
Birch Copse Primary School – Knowledge Organiser 

Geography Topic: Biomes and Climate Zones Year 6 Spring 
 

BIOMES 
 Biome A huge area of plants and 

animals living together in a 
certain kind of climate.  

Boreal/Taiga 
forest 

A forest of evergreen trees. 
Found in colder temperate 
climates 

Rainforest 
A thick forest found in 
tropical climates 

Grassland 

A large area covered by 
wild grass with no trees, 
Found in arid and warmer 
temperate climates 

Desert 
An area of land with little 
water or vegetation. Found 
in arid climates 

Temperate/ 
Deciduous 
forest 

A forest with trees that 
shed their leaves in winter. 
Found in warmer 
temperate climates 

Savannah 
Like grassland but with 
more rainfall to allow 
some trees to grow 

Tundra 
An area of flat land 
with a layer of ice just 
below the surface. 

Ice 
An area of land 
permanently covered in ice 

CLIMATE ZONES 

 Climate The usual (average) patterns of 
weather - including 
temperature and rainfall  

Climate 
zones 

Areas of the Earth grouped 
according to their climate 

Arid Dry with little rainfall 

Temperate Never extremely hot or cold 

Mountains 
So high up that the cold 
means trees won’t grow 

Tropical 
Humid (hot and damp). 
Usually near the equator 

Mediterranean 
Hot summers, cool wetter 
winters 

Polar 
Long periods of extreme 
cold 

Key Vocabulary 

North and south 
pole 

the two opposite ends of Earth at its 
most northern and southern points 

Special lines of 
latitude  

Equator, tropics, Arctic and Antarctic 
circles 

Lines of latitude 
and longitude 

Lines running vertically around the 
world and horizontally from the poles 

Longitude and 
time zones 

The world’s different time zones are 
based on lines of longitude 

 

Real-Life Outcomes Key Skills  

 “Weather report” 
Deliver a weather report for a particular climate zone 
Write a report about one of the 5 biomes learned about 

 Use atlases, globes and digital/computer 
mapping to locate describe features studied 

 


