
 
Thursday 21st May 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

We hope this letter finds you and your families safe and well. 

We have made the decision to send this letter to the whole school community so that everybody is aware of the ongoing 

plans that are being made in preparation to safely reopen our school. Please be advised that currently it is only relevant 

to the parents of children in Reception, Year 1 & Year 6, however we understand that everybody will be concerned in 

some way about the current situation, so we wanted to disseminate this information amongst the whole school for clarity. 

As you are aware, the government set out its plans for the possible reopening of schools to pupils in Foundation Stage, 

Year 1 and Year 6 from 1st June 2020 subject to certain conditions being met.  Thus far, we have safely been providing 

support for children of key workers and as such have a high level of understanding of what is realistically achievable within 

our infrastructure. 

Please see below for the link to current guidance published by the government:  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-

carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june 

School leaders at Abbey Multi Academy Trust, supported by the Co-CEOs, have worked collaboratively to evaluate how it 

might be safe for children to begin returning to school from 1st June. The proposal below has been carefully considered 

and is based on detailed and comprehensive risk assessments and action planning undertaken at our school.  The proposal 

has been considered and approved by the Trustees of Abbey Multi Academy Trust and shared with the local governing 

body.  

Throughout our planning we have been guided by the principles below and we feel our draft plans demonstrate this. 

1. The obligation to ensure the safety of pupils, parents and staff; 

2. A commitment to the welfare and wellbeing of pupils and staff; 

3. Approaching the planning task in a measured and deliberate way; and 

4. Making the best possible decisions on the basis of the evidence we have and within the constrains and parameters 

we face in our schools. 

Having thoroughly considered the government guidance alongside our extensive knowledge of our individual school 

context we believe it will not be possible to bring pupils back to school in the way that the government have recommended 

or within the timescales you may have been anticipating.  For the safety of everyone we feel it is important to take a 

careful and considered approach and, as such, pupils’ return to school will be phased and planned cautiously, with 

constant reviews of the systems in place to ensure we do not compromise on the safeguarding practices that will be 

embedded.   

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june


The plan presented below observes social distancing and safety measures to the best of our ability. We will do everything 

within our power to ensure that those pupils who do attend school are kept as safe as possible, however, please know 

that the concept of social distancing in primary schools is not something that can ever be guaranteed.  

In the interests of clarity, I feel it is important to emphasise that it is not possible for pupils and staff in our schools to 

remain 2 metres apart from each other; the school buildings and the nature of primary education prevents this.   

Please note that, due to a process of continual review, the plan and the dates detailed within it are subject to change.  We 

may need to further adapt our practice as we introduce more pupils and we will reflect upon the advice given in any new 

government guidance that is released.  We will keep parents updated with any changes. 

We pride ourselves on our ability to live out our mission to educate, nurture and empower everyone within our school 

communities.  We acknowledge that school will not be able to operate in exactly the same way when we embark upon 

wider opening, if we are to meet our obligation to ensure the safety of all those within our school community.  As such, 

the curriculum we offer will be a basic skills curriculum enhanced with a recovery curriculum and PSHE (personal, social 

and health education) sessions.  We are committed to supporting pupils as they acclimatise to the necessary changes we 

are having to make to our provision and we would value your support in this process.  Next week, we intend to publish a 

guidance document for parents which will explain the measures we are putting in place to ensure the safety of everyone.  

We encourage you to talk to your child(ren) about these changes while they are still at home. 

We recognise that for some of you the prospect of your child returning to school is a worry and we accept that you will 

have many questions.  Please be assured that our staff are working tirelessly to prepare for the 1st June.  We will have a 

programme of enhanced cleaning; minimal class sizes to encourage social distancing; staggered school start and finish 

times and staggered breaks and lunches as part of the strategy.  We will also continue to provide some home learning 

provision for all year groups up until the summer holiday although, as staff will be in school, teacher interaction will reduce 

as a consequence.  

Please see a series of questions at the end of this letter that we believe will be common place and we have attempted to 

give the most honest answer possible to. 

Please rest assured that we are committed the wider opening of our schools when we are satisfied that it is safe to do 
so. We expect a government announcement on the five key tests to be delivered on the 28th May and following this we 
will be able to inform you whether we will progress with our plan.  It is our belief that it is important for children to 
resume their education so they can learn and interact with their peers. However, we acknowledge that this needs to be 
done in such a way that the risks to pupils, staff and parents is minimised as much as possible.    
 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Darren Foulke  Helen Pratten   Catherine Garrett   

HEAD / PRINCIPAL Co-CEO/EXEC PRINCIPAL Co-CEO      

 

 

Paul Whitman    Honor Byford 

CHAIR OF TRUST BOARD  CHAIR OF GOVERNING BODY 

 

 

 



Draft re-opening plan for 1st June 2020 

 
We will be operating the reopening in phases, in order to give us the time needed to review and reflect and make any 
necessary changes required.  Please note this is a draft plan which will be regularly reviewed.  Consideration will be 
made before admitting the next phase as to whether there are enough capacity to safely admit the next group. We will 
correspond regularly with parent to updated with any change. 
 
w/c 1.6.2020 
Monday 1st June – Thursday 4th June: school open for key worker children only.   
Friday 5th June until 12pm: Key worker children and Y1 pupils. 

w/c 8.6.2020 

Monday 8th June: Key worker children and Y1 pupils. 

Tuesday 9th June – Thursday 11th June: Key worker children, Y1 pupils and some group (s) of Reception pupils. 

Wednesday 10th June – Remaining Reception pupils 

Friday 12th June until 12pm: Key worker children, Y1 pupils and Reception pupils. 

w/c 15.6.2020 

Monday 15th June – Thursday 18th June: Key worker children, Y1 pupils, Reception pupils and Y6 pupils  

Friday 19th June until 12pm: Key worker children, Y1 pupils, Reception pupils and Y6 pupils  

w/c 22.6.2020 

Monday 22nd June – Thursday 25th June:  Key worker children, Y1 pupils, Reception pupils and Y6 pupils  

Friday 23rd June until 12pm: Key worker children, Y1 pupils, Reception pupils and Y6 pupils 

• From 1st June school will be closed to all children on Friday afternoons This is to allow for deeper cleaning, 

reviewing risk assessments and staff planning, preparation and assessment time including planning for home 

learning. 

• Pupils from each year group will be split into smaller groups of no more than 15 pupils.  Each group of pupils will 

be working with at least one adult.  The adults assigned to each group will remain the same each day i.e. adults 

will not work with more than one group. 

• Pupils will remain in their groups and will not mix with any other group; this will help to minimise risk for both 

pupils and staff.  It will also enable us to manage any potential outbreaks, should a child or member of staff test 

positive for COVID-19. 

• Each group will work within an allocated classroom / learning space. 

• Staggered start and finish times will be in place for each group along with a specified door through which to 

enter / exit school.  These times will be confirmed during w/b 1st June. 

• Break times and lunch times will be staggered to prevent groups of children from mixing. 

• Adults, in each group, will support children to wash their hands regularly throughout out the day and on 

entering and before leaving the building. 

• The current provision for the children of key workers remains unchanged. These children will be in groups of up 

to 15, one group per classroom, and will be grouped according to age (where possible).  We will continue to 

operate a flexible timetable for the pupils of key worker parents to support varying working patterns.  The 

children of key workers in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will join their class groups as these groups are 

reintroduced to school.   

• Social distancing will be required when parents / carers drop-off and collect their child(ren) from school.  Pupils 

must only be accompanied on the school grounds by one parent / carer. 

• Social distancing will operate where possible for pupils both within and outside the classroom, including 

children sitting at separate tables. Whilst we are aiming to give each group their own safe space outdoors to 

encourage as much outdoor learning as possible. Some areas may need to be shared on a rota system.  

• Unused desks and furniture, soft toys, toys with intricate parts will be removed from classrooms. 

• Staff may choose to wear PPE and we will support this if requested.  PPE will be compulsory for staff if they have 

to administer first aid, supervise a child who is unwell etc. Please know that if your child has become upset, 

hurt, have had toilet accidents etc. then our staff will conduct themselves in our usual caring way and that social 

distancing may be compromised in these cases  



• Pupils and staff will be asked to come in freshly washed clothes each day and therefore we have removed the 

requirement for pupils to wear school uniform.   

• We will continue to signpost parents to home learning activities, however the interaction from teachers will be 

reduced as they will be working with pupils in school.   

• All pupils in Reception and Year 1 and those pupils eligible for free school meals will be provided with a school 

lunch.  Other pupils should bring a packed lunch. Hampers will continue to be provided to pupils in those year 

groups that are not attending school. 

• All children must bring their own clearly named water bottle to school. 

• Children should not bring any items other than water bottle and packed lunch (if applicable) to school. 

• Parents should administer sun cream to pupils prior to them coming to school. 

 

Questions and Answers 

What if I have a child who is eligible, but siblings are not? 

Unfortunately, the current guidance only includes the priority year groups and key worker / vulnerable children. This means 

siblings not in one of the priority groups will not be eligible to attend.  

Will you still be providing care for key worker children? 

Currently yes, and this group of children will be kept separate from the other pupils. If numbers increase and we feel safety 

may be compromised then this will be reviewed. 

If my child is eligible, will I be fined if my child does not attend? 

Parents and carers will not be fined for non-attendance at this time.  

Children with underlying health conditions or living with someone with underlying health conditions. 

Children who are considered clinically vulnerable should continue to shield and should not attend school. Medical advice 

should be followed. 

Children who live in a household with someone who is extremely vulnerable should not attend because stringent social 

distancing cannot be guaranteed to be followed and there is an understanding that children may not be able to follow 

these instructions. 

Children who live with someone who is clinically vulnerable but not extremely vulnerable can attend.  

What happens if there is a possible case of coronavirus in school? 

Children must not attend if they, or a member of their household, has any of the symptoms of Covid-19 and should 

therefore be self-isolating. 

If a child develops symptoms whilst in our care, we will adopt isolation measures and call you for immediate collection. In 

this instance, staff will be wearing PPE (Personal Protection Equipment). 

If a member of staff develops symptoms they will be sent home to self-isolate until they have been able to take a test 

confirming negative results. 

Staff and pupils who are attending will be able to have a test if they display symptoms of coronavirus and are encouraged 

to get tested.  

If staff or a pupil test negative they can return to school but only if a test has been carried out and results received. The 

school may ask for evidence of this. If staff or a pupil test positive the rest of their group (and the staff) will be sent home 

and will need to self-isolate for 14 days. Other members of households will not need to self-isolate unless the pupil or staff 

member they live with develop symptoms.  

 

 


