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Key Vocabulary 

1066 After winning the Battle of 
Hastings, William the 
Conqueror becomes King of 
England and ‘owns’ all the 
land in the country.  

 Act of 
parliament 

A bill passed by parliament that allows for a law to 
be made 

Ballot  A system of voting 

Civil war A war fought between 2 forces from the same 
country 

1086  The Domesday Book is 
created to give the 
monarch greater 
taxation powers 

 

Democracy Greek phrase meaning rule by the people 

Domesday 
Book 

A written record of all the land and property in the 
country and who owned it 

Dictator  A leader of a country, who rules without parliament. 

1215 King John is forced to sign the Magna Carta. 

1295 The model parliament is first called.  Feudal 
system 

A system of governance in which people are 
positioned by rank and everybody serves the 
monarch 

1539 Henry VIII passes ‘The statute of Proclamations’ 
which allows the monarch to pass any law they want. 

 
1629 Charles I rules without Parliament. 

This period was known as the 11 
years of tyranny as he ruled almost as 
a dictator. 

 Legislature The law making body in a country 

Magna 
Carta 

Known as ‘The Great Charter’, it was a document the 
King had to sign which gave the people more rights 
and the King less power 

1642 - 
1651 

The British Civil Wars between 
Charles I and those who opposed him 

 

 King John signing 
the Magna Carta, 
surrounded by 
Barons at 
Runnymede near 
Windsor. 

1653 Oliver Cromwell becomes the Lord Protectorate of 
Britain, until his death in 1958. 

1660 The British Monarchy is re-established through 
Charles II. 

1688 The glorious revolution, establishes Britain as 
constitutional monarchy – meaning a king controlled 
by parliament. 

 

1832 The Reform Act is passed after riots and unrest Monarch A king or Queen 

1867 The Representation of the People Act gives the vote 
to about 1/3 of men 

 

Parliament  The highest legislature in a country 

Suffrage  The right to vote in political elections 

1872 The secret ballot is created Tax Money that people must pay to Government or 
whoever is in charge 1918 After many years of campaigning, some women get 

the right to vote for the first time. Key people 

1928 Women’s voting age is lowered to 21 (same as men) King John  
 
 

King of England between 1199 and 
1216. Generally regarded as a poor 
king. Lost many wars in France, that 
cost England a lot of money and 
upset his Barons who forced him to 
sign the Magna Carta in 1215. 

 

1969 Voting age is lowered to 18 

1973 Britain joins the European Community, which later 
becomes the European Union. 

2016 Britain votes to leave the European Union. 

Key Questions 

 Why is the Magna Carta still seen as such a historically 
significant document? 

 Why was the Civil War fought? Was it a justifiable war?  

 Why do you think it took so long for women to be allowed to 
vote? 

 In the future if you had to decide upon a governmental 
system from British history to use, which one would you 
choose and why? 

Oliver 
Cromwell  
 

 A military leader during the Civil war. 
He was central in the removal of 
Charles I. He became Lord 
Protectorate of England, which was 
essentially a military dictatorship. 

Emmeline 
Pankhurst  

a key leader of the women’s suffrage 
movement in the UK and was crucial 
to women eventually receiving the 
vote. 

 

 

Ancient Egyptians 

Ancient Greeks 

Stone Age  Romans 
Anglo - 

Saxons 
Vikings Tudors 3Bs 

1000 BC 2000 BC 3000 BC 0 2000 AD 1000 AD 

= WWII 

Ancient Mayans 

Bronze Age  Iron Age  


