
Birch Copse Primary School – Knowledge Organiser 

Science Topic: Animals Including Humans Year 5 Term: Summer 
 

What should I already know and when did I learn this? 

• I know that animals, including humans, have offspring which grow into adults. (Year 2 - Animals, including humans) 
 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

• I can describe the changes as humans develop to old age. 
 

Adolescence The social and emotional stage of development between childhood and adulthood. 

Embryo  A newly fertilised egg in the womb 

Fertilisation The process of the male and female sex cells fusing together. 

Foetus An unborn baby that has developed from an embryo. 

Genitals The reproductive organs. 

Gestation The process or time when prenatal development takes place before birth. 

Life cycle A series of changes that an animal or plant passes through from the beginning of its life until. 

Life expectancy The length of time, on average, that a particular animal is expected to live. 

Mature When a child or young animal matures, it becomes an adult. 

Menopause The time during which a woman gradually stops menstruating, usually when she is about fifty years old. 

Menstruation When the female body discharges the lining of the uterus. This happens approximately once a month from 
puberty to the menopause. 

Prenatal The stage of development from the time of fertilisation to the time of birth. 

Puberty The time during which adolescents reach sexual maturity and become capable of reproduction. 

Sexual reproduction A process where two parents – one male and one female – are required to produce new life. 
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The fertilised egg becomes an embryo, and then a foetus. It takes a foetus (unborn baby) about 40 weeks to 
develop inside its mother’s womb. When a baby is born, it is completely helpless, but grows steadily and 
becomes a more independent child. The child then experiences puberty, where they become an adolescent 
who is capable of reproducing themselves. As adults gets older, and enter middle age, they become noticeably 
weaker. At the end of middle age, females are no longer able to reproduce. The last stage of a human’s life is 
old age, when they are increasingly dependent on support from others. 

 

 



 

 

Investigate 
• Research the gestation periods of other animals and compare them with humans. 

• Create a life story for a fictitious adult that has made healthy life choices. 

• Compare the growth pattern of humans to other animals. 

• Consider why humans take longer to walk in comparison to other animals. 

• Create a Venn diagram to show what the similarities and differences are between children, adolescents and adults. 

• Present information about the changes occurring during puberty as an information leaflet for other Y5 children or answers to 
‘problem page questions’ 

 


