
Birch Copse Primary School – Knowledge Organiser 

Science Topic: Animals Including Humans Year 1 Term: Autumn / Spring 
 

What should I already know and when did I learn this? 

• I know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. I can talk about 
the features of my own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. I can make 
observations of animals and plants and explain why some things occur and talk about changes. (Early Learning Goal) 

 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

• I can identify and name a variety of common animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals. 
• I can identify and name a variety of common animals that are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores.  
• I can describe and compare the structure of a variety of common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals, including pets).  
• I can identify, name, draw and label the basic parts of the human body and say which part of the body is associated 
with each sense. 

 

Key Vocabulary 
Senses Any of the five ways to experience your 

surroundings.  
Bird  An animal that lays eggs and has wings.  

Vertebrates Animals that have a backbone.  Fish An animal that lives and breathes in water. 

Skeleton  A firm structure of a living thing.  Mammal A warm-blooded animal with a backbone.  

Animal  They are living things (breathe, grow, respire, 
move, excrete)  

Reptile A cold-blooded animal, which breathes air. 

Carnivore  An animal that gets food from killing and 
eating other animals.  

Amphibian Cold blooded veritable that has gills as a 
child and breathes air as an adult. 

Herbivore  An animal or insect that only eat vegetation.  Omnivore  An animal that can eat animals or 
vegetation   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Labelled skeleton. 

      

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investigate 
• Write descriptively about an animal. 

• Write a ‘What am I?’ riddle about an animal. 

• Explore objects using different senses. 

• Sort and group animals using similarities and differences. 

• Use simple charts to identify unknown animals. 

• Create a drawing of an imaginary animal labelling its key features. 

• Use secondary resources to find out what animals eat, including talking to experts e.g. pet owners, zookeepers etc. 

• Use first-hand close observations to make detailed drawings. 

• Name body parts correctly when talking about measurements and comparisons e.g. “My arm is x straws long and my leg is y 
straws long. My leg is longer than my arm.” “We both have hands, but his are bigger than mine.”  

• Talk about their findings from investigations using appropriate vocabulary e.g. “My fingers are much better at feeling than 
my toes” “We found that the crisps all taste the same.” 

 


