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Sustainable wood value chains
 Sustainable wood value chains are those able to efficiently generate environmental
and socioeconomic benefits across all its segments through:
 Compliance with sustainable forest management of natural and planted forests;
 Respect to sustainable landscapes;
 Commitment to efficient production;
 Supportted by enabling regulation and finance;
 Compliance with international and national social and labour standards;
 Committed to responsible consumption; and
 Contributes to the bioeconomy.

Sustainable wood value chains
Economic
sustainability

Social sustainability

•01. Economic viability

•09. Quality of employment

•02. Resource use

•10. Wages and salaries

•03. Net trade balance

•11. Education and training

•04. Total production

•12. Social innovations

•05. Forest sector enterprise structure

•13. Corporate social responsibility

•06. Forest management certification
and standardization

•14. Legal aspects of social protection
and decent employment

•07. RD&E and investment

•15. Value chain inclusiveness

•08. Compliance with economic
legislation

•16. Occupational safety and health

Environmental
sustainability

•17. Legal aspects of environmental
protection
•18. Air pollution
•19. Forest biodiversity
•20. GHG emissions and renewable
energy use

Institutional
sustainability

•25. Compliance with legislation
•26. Policy and institutions
•27. Formal relations between value
chain actors
•28. Transparency of transactions

•21. Soil condition

•29. Public sector management and
institutions

•22. Water use

•30. Investment environment

•23. Generation of waste
•24. Forest health

What evidence tell us about wood value chains globally?
 Contributes to at least 1% of global GDP, considering only formal activities and
excluding furniture;
 Spans from very basic log extraction to very sophisticated production of fibre
products and by-products;
 Strong presence of SMEs (around 75%);
 Important source of in-kind and monetary income to rural households;
 Highly informal, in particular in developing countries; and
 In developing countries, are an instrument for women empowerment through their
entrepreneurial role, especially in the informal sector, and their leadership in
community and participatory forest management.

Sustainable wood value chains and the SDGs

Sustainable wood value chains and the SDGs

The importance of sustainable wood energy for the SDGs





Income: in-kind and monetary
Energy for households
Food security
Bioenergy

Contributions to specific SDGs
 In the global meeting SW4SW in Rome in 2017, participants agreed that sustainable
wood value chains are relevant for all 17 SDGs, but especially for SDG8, SDG12,
SDG13 and SDG15.

SDG 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth

Informal employees can
be

1.6 to 3 times

higher the number of
employees in formal
forest activities

...but there is much more…

Economic contribution of the world’s forest wood sector and its ripple effects
Total

(direct, indirect
and induced
effects)

45

Million jobs

1 298
USD Billion

579

USD Billion

Every dollar spent in the forest sector generates more than twice the
same amount of transactions in other sectors of the economy

SDG 12: Sustainable Production and Consumption

SDG 12: Sustainable Production and Consumption

SDG 13: Urgent action against climate change and its impacts
 Wood products contributes to mitigate climate change in two ways:
 Carbon storage in standing forests and in harvested wood products; and
 Substitution of fossil-based raw materials and products.
 IPCC AR5 (2013):
 If more long-lived wood products were used, C sequestration and mitigation could be
enhanced.
 Research shows that where technically possible, substitution of wood from sustainably
managed forests for non-wood materials in the construction sector (concrete, steel, etc.)
in single-family homes, apartment houses, and industrial buildings, reduces GHG
emissions in most cases.

SDG 13: Urgent action against climate change and its impacts

 Evidence shows that modern wood
buildings can represent up to 75% emission
reductions.
 CLT buildings potentially saves 9.9% energy
and 13.2% carbon emission reduction when
compared with reinforced concrete framed
buildings.

SDG 13: Urgent action against climate change and its impacts

• Wood-derived liquid fuels, such as
biodiesel or ethanol), that might be used
for transportation: promising alternative
to fossil fuels.
• Tall oil produced out of the pulp
industrial process is now a reality.

SDG 15: Life on Land
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SW4SW – A Joint Initiative of the CPF
Outcome of the Global meeting on SW4SW

Focus on strengthening the contributions of sustainable
wood value chains to sustainable development and
climate change mitigation
Steering Committee: FAO, CIFOR, ITTO, World Bank and WWF

SW4SW Objectives
Raise awareness of the availability of
sustainable wood products and their
wide uses and benefits;
Dispel perception of wood production
as a driver of environmental damage
and inequity
Unblock markets and finance for
sustainable wood

Build Capacity for strengthening
sustainable wood value chains

Exploring the
linkages between:
 Forest management





Landscapes
Value chains
Livelihoods
Markets

 Investments and
Show how, when and where wood
contributes to sustainable bioeconomy

financing mechanisms

SW4SW Activities
Policy level
•

Identify the needs of stakeholders and move
towards improved policy, incentives and
institutional frameworks, aiming at
strengthening sustainable wood-based value
chains

Operational level
•

Promote knowledge and innovation,
improving productivity, decent employment,
forest management, governance
arrangements, incentive mechanisms, and
inclusiveness across wood-based value
chains

SW4SW Activities
Science level
•

Generate a more holistic and evidence-based picture
of wood production (including its multiple benefits,
challenges, and opportunities for growth) through
science and research, disentangling some
controversies and misperceptions about the
sustainability of wood and its environmental and
social impacts

Political level
•

Promotion of the wide-reaching benefits of
sustainable wood is needed to counteract the
damage caused to public opinion by unsustainable
practices that have led to deforestation, degradation
and aggravation of social inequities

Raising awareness
Media cards promote key messages on
sustainable wood

Promoting the benefits of
sustainable wood

#woodisgood
#sw4sw
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