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Good Summer to All! 
    I have not been writing a monthly AFSG Newsletter over the summer. 
However, I have some very important information that I would like to share 
with you all. 

    First, the SCG Board of Directors at their last Board meeting on June 13 

made a commitment "to constructing a Veteran's Monument on its campus 

and has referred the project to a site planning committee to determine the 

final design." I applaud this Board for finally officially moving this project 

forward after going on 9 years since an original proposal was introduced. 
However, there is still much work to be done. The design and cost are still 
very big hurdles and I know we will be facing opposition, especially with the 
cost, as we move ahead. I will keep you posted as to how and when the 
project moves forward and look forward to your support. 
Official Board motion: 

    MOTION to approve the construction of a Veterans Monument in the 

Village Center and to assign the final design of this Monument to the Long-

Range Planning Village Center sub-committee with the four following 

requirements:1.That stakeholders, including Barry Curseaden, be invited to 

participate in the planning discussions that would result in a compatible 

overall plan both for the Village Center and the Veterans Monument. 2.That 

the sub-committee deliberations and recommendations regarding the 

Veterans Monument be prioritized over the remainder of the Village Center 

project enhancements. 3.That, following deliberations, its recommendations 

will be forwarded to the Finance Advisory Committee, and CAM for analysis 

and input on feasibility, costs, and funding. 4.That the completed 

recommendations for the Veterans Monument from the sub-committee, the 

FAC, and CAM be delivered to the Board of Directors for consideration and 

action as soon as possible after the previous steps have been completed. 

Carried unanimously.  
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    Secondly, this past April 29, 2019, the AFSG was honored by the Honor 
Flight Arizona. The entire flight of 29 WW II and Korea Veterans, men and 
women was dedicated in our name. Thanks to all our members who were 
able to see these heroes off to Washington, D.C. and to our members who 
were able to welcome them back to Arizona on May 2.  
    Southwest Airlines rolled out one of the best red carpet treatments for 
these Veterans that I have ever experienced. They announced the Veterans 
departure as they moved to their gate with people applauding them all the 
way. We (AFSG members) were able to shake every Veterans hand and 
thank them and their families for their service and sacrifice. Personally I 
have never felt more honored to be among these very humble heroes. 
Southwest even asked us to go on to the tarmac, wave and salute these 
Veterans as their plane taxied out to take off! Our AFSG members who were 
there to welcome the Veterans home from their trip also experienced the 
same appreciation and gratitude. 
    When we were introduced to the group before their departure, I cannot 
truly convey to you how appreciative they were for the opportunity to 
participate on this flight! 
    Unfortunately, we were notified of this AFSG dedicated flight at the very 
last minute. We were expecting a flight designation later in the Fall which 
we are hopeful will still be a possibility. Hope all our members have the 
honor, as we did, to share such a special moment with a very special heroes. 
We will keep you posted of future Honor Flights.  
Informational Video of Honor Flight  https://youtu.be/_VoWKh_T6aA 

Copy this link to see the flight we sponsored: 

https://honorflightarizona.smugmug.com/Spring-2019/April-29-May-1-

2019/i-g8kmgJf 

https://youtu.be/_VoWKh_T6aA
https://honorflightarizona.smugmug.com/


 June 2019 
 Newsletter 

 

 

 
  Last, but surely not least, the AFSG was given another special honor 
to cut the ribbon at the Foundation for Service Dog Support's Grand 
Opening for their permanent training facility at the Metro Center Mall, 
9617 Metro Parkway, W. Phoenix, 85051, Suite 1072. 
 Below Mr. Stan VanPeursem and myself cutting the ribbon and 

Bentley, one of their recent graduates. 
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  All these very special 
opportunities could not have 
happened without your 
continued support for our 
Veterans and their families. 
We are looking forward to 
making next year even more 
special!  
Thank you, 
 
Barry Curseaden, Pres. 
SCG Armed Forces Support 
Group 
 

"We shall never forget" 


