
Birch Copse Primary School – Learning Parameters 

Art & Design – 3D Year 4 Summer 

 

Artist Nationality Born Died Art Movement 

Alberto Giacometti Swiss 10th October 1901 11th January 1966 Existential Art 

 

Who was Alberto Giacometti? What is Existential Art? 
 He began painting, drawing and sculpting from a very 

young age and tried lots of types of art 

 He is famous for his tall, thin figures made of bronze 
made after World War II 

 Giacometti liked to use friends and family as the 
models for his art 

 He won a Grand Prize for Sculpture in 1962 making 
him famous worldwide 

 His sculpture Walking Man I is on the 100 Swiss Franc 
banknote 

 This wasn’t an art movement but a philosophy which 
came about after WWII and influenced many artists 

 It suggested there was no ‘grand meaning’ of life and 
no reason why good or bad things happen 

 So therefore each person is responsible for their own 
experience and choices 

 Some saw this as positive (I am in complete control!) 

 Some saw is as negative (I am all alone and there is no 
purpose to life!) 

 Lots of Giacometti’s figures represented people 
feeling alone in the world 

 

Famous sculptures 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Man Pointing (1947)                                                                      Walking Man I (1960) 

 

Skill focus/ journey 
The Final Piece 

Outcomes Parameters 
 Sketch figures using pencil – focus on different 

proportions and conveying emotions 

 Design own figures in sketch books - use photos of 
themselves or friends in diff positions to help 

 Making models for final sculpture using tin foil. 
Evaluated by peers 

 Practise shaping ire and attaching clay in small pieces 

A final 
Giacometti 
inspired 
sculpture using 
wire and clay 

 Not a copy of the examples 

 Must be long and thin  

 Should stand up on its own 

 The pose should express a 
particular emotion 

 


