
 
 

15th March 2021  

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Return to School and Parents’ Consultations 

Firstly, we wanted to let you know how brilliant it has been to have our children back in school. 
They have all settled in superbly, and you should be very proud of them.   

There has been much in the news about ‘catch up’ in terms of academic learning. Until Easter our 
overriding themes for the return to school and for ‘catching up’ are about supporting our children to: 
• Re-ignite their love of learning and school; 
• Re-discover what they knew previously and build on that, making connections with past and 

future learning; 
• Re-engage not only with learning, but with each other and the community as a whole. 
 
This does not mean we have forgotten about academic progress. We will be using the time until 
Easter, to find out what the children need next. This will not be done through high stake/formal tests 
in the first instance. Instead it will be done through teachers using their knowledge of the children; 
through quizzes and formative assessment techniques which is something we regularly use in school. 
This will mean that we can tailor our planning specifically to the needs of the children in our school.  
 
There will be more formal (internal) assessments and tests, which we usually undertake on a termly 
basis during an academic year, further down the line to inform teacher judgements about where your 
child/children are academically.   At the start of the year we had planned to run our second parents’ 
consultations this term on Thursday 18th March and Tuesday 23rd March. Given the most recent 
national lockdown and our approach to our children’s return, we have taken the decision to postpone 
these consultations. Our parents’ consultations will now take place on Tuesday 11th May and 
Thursday 13th May (the format to be decided pending COVID rules) when we will be able to share 
information about your child/children’s academic progress. 
 
We realise that this is a number of weeks away, but wanted this meeting to be one in which we 
could share information about attainment and progress with you. In terms of how your 
child/children have settled back to school if our staff have any concerns about this then they will 
contact you before the Easter holiday and arrange an earlier consultation with you.   

In the meantime, should you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact me.  
 
Kind regards 

 
Gina Marsland  



 
Head of School 


