
OLNEY TOWN COUNCIL 

 

 

Signed: Cllr J Rawlings, 08th September 2020 

Minutes of the meeting of Olney Town Council held via MS Teams Monday 10th 
August 2020 at 7.00pm 

 

Present: Jeremy Rawlings, Deirdre Bethune, Stephen Clark, Paul Collins, Desmond Eley, Joanne 
Eley, Peter Geary, Graham Harrison, Malcolm Messenger, Dr Sally Pezaro, Colin Rodden, Chris 
Tennant. 

In attendance: Andrea Vincent (Town Clerk), Sarah Kennedy (Deputy Town Clerk) 

 
Cllr Rawlings notified everybody that the meeting was being recorded to assist with the production 

of accurate minutes. He also stated that the meeting had been called unusually in August as there 

were many issues that needed to be discussed. 

Cllr Bethune queried the calling of the meeting and who had called the meeting. Cllr Rawlings 

explained that he and the Clerk had decided on the meeting. 

  
 
Public Forum:  
 

• A business owner wrote in supporting Cllr Bethune in her proposal to use the Sidney Dix 
fund to keep open the toilets in Olney. It was requested that all facts are laid before the 
residents of Olney in order to make an informed decision and that a Town meeting be held 
before any decision is taken. In addition, Cllr Bethune mentioned that the person who wrote 
in has resided in Olney nearly all their life and now lives in a nearby village and works in 
Olney.  
Councillor Messenger queried when the item from the business owner had been received 
and how they had known about the item on the agenda in detail. Cllr Bethune remarked on 
the gentleman's commitment to the town and how close to the town his village residence 
was. 
The clerk confirmed the comments had been received on the day of the publication of the 
agenda. 

 

• A resident wrote in stating that the proposal from the Chairman of Finance Committee to 
close the toilets in Olney was unpopular. The resident suggested that OTC canvas 
residents of Olney for their views immediately by means of a poll on social media for 
transparency, good governance and democracy on the subject. The decision on closure or 
otherwise should not be made on a virtual OTC meeting in September but delayed until 
after the May 2021 elections.  
 

• The Chairman of Trustees of Cobbs Garden Surgery wrote in asking to use some of the 
photographs of Olney from over the years that are currently displayed in The Olney Centre. 
He asked if the photos could be digitally used for a charity book to raise funds. The 
Chairman asked OTC for permission for these photos to be used.  
 
Resolved: Approved for use. Clerk/Deputy to liaise with Trustees of Cobbs Garden to 
make necessary arrangements for access to photographs. 
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1. Apologies for absence 

Cllr Tennant will be joining the meeting late due to a work commitment. 

Cllr Rawlings informed OTC that Cllr Whitworth had formally tendered her resignation and 

will therefore not be joining the meeting. Cllr Bethune made comment on the resignation.  

 

2. Declarations of interests on items on the agenda 

None 

NB During the meeting if it becomes apparent that you have an interest in an item being 

discussed this must be declared immediately. 

 

3. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 21st July 2020 

 

Resolved:  Approved once the date of the next OTC meeting on minutes 21st July 2020 is changed 

to September 7th as this was agreed at the time of the July 21st meeting. 

 

4. To receive a report from the Town Clerk on a proposed re-opening date of the Olney 

Centre for bookings. 

  

Resolved: Report noted. To review in the September 7th OTC meeting with a view to opening late 

October. An estimation of cash flow based on feedback of perceived usage from the Olney Centre 

users to be presented at the September OTC meeting.  

 

5. To receive a proposal for building works for the Town Council office from the Chair 

of the Olney Centre Committee. 

 

Cllr Bethune presented a proposal to reinstate approved plans for changes to the council office 

funded by a public works loan. Cllr Bethune apologised for not discussing this proposal with The 

Olney Centre Committee as no meetings have taken place recently (due to Covid-19). 

Cllr J Eley stated that with Covid-19 and without a clear cashflow the Council should not consider 

taking out a loan and the office was currently functioning suitably. A clear plan with proposed 

figures is required from the Olney Centre Committee.  
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Cllr Harrison was surprised that the Olney Centre Committee are thinking of spending this amount 

of money on this work in the current economic climate. 

Cllr D Eley asked the Town Clerk whether she saw these changes as necessary. She responded 

stating that a reasonable plan to make it a Covid-19 safe workspace is already in place and 

therefore this is not essential. The Town Clerk stated that it is more essential when the time suits, 

to arrange for full disability access to the office.  

Cllr Messenger stated that a screen would be suitable going forward to protect Clerk/Deputy when 

working in the office. 

Cllr Rodden said staff should be looked after and kept safe. Anything that can assist with a more 

suitable working environment would be helpful. 

Cllr Rodden seconded the proposal (although was not in favour of the proposal). He pointed out 

that more information to make an informed decision would be beneficial. 

Cllr Bethune then withdrew the proposal as she believed there would not be enough Councillors in 

favour. 

 

Resolution: Cllr Rawlings suggested an Olney Town Centre Committee meeting take place prior 

to revisiting this proposal to investigate further options with a view to reducing proposed costs. 

 

6. To receive a proposal for the use of the Sidney Dix Community Fund to support the 

continued opening of the Public Toilet's at the Marketplace and the Recreation 

Grounds from Cllr Bethune 

 

Cllr Collins explained that OTC has several reserve funds. Some are restricted and some are not. 

Where a fund is restricted, transfers cannot be made from that fund to other funds. Equally monies 

held in a restricted fund cannot be used for purposes other than those stated. 

The OTC Community Fund (£35,000) is a restricted fund and the purpose of the fund when set up, 

was to provide a fund from which modest grants could be made to community groups. OTC is not a 

community group and therefore it is not legitimate to use the fund to meet OTC’s overhead costs.  

Cllr J Eley stated that the proposal does not meet the criteria in the policy to be awarded OTC’s 

Community Grants Award. 

Cllr D Eley provided some background information for the public regarding the issues surrounding 

the toilets/Market Place: 
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Pre Covid-19, OTC recognised issues with the Market Place. These included potholes needing 

filling, resurfacing, a lack of provision of ground anchors for any marquees and potential 

remodelling to maximise parking. Regular complaints were received about the state of the toilets. 

A working group comprising of Cllr D Eley, Cllr Bethune and Cllr Harrison was formed to 

investigate and develop a plan to put to full council. Initial decisions surrounded the toilets; whether 

to refurbish, remodel or extend. Enquiries led to a significant estimated cost of £30,000-£60,000 

depending on which option was considered. The Recs & Services Committee, with feedback from 

members of the public, were clearly told that there must be something better that can be done with 

the money.  

Cllr Bethune decided it appropriate to ask retailers around the marketplace if they would allow the 

public to use their facilities in place of public toilets. This survey was never completed due to 

Covid-19. 

During lock down and after a meeting to discuss issues at the Recreation Grounds was organised 

by Ward Councillors (attended by various groups JUG, police, fire, OTC, ambulance), consensus 

was that the toilets needed to be open to the public. It was resolved that OTC would open the 

toilets at a cost of £38,000.00 p/a and because of the high cost the reopening of the toilets this 

would be reviewed at the September 7th OTC meeting.  

Cllr Rawlings emphasised that at no point was it a consideration for OTC to close the toilets 

permanently. 

It was also resolved that a poll would be issued on social media to gauge public opinion.  

Cllr Rodden suggested using a counter system to gauge the usage of the toilets. 

Cllr Geary believed that an online poll would give an indication as to how this is progressing. He 

also stated that it is important when we do the budget for next year to consult with the public as to 

what their views are.  

Resolution:  

This item went to a vote. No other Councillors came forward to second the proposal, so the motion 

was not carried.  

 

At this point in the meeting Cllr Bethune resigned from Olney Town Council citing her reasons as 

‘no longer having any confidence in Olney Town Council’. Cllr Rawlings asked for her resignation 

in writing to which Cllr Bethune advised she would do. 
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7. To receive a proposal from Cllr Rodden that the Town Clerk should be instructed to 

investigate the options for Olney Town Council to take on the running of the Olney 

Youth Centre from Milton Keynes Council. 

 

The Clerk explained that there had been some miscommunication in the formulating of the 

proposal and asked if she could read the statement from the OYC group. After discussion it was 

agreed that all Councillors had read the said statement.  

Both Cllr Rodden and Cllr Geary gave statements as to where the group were with negotiations 

with Milton Keynes Council (MKC). There was a request from Cllr Geary for OTC to offer support to 

find a resolution, saying that the issue is primarily a MKC one. Cllr Geary assured all that he was 

hopeful of a positive resolution for all parties involved including the residents of Olney. Cllr Geary 

agreed to keep OTC up to date with any changes/progress made.  

Cllr Clark noted the crippling rent MKC are proposing is a major blockage. Cllr Rawlings confirmed 

he and Cllr Clark had previously been involved with OYC for some time and had found that MKC 

officers had been intransient in this matter.  

Cllr Geary has hopes that major safety works will be done by MKC and other decorative works by 

OYC will maintain the facility for Olney.  

Cllr Geary explained that any financial contributions requests are very much down the line. 

At this point Cllr Rodden lost connection to the meeting (he later joined the live meeting) and sent a 

note to OTC, suggesting future meetings be face to face. 

Cllr Clark agreed whole heartedly with Cllr Geary’s approach and that OTC should offer all possible 

moral support to the new OYC Committee. 

Cllr Geary suggested that there should be resolution to this in future weeks. It is a matter of 

working together. He will be focusing on this, this autumn. 

Resolution:  

To amend the proposal to read ‘OTC gives it support to try to find a resolution between MKC and 

OYC Committee to ensure that the OYC is maintained as a community facility for the residents of 

Olney to use’. Cllr Geary’s amended proposal was seconded by Cllr Clark and approved. 

 

8. To receive an update on Sec 106 monies due to OTC from the Chair of the 

Development Committee. 
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Cllr Tennant shared the Section 106 tracking document which he explained details the live Section 

106 agreements in addition, additional development sites that have applicable Section 106 

agreements in place as well.  

Cllr Tennant talked through the changes and explained which development sites have applicable 

106 monies that should be put to projects by OTC. These pots of money need to be applied for, but 

OTC is limited to areas of work for example, play parks, allotments, carbon neutrality projects, all 

weather pitch. There is a process set out by MKC where a project proposal must be submitted.  

Cllr D Eley explained the OTC process whereby the Development Group forwards proposals after 

engagement with the community, to the Recs and Services Committee for procurement. Some 

projects are already being procured, such as the Whirly Pits play area.  

Cllr Tennant and Cllr D Eley agreed that there needs to be a Development Group Committee 

meeting asap so that an update on the current situation with regards to Section 106 projects can 

be presented. 

Cllr Tennant explained that the advice given from MKC is that a revised version of the 

neighbourhood plan can be produced, which is to be called the modifications version. Cllr J Eley 

asked if it is now underway. She also asked if the consultation with the residents is going to 

happen. Cllr J Eley pointed out that this is the responsibility of the Development Group.  

Cllr Tennant stated that at the 2nd to last Development Group meeting a Communication and 

Engagement strategy was tabled and agreed (the paper published explaining how the 

Development Group will be consulting with the residents on the neighbourhood plan).  

Resolution:  

Report discussed and noted.  

Development meeting will be reconvened for early September.  

Cllr D Eley to chase up progress with the design of the Whirly Pits play area with MKC and report 

back to full council. 

 

9. To receive the Town Clerks update report. 

• OTC Budget - The Town Clerk has a meeting with the Auditor on Thursday 13th August 

and will then collate the AGAR. 

• Staffing - A new full-time Groundsmen has now joined OTC. The Clerk welcomed him to 

OTC. 

• IT - The OTC domain has been added to the GDS register. The Clerk pointed out that this 

makes the domain more secure.  
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• Olney Pre-school - are no longer using room 4 in The Olney Centre. 

• Covid19* (see below) - Items remain in Room 1 & 2.  

• Landscaping – The Town Clerk pointed out that signs are now up at the Rec and OTC 

have the cooperation of TVP with trying to get a handle on the anti-social issues we have 

recently experienced.  

Cllr Rawlings said that he had recently been interviewed by 3 Counties radio regarding the 

misuse of the Rec and he emphasised during the interview that people are welcome to 

come to Olney as long as they take their rubbish home with them.  

The Town Clerk said that we have had a large amount of tree/hedge enquiries from Olney 

residents which is proving costly because many of the enquiries require a tree surgeon to 

carry out the work. The Groundsmen have been coping well considering we have been one 

FT Groundsman down for some time.  

• Allotments have recently been subject to an audit. The boundaries between allotments 

require some work and the Clerk suggested that some of the Section 106 monies may help 

with resolving with boundary issues with new fencing installed. The Town Clerk also 

pointed out that OTC do not have full access to all allotments at the moment which will be 

sorted out in due course.  

Many allotment holders seem to hold more poles than is nationally acceptable and many 

more than is acceptable according to OTCs terms and conditions. This will be resolved in 

September by giving notice to those larger plot holders that from September 2021 some 

poles will be taken back by OTC to allow those on the waiting list to obtain an allotment.  

• Market Place – more traders on both Thursday and Farmers market are now being invited 

back. Social distancing rules still apply. The toilets have been open for 3 weeks and it has 

been noted that they are used a lot. 

• Cemetery - issue with a few graves having turf dug up around the plot for decorative 

pebbles which has impacted on neighbouring graves site. The issue is now resolved and 

the turf has been placed back as it should be.  

• Compliment from an Olney resident to the Ground staff for keeping the town looking good.  

 

Resolution: Report noted. 

 

10. To receive an update from committee chairs and OTC representatives on outside 

bodies. 
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Finance, Cllr Collins 

Cllr Collins reminded Councillors that the general reserve as at 31st March 2019 was £1150. The 

last FY (subject to audit review) a surplus of £41,000 is anticipated for the FY ended March 2020. 

This contrasts with a loss, in excess of £18,000 during the previous year. Cllr Collins flagged that 

the general reserve is still well below the level expected for a parish council the size of Olney. 

Emphasis will now switch to reviewing the current FY. He pointed out that there any many 

variables that are subject to change. In the continued absence of any central government or local 

authority assistance emphasis must remain on vigorous cost control and debtor management. Cllr 

Collins strongly recommended that OTC should not commit to any capital projects this FY unless 

absolutely urgent and necessary.  

Significant trends in income have emerged in the quarter ending 30th June. A fall of approximately 

£3500 in market revenue (compared to approximately £5000 in the same period last year). We fall 

short of our budgeted level of income of £29,500 for the full year. Olney Centre room hire, and lack 

of income is a major worry. This is running at less than £1000 this FY against a budgeted income 

of £34,000 for the full year. There has been no caretaking expenditure, so the costs have been 

mitigated to a degree.  If the Olney Centre opens fully with minimal demand, then significant losses 

will ensue. This will be evaluated ahead of the September full Council meeting.  

Costs, in conjunction with the town office, will be subject to a detailed review over the coming 

weeks. The intention is to be in a good position to work on the 2021/22 budget in early November.  

 

 

Recs and Services, Cllr D Eley 

New Fencing at Rec – temporary plastic barriers have been placed in an attempt to funnel visitors 

along the public footpath.  The objectives being: 

• to ensure visitors enter the Rec via an access with a public sign  

• to encourage visitors and dog walkers to access the bathing place area outside the cricket 

outfield 

• to establish the formal public footpath 

• to help groundsmen re-establish the damaged grass tracks which are subject of previous 

complaints brought to the council 

• to avoid the use of the narrow access with raised ironworks and trip hazards which is a 

health and safety issue 
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We have received a positive statement from the police approving the ‘funnelling’ however 

some not so community spirited people regularly take the temporary barriers down.  It is 

proposed that a more difficult to remove ‘Heras’ fencing is installed as a temporary 

measure prior to installing permanent fences as and when funds permit. 

 

Allotment Service Agreement – good progress is being made with a draft agreement under 

scrutiny by the working group. The current plan is for a package of information and proposed 

agreement to be put to full council decision for implementation in 2021.  In the meantime, the office 

will work on the following to be completed: 

• ensure all boundaries have boundary fencing 

• re-establish plot paths where missing 

• re-establish plot fencing where appropriate 

• upgrade main access roads (S106 monies) 

• water trough repairs / replacement 

 

Future Sports pitch requirements – with the definite increase in numbers of active sports people 

(young and more mature) expected in line with the ongoing developments in Olney the OTC and 

JUG (Joint Users Group) need to plan for the future.  Olney Colts have already established their 

estimated extra requirements, currently awaiting feedback from ORFC.  There is no doubt that the 

extra requirements will not be met solely by the one new pitch on the Aspreys new estate therefore 

more new pitches will be needed elsewhere.  

 

Milton Keynes landscape agreement – current status is MKC have adjusted the areas to be 

maintained by OTC and to add some areas which were missing and to exclude 22 small areas of 

land owned by OTC (not unreasonably) which has resulted in a small reduction in the funding to 

OTC.  We have requested detail on how the amount has been calculated and MKC have been very 

reluctant to provide this information. 

 

Market Place electrics – Following Eon’s commitment to finalise the outstanding 

works/certification /plans etc to make internal enquiries and to be in touch (before Covid-19), Eon 

have not been in contact. Eon have been chased again but no response, we will attempt once 

more before a more formal legal contact is made. 
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Cllr Rawlings asked for any comments/ further questions on the Recs & Services report. Cllr 

Tennant asked Cllr D Eley if the lease with Caveman Conditioning had been signed yet. Cllr D Eley 

said the lease had not yet been signed stating that Covid-19 has put a hiatus on it at the moment. 

Cllr D Eley has been in touch with the business owner of Caveman Conditioning and the working 

group will start discussions on the lease again very soon. Cllr Tennant asked if it were not 

opportune to get the lease sorted out sooner. Cllr D Eley replied it would have been ideal, but 

obviously with issues with regard to Covid-19 it has been difficult to make any commitment. The 

Town Clerk pointed out that there has been a change in personnel with regards to the legal team 

for Caveman Conditioning which has slowed everything down incredibly (by at least a month). 

 

Olney Ward Community Forum (formally NAG and TVP), Cllr J Eley  

The Chairman of the forum has informed OTC representatives that the Rural Community Forums 

will recommence with TVP, late September/early October. Olney has had its fair share of unusual 

activity post lock down. The other smaller parishes (17 in the parish ward forum) are experiencing 

different types of challenging activity, but in the smaller parishes it is mainly car cruising and 

speeding that is on the list. The local PCSO team report that the Rec is a lot easier to manage now 

the signs have been put up. People appear to be complying with the no BBQ sign. Alcohol is 

another issue. The opinion of the police is that there will always be people trying to drink alcohol at 

the Rec. Alcohol containers have been seized and disposed of, bottles and cans of alcohol poured 

away. People have been turned away at the gate when trying to enter with alcohol. This can only 

occur during the police on duty time. There are reports that there are still groups at the Rec in the 

late evening.  

Some PCSO’s found their vehicle tyres were near flat (likely due to the air being let out).  

East Street continues to be extremely busy. Tickets for parking on double yellow lines have been 

issued. Removal of vehicles parked in front of the Fire Station was attempted, but the owners 

returned to their vehicle before this occurred. The owners have been spoken to, and if they park in 

that manner again they will be picking their vehicles up from the recovery depot.  

The PCSOs fully approve of the OTC fencing filter system, which makes it easier to manage 

people coming into the Rec.  

Cllr J Eley stated the situation is not going to go away, but with all the agencies working together 

we can try and manage the situation as much as we can. The Phonebox was thanked for 

publishing the article on the dangers of Nitrous Oxide.  
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Cllr Harrison commented that OTC should send a letter of thanks to the TVP commander as they 

have worked extremely hard in assisting Olney Town with the issues at The Rec.Cllr J Eley noted 

Cllr Harrisons request and said she would organise for this to be done. 

 

Cowper & Newton Museum, Cllr Collins 

The museum has now achieved limited opening of the gardens. They will be open on Wednesdays 

and Saturdays from 11am – 3pm. They are working towards a partial reopening of the museum 

which will be the same two days as the gardens opening.  

 

Resolution: Reports noted. 

 

Date of next meeting: Monday 7th September 2020 

 

 


