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Draft Minutes of the virtual meeting of Olney Town Council held via MS Teams 

Monday 2nd November 2020 at 7.00pm 

 

Present: Cllrs Jeremy Rawlings, Stephen Clark, Paul Collins, Desmond Eley, Joanne 

Eley, Peter Geary, Graham Harrison, Colin Rodden, Chris Tennant. 

In attendance: Andrea Vincent (Town Clerk), Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 
Public Forum:  
 
Cllr Rawlings read out 2 public representations/questions received via email 
 

1) As you may know there is a large majority of allotment holders who are not members 
of the allotment association (including myself). I feel membership is not for me to as I 
already get huge enjoyment from my allotment… as I have done for many years. 
Annual allotment charges include the supply and use of water of course.  We have 
recently seen the provision of toilet facilities on the allotments. This has been a long 
sought-after amenity provided mainly by lottery funding for the use of allotment holders.  
Yet only those who are members of the allotment association can use this necessary 
facility. Interestingly many allotment association members do not know that and talking 
to others who are NOT members use the toilet facility via other allotment holders who 
ARE members. 
Other allotment holders share my view that the toilet facility should be available to ALL 
allotment holders. If OTC want to add a ’toilet levy’ for say £1 to the allotment fees for 
maintenance and repair this would be supported. 
It’s about fairness and common sense particularly as funding was given for the toilet on 
the basis it would be used by ALL allotment holders. 
 
Action: To be on the agenda of the next Recs & Services Committee 

 
2) An Olney resident made 3 comments i) Councillors’ should retire at pension 
retirement age ii) make representations for East Street and West Street to be one way 
with unilateral limited parking, large roundabouts at their junction iii) As no police 
presence noted for months have at least a speed van, if not trap, to stop the procession 
of cars, exhausts exploding speeding to Santa Pod.  

 
 

1. Apologies for absence 

There were apologies for absence from Cllr Messenger 
 

2. Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

There were no interests declared.  
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3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 5th October 2020 

Resolved: to approve the minutes as a true record of the meeting.  

 

Matters Arising  

The Town Clerk presented Septembers transaction report as the document was not 

reviewed at October’s Council Meeting. There were no comments.  

 

4. To consider that the Council should investigate establishing a Community 

Land Trust for Olney with a view to promoting the building of social housing 

starter homes for the young adults of Olney 

Cllr Rawlings explained that proposal and was clear that a decision cannot be made 

immediately. There would be a significant amount of work to be done to investigate 

the matter. He explained that some small pockets of land have been identified as 

belonging to OTC through notification from MKC. It was believed that these pockets 

of land could potentially be used for small scale building developments e.g. 2/3 

houses. A meeting has taken place with solicitors which included discussions about 

the option of OTC supporting the certation of a Community Land Trust. There are 

grants available from the National Community Land Trust to start preliminary 

investigations to ascertain whether this could be viable.  

Resolved: to form a sub committee consisting of Cllrs’ Rawlings, Rodden and 

Geary to come back to council with a paper to report back on initial investigations 

and the feasibility of this. Proposer Cllr Rawlings seconded by Cllr D Eley all in 

favour. 

 

5. To review the statement of expenditure. 
 

Cllr Rawlings declared an interest in this item as Dread Limited, a supplier on the 
October statement of expenditure, is an IT client of his.  
 
Cllr Rawlings noted the cleaning contractor’s payment for October and asked 

whether the toilets at the Recreation Ground will be closing any earlier soon due to 
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potentially reduced usage/winter months. The Town Clerk stated that they are 

currently still opening and closing at the same time, but this will be reviewed.  

Cllr D Eley noted that the diesel consumption is down about 30% compared to last 

year.  

Cllr Tennant asked whether the deep cleaning/bio misting will take place again. 

Town Clerk suggested this take place as a quarterly event. A few Cllrs agreed that 

this is a cost that should be reconsidered due to the low use of The Olney Centre.  

Resolved: Noted  

 

6. To receive the Town Clerks report 

Report noted. Additional points below were raised: 

Action: Cllr J Eley requested clarity on the Napier Parking contract and charges on 

the Market Place. The Town Clerk will seek clarification and report back at next 

month’s council meeting.  

Cloudy IT have been awarded the IT contract with OTC and are working on the 

migration of current systems immediately. All will be set up by the end of December.  

Action: A few bank transfer queries have arisen with regards to those customers 

paying invoices via BACs. The Deputy Town Clerk to investigate further to assess 

what the issue is. 

Action: The Town Clerk to seek advice from local MP with regards to which stalls 

can/cannot stand on the Thursday Market. 

The OTC Risk Policy and Plan was briefly reviewed. The policy had been previously 

discussed and reviewed in detail by the Finance Committee at the meeting on 12th 

October 2020.  

Resolved: Approval of the OTC Risk and Plan policy was proposed by Cllr Collins 

and seconded by Cllr Clark. All were in favour. 

 

7. To receive reports from Chairs of Committees and Councillors who represent 

OTC at external meetings. 
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Cllr Clark reported on the Park Liaison Users Group. A meeting was held on 

October 22nd. QR codes are now in place at the 7 entrances to the park. The café 

has done well over the summer months.  

Recruitment of volunteers to assist with various operations in the park is in 

progress. Money previously raised will be used on volunteer led projects in the park. 

Covid has stopped the progression with this. However, hopefully this will move 

forward next spring.  

Cllr Rodden raised the issue of leaves etc on the path running alongside the road 

outside the boundary of Emberton Park. Cllr Geary reported that MKC Highways 

usually clear these up once during the autumn. It would help to report the issue to 

MKC. Cllr Clark added that some of the large trees that are very overgrown and 

overhanging the road will be removed. New trees will be planted in other areas.  

   

Cllr J Eley and the Town Clerk had recently attended the Olney Pre School AGM. 

Cllr J Eley added that the organisation was very well run and financially sound. Cllr 

J Eley added that it was a pleasure to attend such a well chaired meeting and that 

the staff and committee are so enthusiastic, it is a credit to the town.   

 

Cllr Collins reported on the C&N Museum which has recently opened again after the 

initial lock down but is unfortunately having to close again until further notice due to 

the 2nd lockdown. The award ceremony for Queens Award for Voluntary Service has 

been postponed and is more likely to take place online via Zoom which hopefully 

will take place on 26th November.  

 

Cllr D Eley reported briefly about dog bins that was covered at the recent Recs & 

Services meeting (October 19th, 2020). The decision was taken that dog bins would 

be made available around new developments around Olney from the s106 monies 

that may be made available. Until such time, no further new dog bins will be 

installed in Olney.  
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Cllr D Eley also informed everyone that The Colts have recently requested approval 

from OTC for the go ahead to apply to planning for new flood lights at the 

Recreational Grounds.  

Cllr D Eley explained about membership of the Allotment Association. It is hoped 

that all allotment holders will be members of the Allotment Association by next 

October. There will be no charge for this for the first few years. He pointed out that 

this would resolve the issue of the use of toilets at the allotment (see Public Forum, 

item 1). 

Football Club Lease - good progress is being made.  

 

Cllr Tennant updated Cllrs’ on a recent meeting with Taylor Wimpey/Vistry 

regarding the design of the planned, community, multi-use building on the new 

development off Yardley Road.  

He stated revised designs for the community building are in progress via the design 

team appointed by Vistry/Taylor Wimpey. There will then be a future reserved 

matters planning application for this facility, and OTC will be working in partnership 

with them to gain a positive outcome. 

Cllr Tennant is working with residents that border the 250-home development to 

ensure that current planning is compliant with various pre commencement planning 

conditions. There is a lot of disturbance to adjourning residents and property 

owners from the noncompliance with, tree protection measures that have not yet 

been put in place properly. Cllr Hosking is also assisting and working together with 

the planning enforcement team to resolve.  

 

Cllr Rodden reported on Folio and the fact that a recent meeting had taken place. 

Folio are working closely with MKC. Everyone is hopeful that the reopening of 

Olney Library will take place soon. 

 

Cllr Rawlings closed the meeting stating that the next council meeting would take 

place on Monday 7th December at 19.00hrs.  


