brought home a new permissions form this week. Please 
return them as soon as possible. Our individual school photographs will be taken on Thursday 10th 
October and we cannot take your child’s photograph without this consent form.  
 
Paperless Commuications -  If a letter requires a reply then we will send a paper copy home, however 
any other letters will be sent via Parentpay. Please make sure your Parentpay accounts have the correct 
telephone numbers and email addresses. Please note, after the October half term we will not be sending 
any paper copies of the newsletter home. A paper copy will be available at the office for you to read.  
 
             Cont.  
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PTFA  

Annual General Meeting 
Thank you to those who were able to make the PTFA AGM on Tuesday evening.  A 
special welcome to our new reception children's families who joined the PTFA for 
the first time.   
 
Your Committee for this year was voted in as follows: 
Chair - Helen Skinner 
Vice Chair - Joanne Ismay 
Secretary - Beckie Briggs 
Treasurer - Rosina Rouissi 
 
We sadly say goodbye to Ellen Dempsey who has been an important member of our team for the last 6 
years and our secretary for the last 18 months.  Thank you for all your hard work Ellen and hopefully we 
will see you soon. 
 
Thanks 
Thank you to our volunteers today who have served tea and coffee, helped replenish cakes (and 
hopefully got to eat some too) at the school's Macmillan coffee day.  Thank you to our PTFA member 
Ste, who owns 'Rabbit Hole Coffee' for kindly donating us the coffee cups.  Just another example of a 
way that people can get behind a great cause.  
 
Christmas 
Just to confirm, after recent conflicting information that the school's exciting Christmas fair will be on 
Friday 6th December at 3.30pm.   More details will sent out very shortly. 

Notices cont.  

Snacks in school - In Reception and KS1, children are provided with a piece of fruit at playtime. KS2 are 
invited to bring in a piece of fruit for morning break. Please do not send your child(ren) with cereal bars 
and chocolate for break time. This guidance is in line with National School Nutrition Standards.  
 
Packed Lunches— If your child brings a packed lunch can you please provide your own spoon for 
yoghurts etc. We would also appreciate it if you could ask your child to leave uneaten food in their 
packed lunch bags so that you are aware of how much they have eaten that day.  
 
National School Meal Week—have you returned the National School Meals Week form? We are offering 
all pupils in school the chance to have a school meal every day Monday 11th to Thursday 15th 
November for just £1 per day (Year 3 upwards). Children in reception and KS1 have universal free school 
meals so do not need to pay. Please return the form even if your child has a school meal normally—this 
will help us to compare take up figures from previous weeks.  
 
Bags— all your child should have with them at school is their coat, book bag and packed lunch (if 
required). Can we please ask that large rucksacks are not used for school. We are asking for your 
support with this as our classrooms do not always have the space for large bags, especially with winter 
coats etc. 
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Harvest Festival  

OUR SCHOOL HARVEST SERVICE IS ON MONDAY 7th OCTOBER at 9am in CHURCH 
 
As in previous years the Church side door will be open prior to the start of school (8.30am onwards) for 
those who can pass by and bring in their Harvest Gifts. This enables us to make a display of all the good 
things you generously bring, ready for the service.   
 
Harvest Gifts will be distributed in the following ways:- 
 
Toiletries to PAFRAS (Positive Action for Asylum Seekers) – (soap, shower gel, shampoo, deodorant, 
tooth paste and brushes, safety razors, sanitary towels, babies’ nappies & wipes…)  
 
Tinned / Packet Food to our local FOODBANK –  (cereals, pasta and rice; tinned beans, meat, soups and 
vegetables; tinned fruit, rice-pudding and custard; long life milk and juice; tea, 
coffee, sugar and biscuits). Fresh Produce is taken out to some of our LOCAL  
HOUSEBOUND & NURSING HOMES, and some of the children help us distribute 
this later that day.   

 
Everyone is welcome to attend the Service. 

Church Notice  

         POLITE NOTICE FROM ST JAMES’ CHURCH 

We are having increasing issues with dog waste around the church which I am sure you will agree is 
neither pleasant, nor is it respectful of the churchyard. For those who regularly walk dogs through the 
churchyard on the school run we would ask that you please do not use the churchyard as a place for 
your dog to toilet. If this does unavoidably happen then again please clean up fully and please take your 
dog waste with you, or to a designated council bin. The churchyard bins are not council bins but are 
there for those tending their graves to dispose of flowers etc. for the compost heap, and are emptied by 
our church volunteers. Neither are the bins at the bottom of the side road for public use, they are 
domestic bins belonging to the residents of the Mews Houses and the Vicarage.  
 
Please respect this and take any rubbish with you to deposit in your own bins. 
THANK YOU 

Cycling Protocol and Mobile Phones  

Cycling—if your child cycles to school please complete a copy of our cycling protocol. They are available 
from the school office.  
 
Mobile Phones—if your child brings a mobile phone to school they should be handed in at the office 
before the start of the school day and collected at the end of the day. If you haven't completed the 
mobile protocol form then please contact the school office.  
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Key Dates for the Academic Year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

Safety 

We take safety very seriously at our school 
If you have any concerns or observations regarding health and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs 
Cockerham.   
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth  or Mrs 
Blackmore  

Week  
Commencing  

Autumn Term Dates  

30th Sept  Sat 5th Pond clean up 

7th Oct Mon 7th Harvest Festival in church 09.05am  All welcome  
Thurs 10th Individual School Photographs  
Fri 11th Maths parent session 2.30pm  

14th Oct  Mon 14th—Fri 18th Y6 Bikeability  
Fri 18th Reading parents sessions 2.30pm  

21st Oct  Mon 21st—Wed 23rd Y6 Bikeability  
Tues 22nd Parent consultations 3.50pm—5.00pm (Years R, 1,2,3,5,6) 
Wed 23rd Parent consultations 3.50pm— 5.00pm (Year 4) 
Thurs 24th Parent consultations 3.50pm—7.00pm (Years R—6) 
Fri 25th Break up 3.30pm for half term (1 week)  

28th Oct  Half Term School is closed for 1 week 

4th Nov  Mon 4th school re-opens  

11th Nov   Fri 15th Training Day (school closed) 

18th Nov Mon 18th Training Day (school closed) 
Tues 19th Open Morning for 2020 reception parents  09.30-11.00 

25th Nov   

Christian Value—Generosity  

Christian Value for This Half Term – Generosity 

Often when people talk about generosity they are thinking about sharing money and belongings but generosity is 
bigger than just that. Generosity can also be about sharing your time and abilities with 
others. We are going to be thinking about generosity this term as our value.  Generous 
people often say that they receive much more than they give. Perhaps this is because 
when someone is generous to us, it makes us want to be generous in return. The opposite 
of being generous is being selfish. 

Some things to think about: 
How have you been generous? 

How did someone respond to your generosity? 

How do you show generosity to someone you finder harder to get along with? 

What kind of person would you prefer to have as a friend? 

Who is the most generous person you know? Why did you pick them? 
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Week  
Commencing  

Spring Term Dates  

6th Jan  Mon 6th School re-opens  
Tues 7th Open Morning for 2020 reception parents 
Thurs 9th Epiphany Service in Church 9am ALL WELCOME  

13th Jan  Mon 13th Y6 SATS meeting for parents 3.40pm  
Tues 14th Y2 SATS meeting for parents 3.40pm  
Fri 17th Y1 Phonics Screen Check meeting for parents 3.40pm  

20th Jan   

27th Jan   

3rd Feb  
 

Fri 7th year 6 Class Assembly 09.05am  Year 6 parents welcome  

10th Feb  Fri 14th Break up for Halfterm (1 week)  

17th Feb  HALFTERM school closed for 1 week  

24th Feb  Mon 24th School re-opens  
Tues 25th Pancake Pandemonium  
Wed 26th Ashing service in Church 10.30am  

2nd March  Thur 5th World Book Day  
Fri 6th Year 4 Class Assembly 09.05am . Year 4 parents welcome.  

9th March   

16th March  Tues 17th Parent Consultations (time TBC) 
Thurs 19th Mothering Sunday in Church 09.05am ALL WELCOME  
Thurs 19th Parents Consultations (time TBC) 
Fri 20th Year 3 Class Assembly 09.05am. Year 3 parents welcome  
 

23rd March  Mon 23rd—Fri 27th Year 5 Lineham Farm residential  

30th March  Thur 9th Easter Service in Church 09.05am ALL WELCOME  
Fri 3rd Break up 3.30pm for Easter Break (2 weeks)  

6th April  School closed  

13th April  School closed  

Key Dates for the Academic Year 

Week  
Commencing  

Autumn Term Dates  

2nd Dec Tues 3rd Open Morning for 2020 reception parents  09.30—11.00 
Wed 4th Christingle making  
Thurs 5th Christingle services in church. KS2 9am. Rec/KS1 10.30am.  
Fri 6th PTFA Winter Fair  

9th Dec Wed 11th—Fri 13th Year 6 Robinwood residential  
Thur 12th Reception Nativity 9.45am (school hall ) 
Fri 13th Year 1 Nativity 9.45am (school hall) 

16th Dec  Tues 17th Year 2 Nativity 9.45am (school hall)  
Tues 17th Years 3 and 4 Nativity 6pm in Church  
Wed 18th Years 5 and 6 carol singing in the playground 3.30pm  
Thurs 19th Christmas Service in Church 2pm  
Fri 20th Christmas Lunch & Class Parties  
Fri 20th Break up 3.30pm for Christmas Holidays (2 weeks) 
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Week  
Commencing  

Summer Term Dates  

20th April Mon 20th School re-opens 
Mon 20th—Wed 22nd Year 4 Boggle Hole residential  
Thurs 23rd Eastertide Service in Church 09.05am  

27th April  Fri 1st Year 5 Class Assembly . Year 5 parents welcome  

4th May Fri 8th BANK HOLIDAY (school closed) 

11th May   

18th May  Fri 22nd Year 1 Class Assembly 09.05am. Year 1 parents welcome  
Fri 22nd Break up for half-term (1 week)  

25th May  School Closed  

1st June Mon 1st Training Day (school closed) 
Wed 3rd 2020-2021 Reception Parents Meeting 6pm  

8th June Fri 12th Year 2 Class Assembly. Year 2 parents welcome  

15th June Thurs 18th Sports Day Y1—Y6 (times TBC) 
Fri 19th Sports Day Reception  

22nd June Thurs 25th Year 6 production (time tbc) 

29th June Thurs 2nd Reserve Sports Day  
Fri 3rd Reserve Sports Day Reception  

6th July  Fri 10th Reception Class Assembly 09.05am. Reception class parents welcome  

13th July  Wed 15th Open Afternoon for existing parents 2.30-3.15 
Wed 15th Drop in Parents Evening 3.45 – 5.00 
Fri 17th Leavers Service in Church 09.15am ALL WELCOME  
Fri 17th Break up for Summer Holidays 3.30pm  

20th July  Mon 20th Training Day (school now closed until September)  

Key Dates for the Academic Year 


