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Artist Nationality Born Died Art Movement 

Hans Holbein the Younger German 1497 1543 Renaissance 
 

Who was Hans Holbein? What is Renaissance Art? 
• Greatest portrait artist of his time 

• Father was called Hans Holbein the Elder 

• Moved to Switzerland to be a painter but also designed 
books and stained glass windows 

• In the 1530s, Holbein moved to England and became Henry 
VIII’s official portrait painter 

• Henry VIII asked Holbein to paint Anne of Cleaves so he 
could decide if he wanted to marry her. Although he liked 
what he saw in the portrait, the marriage only lasted a year. 
Apparently, Anne didn’t look as beautiful in real life as she 
did in her portrait. 

• Holbein used a glazing technique where he would paint a 
thin layer of colour over a dry layer of paint 

• Renaissance means “re-birth”. 

• The Renaissance period came after the ‘Dark’ 
or ‘Middle’ Ages in Europe. This was a time 
from the fall of the Roman Empire until about 
1500. During this time, there was a lack of 
culture and scientific advancement 

• Renaissance was the ‘re-birth’ of culture, art 
and science from the Greek and Roman times 

• Paintings often showed opulence, 
exaggeration and symbolism (objects which 
had hidden meanings) 

 

Famous paintings 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               Anne of Cleaves (1539)                                                         Henry VIII (1537) 

 

Skill focus/ journey 
The Final Piece 

Outcomes Parameters 
• Replicate a portrait (maybe half and half) using acrylic 

paint. 

• Pencil sketching portraits – focus on proportions of 
the face and use of graded pencils to shade and 
create 3D effect 

• Focus on colour-mixing using layered oil pastels – skin 
tones and clothing to show wealth 

Portrait of: 

• a Tudor monarch 

• a modern monarch or 

• a famous person. 
Think about clothes and 
possibly any objects – 
and they’re meaning 

• Use acrylic paint 

• Careful drawing using 
correct proportion 

• Try to make skin colour 
realistic 

• Use of colour and objects 
to show wealth 
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Inspired By Holbein… 

 

Artist Nationality Art Style 
Kehinde Wiley American Portrait artist 

 

Who is Kehinde Wiley? 

• Wiley is a paints portraits in the style of the ‘Old 
Masters’. 

• Wiley's portraits often feature ornate and 
decorative backgrounds 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Wiley’s Artwork 
                              
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barack Obama (2018) Willem van Heythuysen (2005) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Key Vocabulary  
Sketch, proportions, facial tones, movement, 
texture, portrait depth, light source, distance, 
viewpoint, oil pastels, skin tones, smooth 
texture, contrast, vibrant, opulence, exaggerated 
features, point of interest, layered, glazing, tint, 
symbolism   

The BIG think Question! 

Why do some people 

enjoy looking at art and 

others don’t? 

 


