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Geography Topic: Natural Disasters Year 5 Autumn 

 

Key Knowledge  Key Vocabulary 

What is a 
volcano? 

A mountain that has had lava coming out of it  
 

Tectonic 
plates 

Pieces of the crust, which float on 
the mantle. They overlap and 
separate, sometime causing 
volcanos or earthquakes 

What causes 
volcanos? 

Magma rises to towards the earth’s surface 
and places pressure on the crust. When two 
tectonic plates move, this can cause a 
weakness in the crust and the pressure is 
released causing a volcanic eruption. When 
the volcano erupts the magma becomes lava 
and it shoots into the air or runs down the 
side of the volcano. The lava cools forming 
new crust and over time this becomes the  

 
Plate 
boundary 

Where two tectonic plates meet 

 Volcanos 

 Active 
A volcano that has erupted in the 
last 10,000 years and may erupt in 
the future 

 Dormant 
A volcano that hasn’t erupted for a 
long time but may do in the future 

Famous 
volcanos 

Mount Vesuvius, Italy 
Mount St. Helen’s USA 
Mauna Loa, Hawaii  
Krakatoa, Indonesia 
Mount Fuji, Japan 
Mount Tambora, Indonesia (largest ever) 

 Extinct 
A volcano that has not erupted in 
the last 10,000 years and will not 
erupt in the future 

 Magma Hot, molten rock below the crust 

 Lava 
Name given to magma when it 
reaches the earth’s surface 

What is an 
earthquake? 

When the surface of the earth shakes   Eruption 
When a volcano explodes. Rock, lava 
and gas are ejected from it  

What causes 
earthquakes? 

When two tectonic plates rub against each 
other and they get stuck, causing pressure to 
builds up until it becomes too much and 
eventually breaks. This sudden release of 
energy causes the seismic waves that make 
the ground shake.  

 Crust Solid, outer layer of the earth 

 Earthquakes 

 Epicentre 
The point on the earth’s surface 
directly above the focus of the 
earthquake 

Famous 
earthquakes 

Valdivia, Chile 1960 – most powerful ever 
(magnitude 9.5) 
San Francisco, USA 1906 

 magnitude 
The size or strength of an 
earthquake 

What causes 
a tsunami? 

When an earthquake happens underwater. 
This can cause huge waves which travel away 
from the earthquake epicentre in all 
directions until they reach land 

 
Seismic 
waves 

Travel through the earth from the 
epicentre of an earthquake. They 
shake the earth as they move 
through it 

Famous 
tsunamis 

Boxing Day Tsunami, Asia, 2004  
Richter 
scale 

A scale to measure the strength of 
an earthquake from 1 – 10. 

 

Real-Life Outcomes Key Skills  

 “In the news” - Video a news presentation about a 
natural disaster using what has been learned in 
the unit. 

 Write a newspaper report about a natural disaster 

 Locate the key places (above) on world maps  

 Use 6-figure grid references 

 Describe and understand key aspects of volcanos and 
earthquakes 

 

Earthquakes Volcanos 


