
 

English Phonics Curriculum – Overview 

Rationale 

At Birch Copse, we firmly believe that all of our children can become fluent readers and writers, the direct teaching of which, starts with Phonics. In 

Foundation and Year One, children follow ‘Supersonic Phonic Friends’ scheme of learning, which is a Department for Education validated systematic and 

synthetic phonics programme. The programme ensures that children build on their growing knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read 

and spell as they move through school.  

We model the application of the alphabetic code through phonics, in shared reading and writing, both inside and outside of the Phonics lesson and across 

the curriculum. We have a strong focus on language development for our children because we understand that vocabulary, speaking and listening are 

crucial skills for reading and writing in all subjects.  

We value reading as a crucial life skill, therefore, by the time children leave us, we expect that all children will have acquired the skills necessary to read 

confidently for meaning and regularly enjoy reading for pleasure and purpose. Through a relentless and rigorous approach to the teaching of Phonics and 

early reading, our readers are equipped with the tools to tackle unfamiliar words as they read. More detailed information can be found in our Phonics and 

Early Reading Policy. 

Structure 

We teach phonics for 30 minutes a day. In Reception, we build from 10-minute lessons, with additional daily oral blending games, to the full-length lesson 

as quickly as possible. Children make a strong start in Foundation: direct teaching begins in Week 2 of the Autumn term.  

• Phonics sessions are planned using the ‘Supersonic Phonic Friends’ scheme of learning.  

• Phonics is taught in differentiated groups across the year group or as part of an intervention where needed. 

• Phonics groups are fluid so that children can move whenever necessary to ensure they are working at the appropriate level.  

• At least each term, adults will swap the groups they teach. 

• Children’s reading scheme books match the phonics level they are working on in class to ensure they can practise sounds that have been 

introduced. 

• Information to help parents and carers support their child in phonics will be shared when children start school and in Year 1 when children 

complete the phonics screening. 

• Children will continue to receive phonics teaching until they are confident using phonics to read or until the SENCO and teacher decides that 

another method of reading needs to be used. 

 

 



Coverage 

Supersonic Phonic Friends contains seven components moving from simple phonological awareness to more complex spelling rules and patterns. The table 

below indicates when children will be taught each of these components although, as stated before, the starting point and speed at which children move 

through the components will depends on the abilities of the individual. 

Component Title Guide to when it will be 
delivered 

1 Firm Foundations in Phonics Pre-school or Nursery 

2 Securing The Basics  Foundation  

3 Securing The Basics  Foundation 

4 Securing The Basics  Year 1 

5c The Higher Levels of Phonics  Year 1 

5b The Higher Levels of Phonics  Year 1 

6 Spelling Patterns and Rules Year 2 
 

The tables below outline the coverage for each component of the scheme 

1 Firm Foundations in Phonics 
General Sound Discrimination Focus 

Aspect 1 Environmental Sounds 

• Auditory discrimination 

• Auditory memory and sequencing 

• Developing vocabulary and language comprehension 

Aspect 2 Instrumental Sounds 

Aspect 3 Body Percussion 

Phonological Awareness 

Aspect 4 Rhythm and Rhyme 

Aspect 5 Alliteration 

Aspect 6 Voice Sounds 

Aspect 7 Oral Blending and Segmenting 
 

 

 

 

 



2 Securing the Basics 

CVC Tricky Words 

Group 1 s, a, t, p n/a 

Group 2 i, n, m, d I, is 

Group 3 g, o, c, k the, to 

Group 4 ck, e, u, r go, no  

Group 5 h, b, f, l has, his, as 

Group 6 ll, ff, ss of, into  
 

3 Securing the Basics 
CVC Tricky Words 

Group 1 j, v, w, x her, was you 

Group 2 y, z, zz, qu he, she, we, me, be 

Group 3 ch, sh, th, ng they, my, by 

Group 4 ai, ee, igh, oa are, all 

Group 5 oo, o, oar, or some, come 

Group 6 ur, ow, oi, er so, do 

Group 7 ure, ear, air little, out 
 

4 Securing the Basics 
Adjacent Consonants Tricky Words 

Group 1 CVCC were, what, like, have 

Group 2 CVCC and Polysyllabic there, here, said, one 

Group 3 CCVC house, when, our, your 

Group 4 CCVC and Polysyllabic love, school 

Group 5 CCVCC, CCCVCC and Polysyllabic then, them, that, this 
 

 

 

 

 



5c The Higher Levels 
Choose to Use Spellings Sounds Tricky Words 

Group 1 Choose to Use Two 

ai and ay 

their, people, Mr, Mrs 

ee and ea 

igh and ie 

oa and oe 

oo and ue 

Group 2 Choose to Use – Split Digraph 

ai, ay and a_e 

Oh, these, friends, asked 

ee, ea and e_e 

igh, ie and i_e 

oa, oe and o_e 

oo, u and u-e 

Group 3 Choose to Use Two 

oi and oy 

where, today, once 

ur and ir 

ow and ou 

or and aw 

w and wh 

Group 4 Choose to Use Two and Three 

air and are 

could, should, would, called 

n and kn 

r and wr 

f, ff and ph 

or, aw and au 

Group 5 Choose to Use Three and Four 

n, kn and gn 

looked, son, says, want 

or, aw, au and ore 

ee, ea, e_e and ey 

ee, ea, e_e, ey and y 

oo, ue, u_e and ew 

Group 6 Choose to Use 

air, are and ear 

after, half, only, with 
ur, ir and or 

ch, tch and dge 

ur, ir, or and er 

 

 



5b The Higher Levels 
Switch it Spell Sounds Sound Examples Tricky Words 

Group 1 Switch It 

i sixth and wild 

does, goes, tall, call, small, laughed 
o frog and old 

c crisp and cement 

g growl and gem 

Group 2 Switch It 

u underpants and tuba 

why, over, above, live, please 
ow clown and yellow 

ie pie and chief 

ea dream and bread 

Group 3 Switch It 

a apple and angel 

water, because, break, work 
a apple, angel and watch 

ou mouse and mouldy 

o frog, old and monk 

Group 4 Switch It 

y yellow and cry 

who, any, many, move, eye 
y yellow, cry and crystal 

ch children and chef 

ch children, chef and chorus 

ou mouse, mouldy and soup 

 

6 Spelling Patterns and Rules (Year 1 Appendices) 
Rule Examples Common Exception Words 

Adding s and es to words (plural of nouns and 
the third person singular of verbs) 

Cats, dogs, spends, rocks, thanks, catches Door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, 
behind, child, children, wild, climb, most, only, 
both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, every, 
everybody, even, great, break, steak, pretty, 
beautiful, after, fast, last, past, father, class, 
grass, pass, plant, path, bath, hour, move, prove, 
improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, should, would, 
who, whole, any, many, clothes, busy, people, 
water, again, half, money, Mr, Mrs, parents, 
Christmas 

Adding the endings –ing, -ed and –er to verbs 
where no change is needed to the root word 

Hunting, hunted, hunter 
Buzzing, buzzed, buzzer 
Jumping, jumped, jumper 

Adding –er and –est to adjectives where no 
change is needed to the root word 

Grander, grandest 
Fresher, freshest 
Quicker, quickest 

Adding the prefix –un Unhappy, undo, unload, unfair, unlock 

Compound words Football, playground, farmyard, bedroom, 
blackberry 

 



6 Spelling Patterns and Rules (Year 2 Appendices) 
Rule Examples Common Exception Words 

The /l/ or /ǝl/ sound spelt –le at the end of words Table, apple, bottle, little, middle Door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, 
behind, child, children, wild, climb, most, only, 
both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, every, 
everybody, even, great, break, steak, pretty, 
beautiful, after, fast, last, past, father, class, 
grass, pass, plant, path, bath, hour, move, prove, 
improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, should, would, 
who, whole, any, many, clothes, busy, people, 
water, again, half, money, Mr, Mrs, parents, 
Christmas 

The /l/ or /ǝl/ sound spelt –el at the end of words Camel, tunnel, squirrel, travel, towel, tinsel 

The /l/ or /ǝl/ sound spelt –al at the end of words Metal, pedal, capital, hospital, animal 

Words ending –il Pencil, fossil, nostril 

Adding –es to nouns and verbs ending in –y Flies, tries, replies, copies, babies, carries 

Adding –ed, -ing, -er and –est to a root word 
ending in –y with a consonant before it 

Copied, copier, happier, happiest, cried, replied 
…but copying, crying, replying 

Adding the endings: –ed, -ing, -er, –est and –y to 
words ending in –e with a consonant before it 

Hiking, hiked, hiker, nicer, nicest, shiny 

Adding –ed, -ing, -er, –est and –y to words of one 
syllable ending in a single consonant letter after a 
single vowel letter 

Patting, patted, humming, hummed, dropping, 
dropped, sadder, saddest, fatter, fattest, runner, 
runny 

 

6 Spelling Patterns and Rules (Year 2 Appendices) 
Rule Examples Common Exception Words 

The /ʌ/ sound spelt ‘o’ Other, mother, brother, nothing, Monday Door, floor, poor, because, find, kind, mind, 
behind, child, children, wild, climb, most, only, 
both, old, cold, gold, hold, told, every, 
everybody, even, great, break, steak, pretty, 
beautiful, after, fast, last, past, father, class, 
grass, pass, plant, path, bath, hour, move, prove, 
improve, sure, sugar, eye, could, should, would, 
who, whole, any, many, clothes, busy, people, 
water, again, half, money, Mr, Mrs, parents, 
Christmas 

The /ɒ/ sound spelt ‘a’ after w and qu Wan, watch, wander, quantity, squash 

The /ɜː/ sound spelt ‘or’ after w Word, work, worm, world, worth 

The /ɔː/ sound spelt ‘ar’ after w War, warm, towards 

The suffixes –ment, -ness, -ful, -less and –ly Enjoyment, sadness, careful, playful, hopeless, 
plainness (plain + ness), badly, merriment, 
happiness, plentiful, penniless, happily 

Contractions Can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, couldn’t, it’s, I’ll 

The possessive apostrophe (singular nouns) Megan’s, Ravi’s, the girl’s, the child’s, the man’s 

Words ending in –tion Station, fiction, motion, national, section 

Homophones and near-homophones There/their, they’re; here/hear; quite/quiet; 
see/sea; bare/bear; one/won; sun/son; 
to/too/two; be/bee; blue/blew; night/knight 

 

 

 

 


