Newsletter

13th September 2019

From Mrs Dunn
I’m delighted to say it’s been another lovely week in school. Most days I have managed at least one
visit to every classroom and each time I have spoken to engaged and industrious pupils. It is wonderful
to hear children explaining, with clarity, what they are learning and how they have progressed in their
learning journey. A special mention goes to our Year 6 pupils who are consistently role modelling
excellent behaviour to the rest of the school. They should be very proud of the young adults they are
becoming.

Yesterday we had a very special Service of Welcome and Blessing at St James’ Church. Each child’s
name was read out by their class teacher. This reminded us that each member of our school family is
important, is special, is unique and is loved. Loved by our school family and loved by God. I spoke to
the children about what it means to belong to Manston St James Church of England Primary Academy.
A school that values and supports each individual to ‘live life in all its fullness’ (John 10:10) whilst
recognising that when we work together, we can achieve great things. Every day when your child puts
on their school uniform, it is a reminder that they belong to this very special school.
Last week in the newsletter I wrote about the importance of effective home-school partnerships. It has
been lovely to see so many parents attending the class welcome meetings which have been introduced
this year. Hopefully you have found the meetings both welcoming and informative. We have meetings
for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 scheduled next week and it would be lovely to see as many parents as
possible attending. I do, however, understand that for some parents the timing of these meetings is
tricky - if you are unable to attend you will find the slides on the school website following the meeting.
Have a lovely weekend and I look forward to seeing you back in school on Monday.
With every good wish, Ashleigh Dunn

Harvest Festival
OUR SCHOOL HARVEST SERVICE IS ON MONDAY 7th OCTOBER at 9am in CHURCH
As in previous years the Church side door will be open prior to the start of school
(8.30am onwards) for those who can pass by and bring in their Harvest Gifts. This
enables us to make a display of all the good things you generously bring, ready for the
service.
Harvest Gifts will be distributed in the following ways:Toiletries to PAFRAS (Positive Action for Asylum Seekers) – (soap, shower gel, shampoo, deodorant,
tooth paste and brushes, safety razors, sanitary towels, babies’ nappies & wipes…)
Tinned / Packet Food to our local FOODBANK – (cereals, pasta and rice; tinned beans, meat, soups and
vegetables; tinned fruit, rice-pudding and custard; long life milk and juice; tea, coffee, sugar and biscuits).
Fresh Produce is taken out to some of our LOCAL HOUSEBOUND & NURSING HOMES, and some of the
children help us distribute this later that day.
Everyone is welcome to attend the Service.
Phone: 0113 8592073
email: info@manstonstjames.co.uk
Absence reporting number 0113 8592081
Website: www.manstonstjames.co.uk

Attendance

Well done

to the following 8 classes with 100% attendance for week 09.09.19—13.09.19

2L, 3B, 4C, 4W, 5S, 5W, 6CO and 6S
Notices
PE Kit for 2019-20— From September all children will wear the coloured t-shirts of their house (as they
did on sports day) for all PE lessons. The rest of the PE kit will remain the same. The children will remain
in these colour houses as they move through school. There will be a swap box in the office where t-shirts
that no longer fit can be exchanged. Reception new starters will wear white t-shirts for PE and will be
put into coloured houses at the end of the year before sports day.
Dinners—please ensure dinner monies are paid up front for the week or term. They are £12.00 per
week. We would also like to remind you that changes to lunchtime arrangements should be made in
writing to the school office or by email (info@manstonstjames.co.uk) on a half termly basis.
Year 6 Secondary School open evenings/days — Abbey Grange Thursday 26th September 6.30pm. John
Smeaton Academy Thursday 19th September 4pm—7pm. Bishop Young Academy Saturday 21st
September 10am—1pm. Dates for other schools will follow.
Reminder—we are trying really hard to move onto paperless communication. If a letter requires a reply
then we will send a paper copy home, however any other letters will be sent via Parentpay.

Uniform
Unfortunately, we are seeing an increasing amount of trainers being worn to school. Please note only
sensible black school shoes should be worn with our uniform. Can we also ask that hair accessories are
small and navy blue in colour. Large, coloured bows are not appropriate to be worn with uniform.

PTFA
Exciting events ahead This week we've been busy planning our Annual General Meeting on the 24th
September at 6.30pm. You should have received your invites this week. Please return your slips to
school to help with our planning.
We have also kicked off Christmas planning. The school Christmas fair will be Friday 29th
November after school. More news to follow but if you'd like to help with planning this
event please contact us via Facebook or e-mail fomsjames@gmail.com
Other PTFA lead events happening within this academic year will be:
Spring time disco
Family Summer Fair
For up-to-date news please follow us on Facebook.
Pre-loved uniform We have some great rails of pre-loved uniform. All uniform is washed and in good
condition. We will continue to put this out of the large playground each Friday at pick up whilst the
weather is dry. If you don't regularly do Friday pick up please let us know and we can see if we can help.
Phone: 0113 8592073
email: info@manstonstjames.co.uk
Absence reporting number 0113 8592081
Website: www.manstonstjames.co.uk

Safety
We take safety very seriously at our school
If you have any concerns or observations regarding health and safety please contact: Mrs Dunn or Mrs
Cockerham.
If you have any concerns or questions regarding Child Protection issues contact: Mrs Spofforth or Mrs
Blackmore

Christian Value—Generosity
Christian Value for This Half Term – Generosity
Often when people talk about generosity they are thinking about sharing money and belongings but
generosity is bigger than just that. Generosity can also be about sharing your time
and abilities with others. We are going to be thinking about generosity this term
as our value. Generous people often say that they receive much more than
they give. Perhaps this is because when someone is generous to us, it makes us
want to be generous in return. The opposite of being generous is being selfish.
Some things to think about:
How have you been generous? How did someone respond to your
generosity? How do you show generosity to someone you finder harder to
get along with? What kind of person would you prefer to have as a friend?
Who is the most generous person you know? Why did you pick them?

Key Dates for the Academic Year
Full calendar dates still being finalised. These will be with you next week.
Week
Commencing

Autumn Term Dates

9th Sept

30th Sept

Mon 9th Year 5 Parent welcome meetings 3.40pm
Tues 10th Year 3 Parent welcome meetings 3.40pm
Thur 12th Service of Blessing in Church 9am. All welcome
Thur 12th Year 4 Parent welcome meetings 3.40pm
Fri 13th Year 6 Parent welcome meetings 3.40pm
Mon 16th Year 2 Parent welcome meetings 3.40pm
Tues 17th Year 1 Parent welcome meetings 3.40pm
Fri 20th Reception Parent welcome meetings 3.40pm
Tue 24th PTFA AGM 6.30pm School Hall ALL WELCOME
Fri 27th Macmillan Coffee morning
Fri 4th Maths Mastery parent session 2.30pm

7th Oct

Mon 7th Harvest Festival 9am in church All welcome

14th Oct

Mon 14th—Fri 18th Y6 Bikeability
Fri 18th Reading parents sessions 2.30pm
Mon 21st—Wed 23rd Y6 Bikeability
Tues 22nd Parent consultations (time TBC)
Thurs 24th Parent consultations (time TBC)
Fri 25th Break up 3.30pm for half term (1 week)
Half Term School is closed for 1 week

16th Sept
23rd Sept

21st Oct

28th Oct

Phone: 0113 8592073
email: info@manstonstjames.co.uk
Absence reporting number 0113 8592081
Website: www.manstonstjames.co.uk

School Calendar 2019-20

Holiday

Schools Close

Schools Open
Monday 2nd September

Summer
Autumn Mid-Term

Friday 25th October

Monday 4th November

Christmas

Friday 20th December

Monday 6th January

Spring Mid-Term

Friday 14th February

Monday 24th February

Easter

Friday 3rd April

Monday 20th April

May Bank Holiday

Thursday 7th May

Monday 11th May

Summer Mid-Term

Friday 22nd May

Monday 1st June

Summer

Monday 20th July

Bank Holidays Include

Term Length
Autumn 75 days
Spring 60 days
Summer 60 days
TOTAL 195 days

Christmas
25 & 26 December 2019
New Years Day 1 January 2020
Good Friday
10 April 2020
Easter Monday 13 April 2020
May Day
8 May 2020
Spring Bank
25 May 2020
August
31 August 2020

Inset Days at Manston St James Primary Academy 2019-2020
Monday 2nd September 2019
Friday 15th November 2019
Monday 18th November 2019
Monday 1st June 2020
Monday 20th July 2020

