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Members at Large* will coordinate the tasks of Communications; Events; Development; and, Membership and Recruitment

A little bit about our 2020 OSSDF Board members…
Laurel Brown, President
Laurel began dancing at the age of 3 and grew up to own and operate a
dance studio in Stratford Ontario until she returned to school to become
a secondary Dance and Drama educator. She hosted the first
DANCEFEST event in 2003 at Bluevale Collegiate in Waterloo with the
support of teachers who attended the York Dance AQ during the winter
of 2002/03. Today, she feels very fortunate that many of those teachers
continue to return each year to network and provide important “next
steps” to their student choreographers and dancers at this friendly and
empowering dance experience.
Since she retired from the WRDSB in 2018, Laurel devotes her time to
family and working with the dedicated OSSDF Board members, dance
teachers, alumni and volunteers who support this unique dance
celebration that celebrates original student dance composition and
respect for each other’s creative efforts.
Laurel was presented with the Mentor Award from the Kitchener
Waterloo Arts Community in 2004.

Cathy Bowman, Secretary-Treasurer
Cathy is a long time dance lover and former dance mom (in a good
way!). She believes that it is important to support dance education. She
is a CPA, CA and worked in the Waterloo region insurance industry for
many years. When Cathy retired in 2017, it was important for her to
find rewarding volunteer opportunities. DANCEFEST has allowed her to
combine her interests and skills to assist young dancers to achieve their
best. Cathy has been helping with DANCEFEST by confirming
registrations, program preparation, keeping the books, and working at
the registration desk during the Ontario Secondary School DANCEFEST
event. I'm looking forward to continuing my involvement as an OSSDF
Board member.

VP Operations has not been filled at this time

Deb Kapp, VP OutReach
Debra Kapp, BFA, Bed, is a retired teacher from TVDSB, teaching Dance
at Lester B. Pearson School for the Arts in London. Debra is a graduate
of York University, Faculty of Dance, and developed the dance program
for LBP. Debra is a curriculum writer for the Thames Valley District
School Board, the Ministry of Education and Brock University. She
regularly presents workshops for teachers on how to teach Dance in the
school setting. Currently, Debra is teaching at Brock University in the
Faculty of Education. There she teaches Dance and Drama Education to
second year Teacher Candidates. Debra is Producer and Artistic
Director of Art Harvest, an annual showcase of Dance Education
programs from South Western Ontario. She is co creator of Action Pak, a
resource manual for teachers on how to teach dance education. Debra is
a member of National Dance Teachers Organization; an Executive
member of the Board of Dance Ontario; represents Canada on an annual
International Panel for Dance; and, is pleased to be taking on the role of
VP OutReach after several years as an OSSDF Board member.

Melanie Randall, Teachers’ Council Coordinator
Melanie first fell in love with the art of dance at age two, and became a
passionate dance educator at the age of 15. She has studied with many
of Southwestern Ontario’s most prestigious dance teachers in Windsor,
Oakville and London, including a year at Canada’s National Ballet
School, and taught at a variety of dance studios in London and Chatham.
Melanie completed her Honours BA in Dance at the University of
Waterloo, and her Honours Specialist in Dance at York University. She
has led inservice training for elementary school arts teachers and was
hired to rewrite the Ministry of Education Dance Course Profiles when
the new curriculum was released in 2010. In her 19 years as a dance
educator in the secondary school system, Melanie has attended
OSSDanceFest as a coach 16 times and hosted the event in 2007.
Melanie is thrilled about her new role as Teachers’ Council Coordinator:
facilitating discussion of all the new and exciting ideas our teacher
committee will generate, and communicating those ideas to our
dynamic board of directors.

Melissa Chiandussi, Member at Large*
Melissa’s passion for Dance began at a young age while studying a
variety of Dance Disciplines. She choreographed school productions
within Windsor’s Community Theatre. She enjoyed opportunities to
dance in the United States and Canada and danced professionally with
“Magic Enterprises” and “Eternity Entertainment”.
Melissa graduated with an Honours Degree in Human Kinetics and a
Bachelor’s degree in Education. She has her “Dance Specialist” and
taught at St. Thomas of Villanova (LaSalle, On) for 17 years before
moving to St Joseph’s. Melissa loves to share her experiences of Dance
and Fitness with her students and assist in their development to learn
and grow using the dance artform.
Melissa has been involved in DANCEFEST since it’s inception in 2003
and is looking forward to this new position of Membership and
Recruitment Coordinator after many years as VP for OSSDF.

Glenys McQueen-Fuentes, Member at Large*
Glenys retired from Brock University after 28 years as an Associate
Professor. She taught Acting (Physical Theatre), Directing, and Drama
in Education. Her research includes developing strategies for teachers
to integrate movement and music throughout the curriculum. She is Cofounder, with her husband, of www.dramasound.com, using movement
and theatre techniques to enhance leadership, creativity, and
interpersonal effectiveness training. In addition, Glenys has been the
sponsor for the Creative Collaboration dances at OSSDF since 2015.

Vanessa Randazzo, Member at Large*
Vanessa is a fourth year student in Business Administration at the
University of Windsor. She has danced since the age of 4, learning all
styles and competing in Canada and U.S.A. She attended Dancefest in
grade 12 with the St. Thomas of Villanova dance team in 2014 and
instantly sparked a passion for this event. The atmosphere was so
positive and welcoming. The teachers, leaders and dancers inspired me
to want to further my dance career. Since then, I danced for Windsor
Express, Windsor’s National Basketball team prior to becoming a
member of the Lancer Competitive Dance Company at the U. of Windsor.
For the next two years, I ran the dance program as their President and
worked towards moving from a school club to a legitimate recognized
dance program. I hosted a showcase with schools and dance teams
across Windsor-Essex County where we could all showcase our dances
prior to the competitive season. I remained involved in the high school
dance by teaching workshops, hosting their team auditions, and
attending OSSDF as an audience member as well as a workshop leader. I
am very passionate about the art of dance, teaching it and helping
others have successful events to express their passion of dance.

Laura Barnes, Member at Large*
With 26 years as an experienced dancer hailing from the East Coast of
Canada, Laura has completed pre-professional levels in ballet and
currently dances with Army of Sass Toronto as an Advanced
Intermediate high heels dancer. Outside of the studio, Laura holds over
a decade of experience in Fashion and Retail with being a recent
graduate of Parsons School of Design, with previous education from
Seneca College in Fashion Business Management as well as Ryerson
University in Retail Management. Laura is a professional in fashion and
retail marketing, having developed marketing campaigns for clients
such as Marc Jacobs Beauty, Shoppers Drug Mart, Ole Henriksen and
many more. Laura enjoys a hot cup of coffee (even in 30+ degrees),
spending time by the lake with her dogs and volunteering within the
fashion, dance and health care communities.

Angelina Bong, Member at Large*
Angelina is thrilled to be a part of this year’s OSSDF’s board. Angelina
grew up in Singapore and started dancing in her early years, exploring
the various dances of ballet, tap and hip-hop. Upon moving to Canada,
she continued dancing through her university years. Angelina graduated
with a Bachelor Degree of Commerce at McMaster University and has a
diploma in Events and Venue Management from Trebas Institute.
Angelina is currently an events producer with KMI Publishing and
Events based in Toronto, focusing on corporate events. She still dances,
focusing on hip-hop and heels dance. She dances recreationally with the
Army of Sass Toronto and Tripoli Agency in Montreal. She believes that
the arts are an important aspect of a child’s education to learn skills
outside of the classroom, and to act as an outlet for self-expression. She
is excited to combine her passion for dance and her expertise in events
to make OSSDF a success for the year 20/21.

OSSDF Ad Hoc
Ron Dodson
Cathy Harris
Les Protopapas
Shelley Wickenheiser

OSSDF Teachers’ Council
Teachers’ Council Coordinator:
Melanie Randall
Invited Secondary Members:
Kathryn Turner
Theresa Martin
Katie Knowlton, Carli Parsons
Maggy Sonoski
Alicia Annett
Carly Erina
Cynthia Nakeyar
Jocelyne Cranny
Nikkie Price
Allison Campbell
Jasmine Lam
Joanna Perlus
Christine Hamel-Fuerth
Laureen Damaren
Meghan Kidd
Kelly Amyot
Melissa Chiandussi
Amy-Lynn D’Alimonte
Alison Azar
Tara Duffy

Chatham Kent SS
Belle River DHS
Bluevale CI
Cameron Heights CI
Cardinal Carter CSS
Central Algoma SS
Chatham Kent SS
École Secondaire Catholique MonseigneurBruyère
Es Catholique E.J. Lajeunesse
Forest Heights CI
General Amherst HS
Holy Names CHS
Newtonbrook SS
Riverside SS
Resurrection CSS
Sir John A. MacDonald SS
St. Anne HS
St. Joseph HS
St. Thomas of Villanova
Tecumseh Vista Academy
SATEC@W.A. Porter CI

Roger Wellington, Angel Vasiliadis
Shannon McGonegal
Jocelyn Bell-Summersby

Walkerville CI
Waterloo CI
West Ferris SS

Invited Elementary Members:
Nancy Vaillancourt
Note: All Ontario dance educators are welcome to join this support group. Resources will
be shared on a Group Facebook page to be created by our Coordinator, Melanie Randall.
Melanie will be contacting you to invite you to a MEET & GREET END OF YEAR Zoom
Conference. Please share with other teachers you feel could benefit from this group.
Mission Statement
To provide an educational forum for dance students and dance educators as they develop an appreciation
for the art form of dance through performance, evaluation, workshops and collaborative dance creation.
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