
Birch Copse Primary School – Knowledge Organiser 

Science Topic: Plants Year 1 Term: Summer 
 

What should I already know and when did I learn this? 

• I know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. I can talk about 
the features of my own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. I can make 
observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur and talk about changes. (Early Learning Goal) 

 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

• I can identify and name a variety of common wild and garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen trees.   
• I can identify and describe the basic structure of a variety of common flowering plants, including trees. 

 

Key Vocabulary 

Plant Is a  living thing that usually grows 
from the ground. 

Petal The coloured part of a flower. 

Grow  To become larger. Leaves Part of a plant, which absorbs 
sunlight, which is used by the plant to 
make food. 

Absorb To take in or swallow up Stem They hold the plant up and carry 
water from the roots to the rest of the 
plant 

Flower Part of a plant that attracts insects and 
birds. 

Root Part of a plant, which takes in water 
and nutrients from the soil. 

Seeds The part of a flowering plant that can 
grow into a new plant. 

Deciduous  A tree that sheds its leaves during 
autumn. 

Evergreen  A tree that keeps its leaves all year 
around. 

Wild flower A type of flower that grows naturally 
in the wild.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Investigate 

• Name trees and other plants that are seen regularly.  

• Describe some of the key features of trees and plants e.g. the shape of the leaves, the colour of the flower/blossom. 

• Find trees which lose their leaves and those that keep them the whole year. 

• Point to and name the parts of a plant, recognising that they are not always the same e.g. leaves and stems may not be 
green. 

• Sort and group parts of plants using similarities and differences. 

• Use simple charts to identify plants. 

• Collect information on features that change during the year. 

• Use photographs to talk about how plants change over time. 
 


